
THE STOLEN KASABA
A STORY 0F A P"EARL ROBBERY IN INDIA,

By W. A. FaASEK, Author of «Thoroughbreds,"
"'The Lone Furrow,'' etc.

T HE solecmn firm of Cook om îyjuNwcers, il,Calcutta, was ini a mnost uniusual hurry. flîmtri
the Greek and Duttoo the H-indou goldsmlithi were

working ail day and hall the night on a wondrous peairI
head-dress, a muti kasaba, for Maharajah Dttrwazîza.

The "Bushira," the most beautiful pearl in the worid,
that had just coule up froin its finding in the esa
Gulf, was to be enthroned ini this wonderful, goldent crownvi
surrounded by myriads of lesser pearis.

Hansen, the head clerk, had in charge tlîîs trinkeut
that would cost four lalths of rupees-5î2:ý,ooo. AIil day
he must keep lis eyes on the prictss pearîs, anid at
midnight take them to the vauit ini the shlowroomi, ut
whieh hie and the manager alone ice4the combhiitiun.

Maharajah Darwaza" muist hal e the kalsabaý for the
durbar at Governueult flouse: onl the 20th, fur the ex
press purpose Of hum-Îilating hlis rivail ini Orienital display,
the Thakore of Bhararia. It wais ýin old-time rivalryNand for weeks Caleutta hiad tatlked( of a wonde(Itrful silver
bedstead, with a mnusical box bencthl, that thu eelr
hall made for Bharaiia.

Mr. Dodd, the manager of Cook CurnPanly, uccupiud
the flat above the showroomn; and on thte mioring 01
the i9th when he came down to bis oflic, Burnis, al
clerk, asked if he woulld opuin the vaitut, ah Duttou was
waiting to finish the ioti kaisaba.

"llasn't Hansen bce here yet ?" 1)odd queried.
"No, sir."
"That's strange ; hope hie is not il11; miust be, though

-mnust be. Send al peon to his buglwto ask.-
Dodd adjusted the combiriatiun, wugthe heavy- iruon

dour and stepped inito the vault. Theni hie gavec at Lry
of alam. The silver casket whichi hhoult iîmetutainIed
the kasaba yawned enipty.

"Who has takeni thc heddDs? odd ased
wringing his baids and turnlng lnightencd emycs Uuni
Burns.,

-Nobody, sir ; they couldn't- thle \vault was lutkvd
you opened, it yourseli, sir."

"Where is-Duttoo il Where is Diniiitrj ?

"Here is Duttoo, sir ; lie is .vaitiiig."
"Where is the kasaba, Duttooe" Dodd gasped! "where

have yout put it ?"
Vie frightened Hindoo stared in bewiildcrted astonish-

ment.
"Speak 1 Do you hear ?" And the manager graspet!

hini rotughly by the shoulder.
B3urns interposed, sayiiý: "Duttoo is Irighitenied, sir.-

Then turning to the goldýsmiith lie added gently : "Tell
the Burra Sahib when yuu last saw the kasaba, Diittcoo."

"Last niglit wlien the big clock >truck twelve tiines,
Hansen Sahibi took the kasaba and bis littie lamp. fIe
unlocked the strong door that ia between litre and our
littie, workshop, and he passet! throughi. Then the sahib)
locked it agaixi, and I went out the back door, as
Kuahua, the damwan, wiil say. Antd now liere arn 1
waiting for the work; that fa ail Duttoo knows,
huzoor."

"lCail Gopal Singli," Dodd coxmandeti; and wlien
the damwan of the front door camne, the manager asked
if Hansen had passet! out the iiight before,

"lYes, huzoor, surely Hansen Sahibi went out at mii-
niglit and locked the front door behint! hixu," Gopal
Singh anaswered. "No one went in because I and 13eroo
Singli rested on our charpoys against the outaide of the
door."

"Diti Hansen Sahbcryayhn "Dd s-d
"Nothing, ahlicar aytug " od skd
"Ah, I have it," the- manager declareti, "lie lias for-

gotten the comibination -he coulti fot open the vanit,
andi las hidtien 'the pearls soinewhere. Quiek, Burns,
jurup in a gliarry, drive to Ilansen's bungalow, andi tell
hlmi we are waiting. Durwan, allow no one in or out
while we search the prenises. 0f course, it will be ail
riglit as soon as Hansen comnes-quite ail riglit, but in
the meantimie-" Dodd broke off and rulibeti bis banda
together 'nervously.

The searcli brouglit forth nothing;- anxd it was with a
cry of relief Dotit heard a gha.rry clatter up to the front
door andi stop. "Ah !11 le saidti agerly, "here is Mr.

ilan1seit at 1Iast ; i10w 1 ' 'i lis x oitu iok ud lie
le.anet aLgoîi., tht or alî>

iluruls dcscundet ln cintegîrd n i i
whîtu takte v-ts J. iuok tha1t 11wit:î' the :.uc.

"Loie nîo Inîy oit b dt t scklic wiîispt'rcd,
graspýJing Bulrns 1hy thu arn:,I lii.splc lit- -ad.Now, wlia.t
ls it ?'',

lie lvsiii at huînîiilNc toit on the To)1\iii ge Rad
and hin -ilmr.îdcs tric \ol5tc t.ntunes~n it.
lie w"sa1 ys so steLdy, %ir."

-'My God 1 liucIn, taku ai (llrr ui( k go to
polict huadiquartcraan till] cI c[ Crtun tilt- Chief of
lJetetie, that I wantl bu sc 11111i. 11111 111 tua lilytIl
pilllnett, aild a1sk hual tu pIuse t. un 1t one.Bt no)t
a wod o aîîbod, m d let.

Ili lilLte inue thi eetv il :paeat
the jwlrepint histrube

-'l'il puit 'i c k (11 t Il l,' t hc Lhiuf s,:itl. (J ouîte
hetard utl Iiiîi, Milr, 0-1tdt le UrtIlglt flthe N .1ua ut
K ojac t ( e il ok ter poi >1ning thli- <esî ýd( iut.. A1ti lie
lund thv Nilzaml's jtewels th;at c stole 1 huii the

Ni/ îu was liere tuai. yer t, t k iv ueuîin ; Vil
sentil for Iiîini ut onitc. l'il h.i'.c at lk bouit, uxyýslif, i

-Thaik you, )Ir. Creightonl. I d (hop lu,oi arel sutýIl
1esil iNue a1 lelîm:tg thlat thvre Ilias hcenl foi î>1IN .

Ill give a reward - ues, tell th> 1n rupeets toc tAie
oeoer f the kasaba.

A\gaîni Burna w.it % chs lipattied iii -i ghIirr tu plice

(Ihubby riltindilacd hittle iasii who iou(ktcd îuîeti ly ut
liudd ont ut inid 11111tys

c« [liati bet ter go haL11o )yur offiLc, Mu 1. l)odd, thv
ChIief sait!, "antii youl tan1 expiaili the L.i' iliy. to) àMc
Teck,"

When the icu taeshall beeun rp.td t tt du
Lttive, Creighton salit : It scellm quilte tkar thaýt this
linsen hls iapacdwithi the pearîs ; tilt-lu is nlot,
the slightvst evNidenIc of îînyv une havis g brokeil into thev
place. lI wve cani lutate hu, e shahi find the î'ai
lie bias yîiedL the t(emp1ta1tli, 1 feaLr."

"It wasni't ass"det-iared thlt manaii.ger1 fininly. "I
wouild trus~t my lie with hinii. Thurv's bccii foul pi,
I'mi sure.*

*"Wholm dui yu auspee ?" Tec k c:ieket!i i soi t,
gentle voice.

lerasthe dur-waxis. IV\ had. Gopali Sinigh for
sortie finlie, but I've just discoveret! tht 1't-rot Singhi,
Who lias Corne£ lafely, fa a subIjetL t>f the Thakore of

"'hat connecti>n lias the Thakure wvith the caise
Teck asketi.

"Vithere is tierce rivalry betweeni the twuprices
They happeldtl Lu) mleet liere yes terdalY, ant11i nothing
woulti do ]araz bt lie muai-t haî e the peaci kasabat
andi try it on, jusf to anger Bliarana.a 1 tell you the
Thakore's eyes were unlioly iii thecir vicious jealousy. 11ie
knew that th ii Mharaijahi was going to wealr this ut the
durbar. "

"And vou think hie mnay have puit the duirwanis Up1 to,
stealing it, out of revenge ?" Teck asked.

"fIe is. capable of doing iL, 1 kniow thiat. 11e (aile Lu
tht gutidi <throne) flirougli the inurder of his unicle,"

'Weil," sait! Teck, -I watnt ani hour to look about.
'Shut the front dour, let no one in tor out, antI we'li hiold
another lit fie coniferenice livre l>in , ne hr. It is niow"'
Teck raiseti his tyts to a dlock on tlie wall -"whatt
Hialf-past eleven ? Ahli I 1 see, it iastout.

"If ia just eleven o'clock, MUr. Teck," Doddt advlsed,
puiling a watch froni has pocket. "Tha'it dlock inuait liave
stopp)eti last niglit-it was guinlg y esterdaiy. My man
lias forgQtten to wind it."

Doddt arose, w-ent to tht douck, wlhîch eunsisted of the
works, a duai plate, andi the weights andi peadufluin bang-
ing clown the wati. witbout an enciosing box, Ht awung
the penduluxu anti the dlock starteti off.

"It fa not run down--odd it shoulti have stoppeti," lie
added, "Wiwe'll mieet here at tweive arrain."1

"I wiil go tu myv office, send out Detective Thonis on


