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"'¶HE Editor will be pleased to, con--
jT sider a shiort story about two

thousand words in length. It
shîauld be brightly written and end
llippily."

Mlabel Lorimer put the note beside
lier plate and sighled. It was a ray of
hope in a very sad world. Skie would
get three guineas at least for the story
when it was written, and three guineas
would buy ever so rnany things for the
invalid in the next roorn. Already lier
busy brain was working out ta a frac-
tion wliat was to be spent on food and
what on conforts.

But the story had ta lie written first,
and therein lay the ruli. Skie did flot
lied it easy to write, caoped up in this
di littie lodging, whicli looked out

uponi a rnost depresing vista o! ârnoky
chtirnneys and murky sky. It had been
,0 different in the aid days. Thoughts
had flowed freely ta the accompaniment
of the surge o! the distant breakers and
the sigli o! the wind in the pines behind
the boause. Wlien skie grew tired o!
writing, and wanted rest f or braixi and
eyes, a manment spent at the windaw,
loaking out over freeki green turf te the
sea beyond, would always send lier back
ta lier wark with mind refreshied and
vigorofls.

There baid been foia eed for lier to
write in thase days. Sie lad dons it
for pure love af writing; ail the rnaney
shie earnied liad gone in hielping the
fisl,,ier-folk in the village. Then, when
the crash camne, and skie lost father
and fortune et one blew, and whien ber
invalid miother becamne practically de-
pendent upon ber, the gif t seemned ta
desert her. Hler writing grew monota-
nous, there was na point or brilliancy
about it, and skie iras not surprised that

Hz mglt only t~e been arusng hi-
sel withliher; sklie kiardly believed Ît'

possible, but there was the chance, and
site would flot risk lowering lier dignity.

Weil, it was no gond ttuinking of the
past; it was only saddening. With a
iong-drawn quivering siLi saie turned
away front the windOW Znd fetched lier
writing materials. J1 or a long tirnte skie
sat witli lier face buried in lier bands,
tbinking-searCliflg througli lier brain
for a subject about whicli to write. But
notliing would cone save the rnemory
of that April afternoon, and the sun-
light on trie crocuses and in the eyes

of the man skie would never see again.
No effort would beat it fron lier mind,

it seemed to tlirob tuirougli lier wlioîe
being to thie exclusion of ail chse.

ýSuddenly an'idea flaslied across lier,
an idea which flled lier witli dismay.
,ilere was lier own ife-story, wkiy not
write that? She could put lier whole
beart into it, and it wouid lie instinct
with. if e and force-perkiaps it would

fetch more than three guinieas. Bitter
as the thouglit was to bier, skie kniew At
to be the onîy way. Skie mnuet fot allow
lier own feelings ta stand in the way of
lier motkier' omforts-nay, necessities.

By night the story was written. Skie
baal shed many tears over it, but ahe
lcnew it was good, and skie signed lier
nom -de-plume witli a feeling of pride.

-1 could flot make it end liappiky,"
skie wrote ta the Editor. --A story, if
it le wortli anytliinig, cornes ta an in-
evitable conclusion, and we writers can-
not alter itY

S Eepcted an answer alnost by

return. Thie "News-Letter" iras
prompt in dealing witli MSS. and mali-
ing payment, but two days dragged

-- Iv hiv without brin2irig the faimifiar
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ago since last April? It seemed cen-
y turies-aeaxis eway.

- Only List April she had been brides-
r meid ta Averil Moore, the Squire's daugh-

ter, and shie hiad been sa hiappy, se ex-
cited over tic event, sa disappolntedl

Mabel loaked up in surprise-SUCi M
tjing had never kiappened lie!are.

"ýShowV hirn up," skie saîd.
Feverislily shie arranged somne of hier

pleswici were strewn upan tlie
tsl-Wih beatine heart skie listened 1-L

,id an the gaping little servant, and strode
acrass the roomi.

r, -At last," lie said. "At lest." And
id taking Mabel's listless hand, lie drew
n- lier towards hlmi and folded ber in liii 1
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