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INOTICEý that one.of the Vernon Hlarcourt famul.Yias had.the "nerve" to refer to a-commiiunication,
by our own P>rof. Leacock to tlie London M-ýorning

Post as "vulgar, offensive twaddle."' It is sluch thiags as
these wl.icli makeé us Wonder if British connection 'eau
endure. Here is Canada's own and only Prof. Leacock,
ab)andfoing a position at McGill 1J'iversity la -order to
obey the sumiiions- of another of Canada's most sucçess-
ful advertisers-Prinicip)al Parkin-to-set out on a ýpÎI-
grimage thrýougli the British Empire and awaken it on~ce
and for ail with bis young clarion voîce 1, Here is the
higli-spirÎted boy inissionary arrived in London, the e!-
fete capital of the slumbering Empire ! Here is b is
first message to the Britishi people whicli we have not
yet had the pleasure and inspiration of reailing, but
whîch bears the tactful, the prsuasive, the modest and
polite titie of "Decrepit Joli luil and His Lusty Grown-
up Son." And what réception does this stirring effort
of Canada's younig hero-kuiglit receive ? Is John Bull
gratef1il ? Does lie recognise lis "décrepit" condition and
ovýerwhevlm with thanks-as miglit well becoifle liimý-tbis
still lustier son of bis own "llustv son"t wio, lias come
with a filial and fire-cracker patriotism, ta sound the
alarmn before lie lias slumbered too long ?

Not a bit of it. lIe lets a mere Vernon Haircourt
insuit the humait "alarm dlock" wlio lias journeyed al
the way froni Canada-at tlie invitation of tlie Rhodes
Trustee-to, announce the dawninig of a new day. After
sucli ingratitude, John deserves to be left in lis "de-
crepitude" while the "lsygrown-up son" lieaps scorn
upon himn-anid incidentally accepts bis naval protection
and biegs for a tariff p)referenceu in bis market. 1 amn
waing inpaltienitlyv to se P1rof. Leacock's 11humiourous
article." I arn tjuite certain it will lie hmiouirouis." I
have neyevr knowni tlie Professor to write anything that
wasn' t. lie probhly exploded this sort of thing into
the ear of the somnnolent gln."Wliat think you, little
River Thamcs, o! our greaLt Ottawa that flings its foam
cighit hnndred miiles? Wýhat say yout, little puffing,
steami-fed induistrv o!fi gad ta tlie industry of
Coiniig Canilada?"

Or Il(ie mav have tiuraed lis attention to the politicians
at Westrjnster, thus stirrinig uip the bile of tlie Vernon
Hfarcourts. Soitiething after this fashion, it would go :
-"IHarsli is tlie caickle of the little turkey cocks at West-
minster, flgliting the while as they' featlier their xiest of
sticks anid inuid, low oni the river bank." . . - It is
true thaýt roeor eaokonce aipplied the foregoing
(conip)linenit;r v references ta thie 'little turkey cadis at
Ottawa"'; but lie is inot a man to lie overawed by the
historic miajesty of the ilouse at Westminster. Or lie
inay have said someithliing luke this :-''Nor is it weIl witli
the spirit of those ini England la thecir thouiglits of US.
,langling are tliev these twenty years over littie Ireland
tliat mnakes and imnakes mlanistries, and nleyer a thouglit
for Cainada"i-or o! lier lusty boy inissionary-"jangling
niow over their Pan talooan Suffragettes and their Swad-
dIled B3ishiops." This would please the British people
very greatly. They would regret that tliey grew "tut-
key cocks" and itot the modest and retiring dlioristers
whieli Canada senlds as xnis.,ionaries of Empire to "out-
worn" L4ondon.

Still John Bull is more apt to juidge ils by our Sir
Wilfrid Lauriers than by ont Parkins and ont Leacocks.
We are not really tlie conceîted âsses we are somnetimes
made ont ta be. Sir Wilfrid lias been striking a note-
of splendid sanity at the Imupérial Conference and un-
doubtedly stands higlier with the Britishi people to-day
than lie ever lias in the past. le lias given evidence of
the higlicat qualities of statestmanship, ini that lie lias
inot plaved fur anv temporary local popiilarity by de-
manding mù?cli und leaiving the responsibility f or mnevit-
able reluisal uipon. other shoulders. He lias ratlier acted

as if hie frit to the foul the responsibilitv for his utter-
ances, and the weight of his position. -He lias kept ia
touch w.ith the BritishGovernmeënt, though it was flot
a Governrnent likely to mneet the Canadian proposais
for a inutual preference ;and lie lias helped to mnake
the new-comer-Premier Botha-feel at home in lis step-
mnother's house. In short, hie has ýbeen more than a
Colonial representative , lie has been an Iniperial states-

Canada lias always been fortunate, in the sort of men
it lihas sent officially to england-tiourrh it canniot con-
trol the freakili choices made by private enterprises,'
such. as the Rhodles Trust. Wlien Sir John Macdonald
used to, go'to London, lie was a "persona grata" with
the great Disraeli and won a higli place in'the esteeni of
the ]3ritish people. Sir ,AleN.ander Galt was a -figure
tliat, coinrmanded respect ini the Iligli Comniissiouship;-
and wlien 'Sir'Chiarles Tupper succeeded him, lie brouglit
an 'energy and ýcapaCity to the tas< Which won for Can-
ada a distinctly. better positioniii tlie British les. As
for Lord Strathcona, lie lias gained a :quite unique place
in the body of Colonial representatives, and lias, indeed,
been lifted to, a position of importance in the political
and philanthropie life of tlie United Kingdomn. Now Sir
Wilft4îd goes to London, as our chief statesmnan, and lie
lia always proved wrorthy of' the responsible position.
We have gained in prestige under* bis leadershiip , and
neyer have we gained more signally than during the Con-
ference tliat bas just closed.

Draometic Notes

T HE Canadan Courier" of May li th drew atten-
tion to a perniciouis mnelodrama advertised as a
Toronto attraction and remarked that it was

higli time for a theatrical censor to do sonie blue-pencil
work. 'The management of the theatre, at whicli tliis
disgusting production was to appear, recognised the na-
ture of the entertainmnent and witlidrew the, performance
early in last week. Vihen the press awakeued to the
situation and mnade higlily edifying comments thereon.
Botli posters and advance notices had indicated that the
"sliow" la question had no place among decenit amuse-
ments. Th e sooner 'discrîiminationi is exercised rekrarding
tliese performances, the better it will bc for the manage-
nment and public.

The plays of Mr. George Bernard Sliaw will soon be
fainiliar to his Canadian admirers. Next week, Miss
1Effie Shannon and Mr. Herbert Xelcey wîll appear at
the Princess Tlieatre, Tofonto, in "Wfidowers' Houses,
one of Mr. Shaw's "plays with a pur pose,"1 aimed
against the tenement-owning landiords. This play will
rus for the first half of the week. The Toronto Press
Club has been obliged to make a sliglit change of plan.
Tlieir first performance of "Gringoire" and Mr. Sliaw's
'he Importance of Being la Earnest" will le given ont

1.tltay, May 31st, at the Princess.

"T he Wails o f
Jericho,"1 Mr. Sutro's
fout - ac play, ini
which M.Nr. James K.
Hackett is appearing
in Toronto, is an ex-
tremely modern de-
piction of that crowd
o! Londoners,ý comn-
mouly and alliterat-
ively known as the
smnart set. The hero,
Jack Frobisher, is an
Australian Croesus
wlio marries th e
worldly Lady Alethea

and finda himself a
hopeîess stranLrer la
the fashionable cir-
dles of London. He
fin ally arouses him-
self sufficiently ta
dismiss a gay Lo-
tharia who threatens
the peace of the
household and then
décides to transfer
his wife and son to
the simplet life o!
Antipodean society.
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