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i4FTWEEN THE CHORES
JO)TTINGS BY A RANCHER Wri

INTRODUCTORY.

,>rduLhing does îlot necessarly de-
note -bubolic barbarism." Who
drives fat oxen need flot himself be
cîthier fat or bovine. But "facile est

descenSUS averno," and avernUS in the
case of a rancher consists of the back-
xaters of intellectual sluggishness
arid slipshodness whereby culture
gets choked. There is a form of acti-
vity ini backwaters which may be mis-
taken for progress; but it is the rest-

less, aimless, swirlifig round and
round of petty lotsarn quite apart
frorn and out of touch with the main
s5trearn of the world's social and in-
tellectual life. Culture as wolî as
-capital îs required by the rancher;
thse latter tu bujld up and make a suc-
4.e',s of his herd of cattle; the former
io bulld up and make a success of
hîinîself. Rural Canada at the pre-
sent moment needs both badly.

Mauiy things made a deep impres-
sior on nîy mind when 1 was new to
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my uwni chores. Ilad 1 pussessed
as littie culture as capital these chorus
would probabiy have dragged nme
down to their level, making mine the
lîfe of a hînd. But culture bas raised
the chores5 ; I placed tbem in the cata-
gory of lite's duties; and thus ti-
nobted, îny chores aflord me as much
pleasure is tise perfoi'mance and as
much satisfaction when performed as
in former days and in -another place"
I spent my working hours in a differ-
ent kind of daily tasks. "Tbe mind is
its own place," wrote Milton; and one
cari make a heaven of wbat, without
culture. miglit be but drudgery.
ShiaîllI tell you my secret? It us simi
ply this: 1 use my cliores as a nie-
ditnm of mental work, Some are bet-
ter media than others for the purpose
lFor instance, collecting the fore-
noon's harx-est of eggs requires one
to be "ail there;" it is too delicate a
task ti permit of the nîind's being
engaged on the problem, say, of pro-

The Ranche Farmer.
lui a rash mromient before staruînig

li Canada 1 gav e a promiuse to anl
iiortuniate'editor ot a Bengal mnaga-

ziîîe that 1 would send hunit''soîne-
îlîîug frorn the land of rny adoption.
1 contributed, in iiIIfuiiment of rny
prii oise, a short article entîtled -The
I 'tis of Rauching '''The coud ud-
in'g paragraph rait as tollowss: In
tin1s short ''study" there e. îlot space
f or more, though usueiili mo re could
l)e written. Like one of Sir NoeI
Paton's masterpieces. xxhile the tout
enIsemble forms one grand Iicture,
e ich detail is a picture hy itself, full
of interest and beauty. novelty %ind
picturesqueness. and over-worked city
men in eastern centres, such as Cal-

uttta, would find exhilarating and re-
t uperative resort-something different
from, and probably better as well as
cheaper, than the usual "run home."

Months passed; the article was duly
nublished-and forgotten. when one
day 1 fouind in my mail-bag a letter
iin an unfamiliar hand addressed:

M r. S. P.,
Ranche Farmer,

Foothilîs of Alberta.
Canada.

Mucli to flie credit of the postal
atithorities that ltter arrived safely.

A RANCH IN TUE WEST.

theu Psuutry--four yu.urs igo. 'I'lic lanc tectisîl îsîs tce tiadu. PHut île

xci s kindncss anud eourtery of tIse nidlî-hing a gîarlcdl tree root and con-

iiil5ix cials froîss Halifax t,) Cal-s uî îîg it iîîto a pile of fire wood in

gacx . tîhu case witli whIicîs I got aIl 1 .anîexcellent îîîentivc toa xîgiWroun

n5at i i tise sîsapu of wîîesandl tîîîkig. 1 have solved rmanqia

npici, i ý Mlai r; fil(- pleas aut. sur- kîotty probicin sîhîle dîslocating tie

pImsu at iindîug nsy b,,,s agaiiî miijoinits of a kisotty sturnlp. It e.n l

th lic noniig outmîslciîsy Iotel hedu s nitely btter foc tise purpîsse. aisd

i, ),i d(loir iis,-eaiieui; anîd th e lusi-iiitely moi-e Iealtîstul tlîan a gaI-

jucîsînt one at ilot tîndisg isîy iewxxloi] of midiiiglst oul or a score of pipus

-'lit-u utgti xici 1 iail left uown-'tair-, if tohbîcco

i teliggage roui But sxhat îm- lle\s'iiîg xs'ss<sl andildrasî'iîg xvter.

pr' e c-clnie nsost wa> the. ta enieis bc1wtiex' uer no enîissîled. areinonle

\vtirI '(hures''1' le iiotis' used it the \\,orne ofintiîerx'.is (of resr In

Tt wemecid to bc a kiiîd nM hihholetl ilst. part of thse ec isi selît I feel iii

ail I1sxas eager ta kniow usore about ierfu riisisg îss s chIores e. , deriveul

'li, chlarnsîng additionî t-)îîîv i cah-inmus tish i-iue .ti.tstioiioe

niay rsThat was four years ago I Ais itig iip't.iu''- xxaitiisg shah I

-til lucir tise vorl; luit soisîeisoxv i cixysxearx iigt for issv joiîîing lier

ha, Mt  is pristine t lani Philo- iilier r s/xhujisîir. My tinss%rît-

a fg i avxorable ',tulxsof mnieanid iig îlen-k i, tlerc andii or uiscice-t

Ia lît ) 1> tried to fil the origîn oft boul.-. 'anil \\hile restîuîg ''betxx'eeii

ilit wx 'd ''cioresi' ' Te Ilindustaîsi the chrloC'''i lt clown isthe tlîoiiglts

Arl -chnc''rit once cnggestes itself. HttlAve' m'en crs alli7ing ont 'f

' ( ''i useanis"a tfluet..' 'Cîsores'' tlo,ç (Or ilsîs reul uhonul portion-s
inayl'e su caield ecau-se tîscv are tise of -mie f,îx uie anîlîsr. Anid ti's

!1 'i fa man's time.There iA ais- iir d.î s-are Mienst -happy antiun-

t lindiustani sx'orsl 'clsîî c'ueans tid tandit onîîfiope that sx'iile lesîs

a kformedin auivxer byv gra- ie n iz uuî i hIiiis'o lilfe - sse are -na

Midi sebris obstrcrting tisechain- t et tAsvîertthetis-t setais su

anti wuusitiîsse'. f''srniisg a Pr- -tti-.., 1f. ii1 - 'i

tis1usd inii miiistre i (certiei-vs iliv ate tihe anétdsteq ta 'hu
jj("u,* t lisc-,i''. tîli ti lt tte mini -.'tic h cliii n tlsît i'h" ut-it''"" xx'

i ftie'n- daulixlife' ''' xiih1i -. , ' iix'\lbrcta"

r tcuh chl, iisitî tli tii r(, e ' :sý an sactixve ifluience in ouîr

t1l i aia l, as-1'have i dtns ¶' t1 -' 'etrisst' Il i iul ii

1 t e i iidc ldnie of a culrionils posst .1
experience 1 liat sîme years ago.I
Ilias! ritteis a ltter in iei gal tu mx
\Ifu \\.hoIs 's th deu residing ini Flfe
,hire, Sc)tîtiisl. l'ic ltter ''.as ad-

Duira li.
Cupar-Fife. N. B

1 sien t home uni leave sliortly a ftcr
1)sotlîsg the ltter andi arrived before
it; bu1t lit haîlcolluie v a c ircuitous
route. An îintelligenît PBengali clerk
had transslated *'N B ." îîrh Northern
Beiîgal, insteadl(4 No)rtlî Britain.
it sia - i Ie 11t to hini tien that
'C ilpa r'' \vwýas uinîîspeled forîsi of

''Cîap~î'' xi îl 'Fi fe" xxa'- nerely
al calîgrapli r.nîittts Off thin
xulit iin îi mforîîîîmit lutter t, that
centre -fthie îiîg ýiîîdii'tr.îr O<ne
Can faut y tIse 1p(-)t office Bagils ol
('lîpi a pîtîiîg thitir xvi slicîsl'
togOtier In <lui) c,,îîsîl1tatîssîî as to
xi l1iat thles I--iilîfhl 1d, xii tii tue docti-

nIlt. 1,s (u1lîaîî ce, 1 1n nI"ie lî1r e Mil
wliht. s 111p thsece ''îîî.îkîuîg Iig ~pile'
ini iîisig . M 1 l i is! tihe flaîs ay
the iii t er lî,'f ,' tlie S l

' r v t1ioI' ist "siî'' - tlîei c ri(-,

xxi. ith''rezîîltioii ted ik' o,
11V 'il\01' ' wtsi t r v thse Iî t cl

il V 't1-:1111 ; '1 1 T i, lt- 5 '. 5 t''' '

t , -W nf 'sus îtCre- tc, tlii,' -t

\etik ofifeu. Thle post office is a
îarx''Il i... îittution-thc Caniadiani

'Rurail' îilot excepted.
Needlcss to say tlîat, plsîlologist as

1arn, the iiexx word "Ratich-farmer'
.ttracted niy attention. It zansnsed
se at first-ît looked su fun ny 1 But

ist hecamu tfariliar it began to
take its place as a useful additionî to
îîy vocabulary. As far as 1 amn
xvare, it 15 a new coinage, but 1 arn
open to correction. At aIl events
it is, 1 think, a nmore accurate ex-
pression than. "mixed farmer."

ln goverrument pamphlets on West-
'rui Canada one constantly reads of
.mixed farming" as being the ideal
form of profitable rural industry in
the VVest; and by mixed farming is
ileant the owning of a small herd of
cattie and the growing of cereals for
the market. Now, "farming" and
'farmers" are well known terrms; s0
ire "ranching" and "ranchers." * To
see farming at its best one should
visit the Lothians of Scottand. The
W~est of America is, I believe, the
home of the rancher. It is to AI-
berta and its neighborhood that we
are invited to go and sec "mixed
farming" and the "mixed farmer."
1 wonder what district is left tfor the
"mixed rancher!" Probably he may
be seen 'booted and spurred and a','

fre'quenting the popular re-
sorts of ttie nearest city. He
lias branded bis stock, turned
the-m out for the season and
has corne to town for a rest
and change. As a rule the
".mixed rancher" is in immin-
ent danger of becQming a
cropp,ýr in a financial. bog-
ho le.

Time was, and that flot long
ago, when owners of cattie-
no niatter whether the herd
nuxnbered 20 or 200--could
turn tbem out on the range
and devote bis attention to
putting up a li-beral suppîy (Yi
hay against a bad winter.
These h-appy days have not
quite gone yet. In thse bis
last year, I passed through
several properties, tise owners
of whicb' liad nothing to show
in the way'of ploughing t>ut a
srnall "cabbage patch." But
wave after wave oif the rising
tide of immnigration is roîiing
over and engulfing ouïr open
land. That disfsgurement par
excellence of our ioveiy coun-
iry, the barbed wire fence, is
throwing out its hideous ten-
tacles in aIl directions, and thse
owners of smail properties
are won'dering 'what is to be-
corne of thens wben tise coun-
try is "aIl fenced up." Neces-
sity compeis the small rancher
to look more closeiy alter thse
land that lbelongs to him, set-
ing tliat ."what is-n't his'n" no
longer is at bis di-sposai.

1 nid so lie develops into-what? -A
inuixed farmer? Heaven forbidl

lîard-headed, keen-witted "sons of the
'i)il" that have made a home and a
competency bv frugality. and honesty
Mi the "Far West." No! They de-
x'einp int) ranch farmers. Forced to
-nîtivate their land, in order to pro-
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A GREAT CHANCE TO MAKE MONEY
Wouid youliIkoto maice p>io aear. I arnmîaking tbat
011Rn orig;inal nveetineit of So. yoa can do theuae.

Iiy <rki, îthiaisplan von cal, gatinidepenidmflce piîd
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HOMAE WORK
$7r to $10 per Weok

We want reliable parti" tb knlt for un
et iîssme whiole or spatret tnie. we furîîisi
nias hiî,e. yair,î. etc. send your nanic and ad-
dress at once for full particulara.
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