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FLASH,

THE FIREMAN'S STORY,

Flash was a white-foot sorrel, an® run on No. 3:

Not mich stable manuers—an aversge horse o see:

Notional in bis methods—strong in Ioves an’ hates s

Not very wuch respected, or popular “mongst his
mates;

Dull an’ woody au’ sleepy on ' off ™ an’ quict days:
Full of turb’lent sour looks, an’ stall sarcastie

ways! X .

Keowled and bit at hiz partner, an’ banged the stable
{321) puad . .

With vther tricks intended to designate life a bore,

But when, be't day or night thue, he heard the alarm-
bell ring, K
Iie’d rush for his place in the hamess with a regular
iger spring ;
;\n‘(\\f:ulclx‘\vilﬁ ‘nervous shivers the clasp of buekie
an' band., .
Until 3t was plainly ev'dent he'd like to lend a hand.

An’ when the wond was given, away he would rush
nn’tear, R .

As 28 g thousand witehes was rumplin® up his hair,

An” wake his mate upcrazy with its waguetie charne

Yor every hoat-beat sounded « rexular tire alarm!

Never s horse & jockey would worship an” admire

Like Flash in froat of hisengine, a-racin’ with a fire:

Never # horse so lagy, so dawidlin®, an’ so slack

As }Pus{x upon his retarn trip, a-dreawin® the engine
hack.

Nuow, when the ditferent horsas gt tender-footed an?
ol

They sin’t no use in our business: = Flash was
ﬁl}z\ﬁb' sold . . . 3

To quite a respectable wilkman: who found it nut so
1Y

A-bessing of God's ereatures cutside o their reg'lar

ane.

Seems as if 1 could see Flash a-mopin” aleng here
nOw,

A-feeiin’ that he was stmply assiztant to s cow

Bat sometimes he'd imseine he heard the alarm-bell's
din,

An’ jump sn’ resr for o minute before they could
hodd i in g

An' cuee, in spite o
‘mongs! us chaps,
Te tn“;: with the other horses, of former fires.
perTanps:
Whereat the mitkman kicked hima : wherefor. us boys
1o plesse, )
He bewged that
kuoees,

hiz masier, he strolle

in

horse’s pardon upon his bended

But one day, for 3 hig fire as we wasmskin® a dash,
Buth o' the horses we had on somewhat resemblin’
nsen,
Yellin” sa’ ringin’ an” rushin', with excellent voice
an’ heart,
We pazsed the poor oid fetlow, a-tugsin’ away at his
vari.

Ifever I xee un ol horse wrow upwards intu a now,

Ifever | soe s driver whiee traps behind him flew,

“Iwas thet old borse, a rompin’ 20’ rushin’ down the
iruck,

An‘rt.‘z:'xg: respeciable milkman, s-tryin® 1o held him
hack.

Awayr he dushed Hike 3 evelove for the head of Na. 3,
trained the jead, 2y’ kept it, au’ steered his jouruey

the wheots an’ burses, an” still on the keenest

all that district with good respesiabie

eilin’ an® runnin', and vainly bollerin”

marn bracie’ and' sawin', with never u bit of
LRVETE: SN

2" chucklin®, and bollerin’;

teo it an' sweepin” atong like

where

Tl

thad,”

Sent the respectahbiis
. omd:

Watihed 1l he rew

thiere -

After whivh be reliuquished all mterest in the aJair.

the fire was, halted with =
milkman heels over head in

the engine properly workin’

20’ willed an’ dawdled—faded away once

Tm_»}‘; up bis old vec'pation of vatin® lite « bwre :

Tad -'l;a‘wx, in his harmess, snd—sorry 1 am to say—

The mitkinan he had drawn there dresw his dead pody
away, )

That's the whole o my story + I've seen, iore'n once

o7 wice,

Th“; }»u;wr'lumb animals” actions are full of human
. Ardvice

An’ 1Y yun ark what Flash taught, T simply answer
yait, then,

That poor old hoerse wag a symbol of some intelligent
min.

Wirt CarLETON, in Harpes'a,

Hon™ THE RATAI GF LOMBOCK TOOK
THE CENSES.

The Rajah having found that, year by year,
the rice tribete grew less, and having also no-
ticed when he had been out hunting, that the
people of the villages looked well-fed and happy,
and that the krisses of his chiefls and officers
were getting handsomer, and the handles that
were of yellow wood were changed for ivory, and
those of ivory were changed for gold, ke began
to find out which way the tribute went. Baut
haw- conld this be proved? CUntil he could do
that lie would remain silent cnd number his
prople, and no more be cheated of his just tri-
bute of rice.

When the Rajsh had decided upon haviog a
censuy taken, he was . much exercised in his
wiind as to. how it might be done.” He could
not go himselfl into. every village and every
liouse, and count the people ; and if he ordered
it to be done by the regular officery, they would
at:once understand what it was for, and the
census would be sure to agree with the quantity

- of rice he got last year. - The question now was
how to take the census, and yet keep any one
from knowing that it had been taken, .

This was a very hard problem’; and the Rajaly

thought and thought as hard - as a Malay Rajah

can be expected to think, but could not solve
it ; nnd so he was very unhappy, and did nothing
but smoke and chew betel with bis favorite wife,
and ate scarcely anything : and even when he
went to the cock-fight did not scem to care
whether his best birds wou of not. ~ For several
days he remained in this sad state, and all the
Court were afraid some evil eye had bewitched
hit.

After a weck’s continuance of this strange
melancholy, & welcome change took place, for
the Rajah sent to call together all the chiefs and
priests and princes who were then in Mataram,
his capital city : and when they were all as.
sembled in auxious expectatiov, he thus ad.
dressed them :—

* For many days my heart has been sick and
1 kpow not why, but now the trouble is cleared
away, for I have had a dream; last night the
spirit of ¢ Gunong Agong'—the great fire moun-
tain —appenred te me, and told me that I must
go up to the top of the mountain. All of you
way come with me near to the top, but then i
wmust go upalone, and the great spirit will again
appear to me and will tell me what is of great
importance to me and to you and to all the
people of the island, and let every village fur-
nish men to make clear a road for us to go
through the forest and up the great mountain.’

So the news quickly spread, and men from
every village clesred a path up the mountain
for the Rajah ; and by the banks of clear streams
and beneath shady trees they built sheds and
huts of bamboo thatched with the leaves of
palm trees, in which the Rsjsh and his attend-
ants might eat and sleep at the close of each day.

When all was resdy s day was fixed, but on
the day before that appointed for starting, all
the chiefs came to Mataram, and encamped
under the tall waringin trees that border all the
roads about Mataram, and with blazing fires
frightened away all the ghouls and evil spirits
that nightly hannt the gleomy avenues.,

The next moruing the journey was com-
menced, and on the second day they left the
last village behind them and entered. the wild
country that surrounds the great mountain.

When they were near the summit the Rajsh
ordered them all to balt, while he alone went to
meet the great spirit on the very peak of the
mountain.  So hie went on with two boys only
who carried his sirih and betel, and soon reached
the top of the mountain among great rocks on
the edge of the gulf, whence issue forth con-
tinnally smoke and vapor. The Rajah told the
boys to sit down under a rock and look down
the mountain, and net to move until he return-
ed to them. Feeling tired, and the sun being
wartn, they fell asleep. The Rejah went on
under another rock : and he too, being tired,
and the sun warm and plensant, also fell asleep.
They who were waiting thought the time loug,
until at length they saw him coming down with
the two boys. ‘When he met them he looked
grave, but said nothing, and the procession re-
wurned as it had come.

After three days, the priests and chief men
and the princes were summonad by the Rijah 10
hear what the graat spirit bad told him ou the
mountain. e told them that when at the top
of the mountain he had fallen into a trance, and
the great spirit had appeared to him with a face
like burnished gold, and had said : O Rajah!
much plague and sickness and fevers are coming
upon all the earth, spon men and upon horses,
and upon cattle; but ax yon and your pweople
have obeyed me, and have eome up 10 my great
mountain, ] will teach you how you and atl the
people of Lombock may escape this plagae.”
And all these great men waited 1o hear how this
calamity might be averted.  Afier 5 shori time
the Rajah told them that the great spirit had
commanded that they shonld miake twelve
sacred Krisses, and that to rake them every
district and every village must send a bundle of
needles—a necdle for every bead in the village.
Aud should any disease appesr in any village,
one of the sacred krisses must be sent there, and
the disease’ wonld cease at onve if the proper
wumber of needles from every house in that vil.
lage had been contributed ; bhut the kriss would
not have any virtue if a wrong number of needles
had been sent.

The princes and chiefs wade known the won-
derful news all over the ‘island, and qnickly
collected the exact nuwmber of npeedles, afraid
that if any were short the whele of the people
of their village might suffer. 8o the chiefl men
of the villages brought to the Rajah their buudles
of needles. The Rajah received them and put
them away, carefully wmarking each buundle with
the name of the vif!age snd the district from
whenee it came, .

When every village had seut its buudle, the
needles were made into twelve krisses under the
watchfal eye of the Rajah, and when foished,
put carefully away until they shonld be wanted,

The journey to the mountain had been made
in the dry season, when no rain falla'in Low-
bock ; bat soon after the krisses were made it was
the time of the rice harvest, and the chief men
of the villages and districts came with: their
‘taxes to the Rajah, according to the number iu
each village. - -~ : e v

In consequence of the Rajah knowing through
the needles the exact number in emh‘ village,
the tax greatly increased, and none of the Kajahs
or Sultans among the Malays were w0 great or
B0 'Fowet{nl as the Rajah of Lombock, s

he twelve krissea too, had much virtue, for

of the krissca was sent for, when the sickness
would sometimes disappear, and the sacred kriss
was then taken back with' reat. honor, © But

sometifnes the sickness wonld ot go away, and

if_any sickness came amongst the villages, one

then every one was sure that there had been o
‘mistake in the number of ueedles sont from
that village, and so the sacred kriws had uo
effect, and was taken back by the head man with
u heavy heart, but yet with all honor—{or wus
not the fault their own?

WARNER'S MUSIC.

The Waguer afternoon at the May Featival,
we said, was both a revelation and a conversion.
Thers were many persons who had been in *“ the
misty mid-region " of doubt about his music.
But after that wonderful performance they falt
that they had seen a great light, and that there
could be reasonable doubt nolonger of the power
and beauty of the music. In this last spring,
also, the Wagner opers has captivated London,
aud it is plain from the newspapers of both
countries that the younger eritics will no more
permit the old times and the okl masters to
monopolize all the fame of great wmusic than
Charles Wesley would permit the devil to have
all the good music. Indeed, when a composer
draws princes and potestates with their ghitter-
ing trains, and the pilgrims of every lesser de-

ree, frofa all parts of Christendom to a dull
iitle town in Germany, and when the great
newspapers all over the world give greater space
to the description of the performance of his
music than to political events and battles which
menace the existing limits of states and natious,
and when all this betokens a universal curiosity
and interest in intelligent and art-loving cireles
everywhere, it can hanily be allowed that the
significance of the composer in the world of art
should be coutemptuously challenged. The
nature aud value of the power which produves
this result it mav not be easy at once preqisely
to determine. But to stigmatize it as merely
eceentric charlatanry is langhable, There was
quite as much skeptical and seofling head-shak-
ing over Beethoven ay there has been over Wag-
ner. That does not prove Wagner to be a new
Beethoven. But it certainly dues not help the
theory that he is a pretentious quack and a mere
grotesyne sensationalist.

The performancefof Parsiful was appareutly
successful.  Tudeed, where there has been so
wach preparation and anticipation, not to fail
is to succeed. There was the inevitable com.
parison with other works of the same compeser,
but there was the undoubed touch of the xame
haud, and an actaal addition 1o the mytholon.-
cal opera.  Wagnar's theoties of apera veed not
disturb the hearer. 80 long ns he produceasuch
masic as wax heard on the Wagnar afternooon in
May, he may write it according 1o what dagenas
he will, since no one suswrplibie to eX.uisite
musieal effzcts can deny its charm snd power.
He can not, indeed, destroy the univer.al de-
light in melody, in tune, and, despite the en-
thusiasta, it is atill possible to'enjoy othar music
of other schools.  Nothing conld well be more
strikingly contrasted than the singing of Ma.
terpa and the singing of Gerster, Bat i1 s a
poverty-stricken taste that canuotl enjoy bsth,
each in its ewn kind.

“ True love in thic difers from geld and elay,

That to divide §5 not to take away,
There still remains, imdeed, the suestion,
“whether iy greater,” the galf or the Ghibel.
line ! But that iz a question which vexes only
the contentioud, not the cantentsd, mind. The
man who can sre ouly one calor, who can enjoy
only one acent, who can hear but one strain, ix
bersaved of more than hall the channe of the
world.—furper's,

PENAL SERVITUDE IN ENGLAND,

By an ingensate system of incesaant imyprison-
ment the State is eonstantiy driving praple futo
Jatl, and is training up ity children to hecome
inmates of ronvict prisons. A hacden-d crimi-
nal has been known to xay that be had a0 firss,
as o child) stolen o save u mother from starva-
tion:  The law kuew no diatinetion. - Although
the savagery of Eaglish Yaw has greatly abated,
the nativnuel blunder of exees<dve imprisenment
is still perpetrated on the largest scale, « relic
of the bal}harism of the past. It may be laid
down as a principle that no child under twelve
{ears of age onght 1o be went ta jatl, It is not

ong since Sir Richard Cross Jiberated a poor
child only six or seven years old.  In the upper
and middle classes, when a child for some petty
theft would have hils ears boxed or be sent to
bed, » little urchin on the streets will be com-
mitted to prison and turned into a jail-bird.
While imprisonment for. debt is practicaliy
abolished in the case of the rich, multitudes of
poor people are sent o prison every year by the
County Court Sudges. ~Again, it often happens
that for sinniug agoiust sone by-law, where neo
nural offence has beon commitied, a poor man,
through inability to pay o fine, is commitied to
prison.  This might be avoided by the simple
expedient of permitting him to pay the fine by
instalments within a fixed time. When once n
child or grown up person has beon committed to
prison the rubicon’ is passed, and penal servi.
tade perhaps becomes the living death of the
crimiual through the blaudér of sneicty.. 1t als
most kectng to be the great objoct of the State
to put the greater number of people into prison

regardless of the expenso incurred by the trx-
paying commaunity, S ) .

Penal servitudo is a living death. 1t is &

state of slavery, as Lord Chief Justice Coleriige
habitually calln it in passing sentence, It s a

system which has hardly been chiallenged, or ify

! merits and dmue;im (airly . discussed. =~ Sir ¥«

ward du Cane, the chief director, writes ki
pamphlet and mnkes his speech at the socgﬁ
Scienco Congress 3 the nocessary estimates ar
nioved in Parlinment ; the Blue Books are re'.s
gularly, or rather irregularly, published the
differont reports of officials having beon carefully
manipulated to suit the ideas of the ndministm’.
tion ; thu prisoners are” iuspected, and found
“models of vleanliness and order.””  Buy Jiber
ated convicts have found opportunities to te\l
their stories in books nnd papers, when th
voice, stifled and unheeded, during years of coy.
finement, has found nttamnce at last.  Some of
their statements aro truly lamentable, and ro.
quire, and will doubtless recoive, sorious attes.
tion fromn the commissioners, 1 apecially wish
that two men, one of whom wrots some tine.
ago a book '“ Six Years in the Prisony of Fyg.
land,” and the other afew months buck, ** Pive,
Years' Penal Servitude,” conld be examined
before them. They each declare that their
lives were imperilled by the brutalities of
wanlers or of surgeouns’ assistants, The words
of a convict, howaver truthful, are noever re.
veived against those of a warder, howeves
tyrannical and depraved, The food is the same
for all prisoners, without regard to age or P
petite, 8o that, while some are over-fad, othery
are in a state of hunger and devour camile.
ends and garbage.

If penal secvitude be, then, this living death
it becomes ensential that it should not Ye !ighﬂ\z
intlicted nor its term prolonged: beyoumd the time
when the great euds of secondary punishiment
way be supposed to be satisfied, It s strougly
urged that the first punishment of imprison.
ment might be made shatper and ay the same
time nach shoster, The great object of legis.
lation should be by all educating und amlior.
sting influences Lo prevent young people from
getting futo jail, sud to release thein as soon as
consistent is with the wellbeing of society.

ECHOES FROM LONDON,

Me. D B. Crawsnay writiag {rom Rawfield,
Sevenoake, says that the cheqnefor £1,130 000,
in connection with Mr. Fiteh Kemp's #ntertain.
ment of the Tonbridge Conservative Awsaiation,
fabulous chieque as it was, wax ouldutie by wye
for thres millinng, which passed through the
London aud Westminster Bauk within the jast
two years,

A vew and remarkabls developiment af the
Salvation Army iy setioudy contemplated by
General Booth, 1t s now  proposed that 3
v Salvation Nuvy” should be orpanized.  The
plan is to hold services in the river boals and
jarges to by requisitioned for the purpose, the
revivalists to be dressed in blue jorseys, The
sugzesiion has commendel itsolf to the leaders
of this extraordinary movement, wha are going
into it with great cuerpy.

Loxpovres will soon be able to see what {u.
diazg mnscans ausd daneees are ke, OF thesa
musivians Mr. Kitts speaks with admitstion be
anse of their vigor, and of the daneors with re-
serve bevause ol their morale,  Both danoans
aud masiczans are coming here, aod an enter
tainment s promised s truly Hmdeo, 1t to
be hoped that the display will be better than the
recent exhibition of Hindoo jugplery, That was
as Bittle worth sceing as i- the uiederu mage of
Cairo.

Tuw prospectus has been is-ued of the Londen
Tramways Omnitns Co, Limited, with a eagatad
of £100,03) in £10 shares, half of which iy now
otfored for subneription, The object of the Come
pany b primanily to eotinect the twe fiosst ox-
teasive Metispoiitan Tramway« nurth and smh
of the Thames he s line of omuibuss bailton e
mnt approved modern pattern with ah lh\\‘..\‘u‘ﬂ
Pmprovemnents ag regards ventintiop, lighiing
L.

fris said that the increase of Freemasons
during the time the Prines of Wales bas been
Most Worshipfnl Grand Master is so great that
it warrants the erection of a Temple of vast di-
mensions for the accommodation of the bre
thren. A suggestion has been made that the
site of the proposed National Opern House should
bo obtained, and a suitable building erected on
it.  Plaus have actually been prepared for ths
purpose by Measra, Mo Wyatt and T, 3. Archer,
and they are being submitted to eminent mem-
bers of the araft,  The site is undoubtedly one
of the most couvenient that conld be selected,

AnoutT six weeks ago a distingnished China-
mnn was tragelling {u this country. bll}. like
most Celestisls, he had but o very faint idea of
meii and mauners fu  Eogland.  He had no

‘chaperone, as some of these gentlemen have, but

in couzns of time he found his way to the House

~of Commons, and he sent in lis card to Mr.

Bright. The ex Chancellor of ‘the Duchy of
Lancaster-at once” rea]mnded to the call, and in

“the course nf the conversition, which was cop-
~ducted in English,
- Foglish sacholar, .
*¢ How did vou know me 1"

:

for the Cilestinl was a gool
Mr. Bright asked of him,
The Celeatinl. con-
fessed that his knowledge of the *Tribune of
tho people " was- . derived, from his efligy-
Madante Tusnaud’s,  And. such I8, fame1 The

story pst s trae, for Mr. Bright tells it hime
el . g : e SR




