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The-Mother Trap
By Mabel Dufford Pinkertein
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Annie's arrns about him, and ber voice
asking what ber precieus baby was crying-
in bis sleep about.

Morning cam-"the day before Christ-
mas"y--and the bouse was bright with the
eutward symbols of a jey that was net.
Only Davie, full of bis great acheme,
Beerned se much less grave and ient than
usual that bis father, watcbing him, won-
dered, with mingled gladness and pain,
whetber the boy was forgetting. He
ground bis teeth tegether as he muttered
for the tbousandth time, "I must find
them, before the boy forgets."

Davie knew weil enough wbat littie
girls hiked best-what te use for bait ini
bis tmap for a little sister. To be sure, ho
would bave te go witbout bis promised
rare treat of just two srnail pieces of
candy. "Two pieces are all a tiny Iaddie
with a delicate stomach rnay have, even
on the îday before Christmas," Daddy
bad said. It takes mother love and
mother wisdom te find the right food for
a higbstrung littie boy te eat, and houe&

keepers who buy good bebavier with
candy, sugar and cake, sometines lay the
f oundation for much pain. And the long-
ing for mother tenderness eau make a
wîde-eyed, silent littie lad of a rollicking
baby. So it had been with Davie. Hia
father's face quvrd sometimes, at his
son's wistf ut lnce at forbidden foods,
bis quit acquiscence in the strict rules
that of late had been laid down for bis
daily food. <'Daddy says it isn't good for
nié--it makes me cry in the night," was
bis reply wben offered forbidden goodies.
So the little heart, schooled te self-denial
found bis desire for the unaccustomed
Sweets not too great te be overcome. He
tucked them away bebind the brone
dlock on the mantel, standing on a chair
te do se, te await the time he bad ebosen
te set bis trap.

He knew, tee, j ust where te put the
candy bait. Out by the side deor, in bis
own favorite nook, where he stood te
watch when the grocery boy and the fruit
man and the vegetable man br6ught in
their boxesaand crates and Mbaskets of
wonderfully interesting thint-that was
the place. There was a path cut ini the
snow there now, and he knew the very
place on the dlean white Shelf of snow

~was Cousin Steve's talk aboutff traps, that set Davie's beartal saoow with a new k~heme
for winning bis beart'a desire.
The Wisdom of Cousin Steve'a

eren years-.was great indeèd te Davie's
jouri-and-a-hslf-year-old comprehienion.

"9Yeu aee," elucidated Steve, "wben you
W .sut to - Uap, anyting-any bird or ani-
IIn1, Iu know-you take some of wbat-
eyer te likes best, and put it near wbere
Jie.ftenpassesby where he will be sure
to sSeit, and you bave it fiya41 some way
00 that wben hne cernes tU U&<e that mice
bit of feod hoe will get caught fa6t. When
1 caught these grouse that mfother and 1
brougbt for the Christmas dinner, I scat-.
tered some cern around on the snow near
-gbere I had seen the grouse feeding bec-
fore tbe anow came. Then I trapled a
nice littie path and scattered cern along
that, and at the end of the path I put a
box with a trap door. Inside the box on
a board I put some more nice cern. When
the grouse foilowed the littie trait of cor-n
and came te the box, and went inside and
pecked at the cern on the board, that
pulled the string wbich dropped the door
--and there I had the grouse fast. Father
-tbat's your Uncle Steve-showed me
how.y
tThe, boys were in their favorite cerner

of the long livmng room, and Uncle Steve,
s;trolllng by just then, heard a part of bis
son'a littie lecture on tmaps. "Yes," hoe
said, smiling, "lyou can catch moat any-
thingy ou want, if you set your trap in
the righlt place, and use the right bait."

Davie, on bis pillow that night, wide
iwake witb excitement, studied how te
trap wbat hie wanted most, ad Cauglit
bis breatb witb the wonder o te thougt.
Aunt Annie beard that quick breath, and
came in te ses if ail was weil with tbis we
lonely nepbew, for whom bier beart neyer

ni'te ceased aching. "Are you ail right,
Davie boy?" she called softly. But Davie
was tee intent upon bis own great scheme
even te bear the question. "Auntie," là,
asked, as hie noticed hier standing byi >
bedaide, "wbat do mothers like beat?"'

"Tbeir ewn littie boys, I ahould think,"
snswered Aunt Annie, with a bitterness
that fortunately the littie boy did net

rapprebiend. " Why did you ask, Davie?"
.But Davie, bis one difficulty weli on the

way te solution, was already bal way te
the land of dreams.

It was a mother and a littie sister that
Davie planned te set a tmap fer. His
Wakngsehemes and i vague memories

mingle in bis dreanis. once more hoe te-
turned witb Daddy from a bappy da» at
Aunt Annie's and Uncle Steve's, in#'lie
country, te bis home, man te find mother
and baby sister, and founid only a dread-
fulieônelinessa mstead. once more bie came
back te Daddy, and found him with bis
face aH white and strange, reading a
letter. Then the dream went swiftly and
ligbtly, as dream memories will, over days
thadt bad been very long in the living-
days wben bis dear licine bad strangelY
cbanged froni ligbt and happiness te a
dreary place, where bis adered Daddy
strode from room te room, hike the-caged
creatures in the parks.î Listening in sil-
ence te bis cîders' talk,,be gatbered that
bis lovely mother bad gene away, taking
baby sister, and bad lef t a letter tellmng
daddy that it would be of ne use for bum
te aearcb for bier; that Daddy somehow
blamed biinself for bier geing, and did

herc, everywbere; wbile everyene else
b=med moýber. There was Aunt Annie'a
pitying face about the house at firt,
thon bousekeepers, one after, another,

y8ome wbo scolded, some who gave bim a
sort of kindness, but none te wbem lie
eould be persuaded te talk of the lest
mnother and sister. Net even te daddy
could hie ever speak of them. He could

eyhide bis face against daddy's neck,
anihe quivering in the circle of Daddy's
atm, while daddy's voice teld bum that

orne day their dear ones would cerne home

Pgnn But hie had beard Aunt Annie and
hcle Steve saying, "'She neyer wiil corne

I2kk-nôt after ail these montbs-" Mcm-
nre-,of mother and sister blurred and

blended witb things hoe tad been told,
their images in bis mind grèw indistinct
ultil 1 t last bis longing littie heart cried
eut for "a mother and a sister," instead
of "miv mother and m'y sister'," as at first.

T'el, in bis djeam, bis pla'n had corne
te si, Icess, and bie was. caught up, sobbing,
in thýý ai-ms of a mother wbose face he did
niot ý -and hie awakeried, to find Aunt
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ibeside the door where he would lay the
tempting bits of sweetness, and the very
corner where he would stand to wait untdl
the littie sister should sec the bait and~
walk along the wbite wailed path. And

ithen-then he would be the Urap door,
that wouid catch ber and hold her fast
and carry her to daddy. Rlis mm ind 
not picture her as' different. from the
toddhing sister who bad çone away, even'
though daddy had told him she would be
much larger wben she came home.

And for the mother-trap-he bimoel.'
would have te be the bait for that, be-
cause Aunt Annie had said that mothers
loved their own littie boysbetter flan
anytbing. Andhe would hraveto be the'
trap1 door too, and fly te her quickly, and
hold her ist, and lead ber te daddy.

Yes, this was the very p lace te make a
trap for a mother and a b sister, be-
cause there were siways miothers and'
babies passing b yeviery afternoon, right.
where tbeycou look dýwn the path -
beside the hos, and see the bits of cady:
and the littie boy. Late ini the afternoon
be would set bis Urap, when the grocery. -
boy and ail the rest were tbrough using
the side door, and there would be ne one.
ini the kitchen te, watch, and he would'
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