
RICHARD McBRIDE, colloquially recognized
as "Dick" in British Columbia, where he
was born, lias: gone through Ottawa like a
fireworks "nigger-cliaser" throtgli a crowd.

On his way back froin the Coronation lie casually
dropped ini upon Ottawa-in response to, an invita-
tion by wire-to see wliat was doing in the way of
an election. With Mr. Borden he was concealed for
three hours. When lie camie out and went to the
Conservative rpom across the lobby from the
Press Gallery roomn lie caused a tumuýit of cheers.
Breaking loose fromn bis Conservative admirers lie
slipped over to the Press roin, wliere the scribes
gave him an ovation-as the Coniservative papers

mystery. He is still the undefined, indeterminate
character for wbom. there is no bard and fast law
of principle or expediency; as much of a tliorn to
the Government as Mr. Bourassa-wlio always
could be defined in the language of politics.

In the 'cast of characters froni the ýWest also
there lias been and still is one of large proportions
and unmistakable significance; Hon. Frank Oliver,
Who, thoug-li lie wasý not born in the West, as was
Mr. MeBC1ride, since thie early dayýs of the National
Policy bias stood out as a mian praîr ie-made, an out-
poster and trail-blazer wbomn ahl men understood.
No political aura ever besbrouded Mr. Oliver. He
bas been a simple, deterniinate force, wliose inclu-
sion in tbe Cabinet to, succeed Mr. Sifton was a
tribute tQ- a man who had staked al lie ever had
in the.West and had won by force of character.

But with ail lis breezy brusquerie and open-eyed
entbusiasm about the WV/est, Frank Oliver was neyer
the buindle of bustling, modemn optimismn represented,
byv Richard Mcrd.The Premier of British
Columibia has as xnany friends, according to popula-
tion tliroughi the mnountains and beyond, as Mr.
Oliver lias on tlie prairie. He lias friends wlio do
niot support hîmr in polities. He is first of ail a
Westerner. He -,as born at New Westminster in
1870, and lie was twenty-eigbt years old wheni lie
was elected to represent Dewdniey in the Britisli
Columbia Legislature. For two years hie was Min-
ister of Mines in the Dunsmuir Cabinet. 111 1902
hie became leader of the Conservative Opposition,
and the next year Premier.

His pronouincement in an interview was pecuiliarly
clear and vigourouis:

"I helieve that -the verdict of the people
against this imiqtitous volicv of kecinrocitv will
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"I41 understand that I will be offered the Con-
servative nomination in Comox-Atlin. I can
only say in that connection that while I arn al-
ways at the cali of my leader and my party,
yet I have laid upon me certain duties and obli-
gations which cannot be lightly laid aside. I
certaÎnly can make no announcement respecting
nly possible entrance into, Federal politics until
I have consulted with the Lieutenant-Governor,
the members of my Government, memabers of
the Legislature, and the Provincial Conserva-
tive party, of which I amn the leader. '"ýOur people are bitterly opposed to Recipro-
City and we have a superb organization. Not
only will British Columbia place at Mr. Bor-
den's disposal all the seatsý under her control,
but. her influence will count for a great deal in
the neighbouring Province of Alberta."
Not long ago--but some time before the present

election was even foresbadowed-tbe man-from-
Manitoba, the man-from-Dawson, and the man-
from-Vancouver met in a Toronto cafe with a num-
ber of Torontonians. The talk turned upon the
future prospects of the Conservative Party and the
Hon. Richard McBride. The Toronto men main-
tained that _Mr. McBride was a possible leader of
the Dominion Conservatives and a possible Premier
of Canada.
*Then a bomb-sbell buirst. Said the, man-fromi-

Manitoba, "The East will ney er accept a man-from-
the-West as Premier." The man-from-Dawson
said, "ýThat's riglit," and the mian-from-Vancouver
echoed the sentiment. The Torono men stuttered
and stammiered, and did a numnber of linguistic and
oratorical stunts in their attempt to deny that aniy
such feeling existed. The atmnosphere grewv tense
and oppressive, but the WVesterners gently and
quietly held to their grounid. The party broke uip
witliout comning to an agreement.

T'he East bas probably no sucli prejudice. Ontario
and Quebec have accepted Maritime~ Province poli-
tical leaders, university presidents and financial
leaders witliout prejudice of any kind. Ontario and
Quebec have done the sanie with such Western
leaders as have corne to Ottawa. They wouild accept
a Western leader or premier as thiey have accepted
Sir Chiarles Tupper, Sir John Thompson, Mr. W. S.
Fielding and Mr. R. L. Borden. Tliey will nio more
cast reflection upon Mr. MeýIBride because lie cornes
from the West than they have uiponi Mr. Sifton or

x


