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trated the greaterofienco laid to his charge.
at the end of tho hour's run betsveen Woking
nnd London he and his victim would infalli-
bly be in the hands of the police. What
was the offence then that ho meditated ?
To triumph without the use of overmaster-
ing force over the virtue of a respectable
xomrn to whom he was a perflect stranger
and who had given him no encouragement ?
That s msn of the world can have thought
his succass in such an atlempt possible is
saurcly beyond belief. We seem to be
driven to the hypothesis that he mistonk
Misa Dickinzon's character, and perhaps her
indentity. ‘The freedom with which she en-
tered into conversation with him, no one
else beingin the carriage, though perfectly
innocent on her part, was somewhut iodis-
creet and may have encouraged his illusion.
for, by her own nccount, do his firat ap
proaches to familinrity appear to have been
judiciously—though her subsequent alarm
shows that they were sincerely—repelled,
She did Dot at once speak that commanding
word which uttered by the lips of purity
qeells and freezes any lust but that of n
satyr.  So much we may venture to say at
this distanco from the scene of the occur-
rence and from all the parties concerned.
The statements asto the lady’s connections,
ifbe had once fallen into a mistake 23 to
her indentity or character, would naturally
makeno impression on his mind. Suvnos
ing this theory to be correct, Colonel B “zer
would still siand concicted of o gross a -
bestial act ; be would atill have disgracs
bis position as a gentleman and bis catlir
ass soldier, He would still deserve j.. ..sh-
ment aud degredation. But his conduct is
at least reconciled with aanity and with
those prudentia. instincts which in even the
most vicious mes of the world become a
second nature. It assumes tho aspect not
of a sudden and protenious outvurst of
wickedoess, as the Judge in adjusting the
penalty assumed it to be- but of the normal
depravity ol'a licentious man who fancied
that be had found a safe, and in his eyes a
legitimste opportunity of gratifying his
last.

Iiis to be feared that in passing judg:
ment on thisand other strange phenomena
of English scciety allowance must be made
for & great chango in English charcter.
Tho vast increzse of wealth, and the corres*
poading groath of the appetite for pleasure,
1te craviag for strong excitement, togother
with the decay of religious belief and of the
woral puinciples which in the mass of man-
krd are inseparably connected with it, have
s0t only swept away the Inst vestiges of old
Exghsh Puritanisw, Lut made derp inroads
caold Eaglish virtue. Fastaess is tha ten-
deacy and tho tone of the rich of both sexes,
1d fastaess is,wiws soluptucussurroundings,
sl¥ays on tho verge of something worac.
The manaers not only of English youths,
st ol Euglish maidens, in the present day,
e very different, not only in lorm, but in
2 cast of character expressed by them
t:33 those of the old regime.  Freanch senli-
2at has invaded the theatre and the
woiel. Abandoned women, who thirty years
15 would not have dared to show them-
saves in the resorts of decent saciety. now in
«xdog, 28 1n Paris, flaunt with their dashing
equipages in the park, receive the homsge
Qe calling themseives gentlemen, and
seltked of mith interest by women calling
Wemselves ladies. Saspicionin tbese cases
$toerally out- wns the reality ; but suspicion
t&als to- the rapid spread of corruption
w20ag tos higher classcs of what was once
3¢ most moral of European capitals.  Vice

ks 8 greedy ear to the report; fancies
ozl resiraints relessed more extensively

than they aro ; and wherever it does not
meet with a barrier of ice imagines that im-

pure firer must glow.--The Nation. i

©ILONEL BAKER. |

Threo juries tried the case of Colonel
Bsker at Croydon on Monday last. The!
first, some fow thousand strong, yelling and i
surging abont the Croydon Court Ilouse,
condemned lim to the gallows, First, bo.
caure he was a man of high social rank, and
a gallant ollicer who had served his country;
secondly, hecausa he had spoiled their fun
by decliniog to act otherwise than ns a imnan
!of honour under the charge brought againat
him; and, thirdly, because they could not
get into the bhuilding to hear the evidence.
The second jury, that impannelled by the
sheriff, acquitted him of the greater crime
;and convicted him of the minor offence.
First, hecause there seemed no ather tway!
y of discharging their duty in the face af tha
rovidence befoie them; secondly, hecause
the judge told them to do so ; and, thirdly
because Colone!l Baker and his counsel
scorned to ask them to do otherwise. The
third jury consisted of those present in court
other thsn the judge and the impanneled
jury, and from these he received the verdict
of an omntous silence broken only by the
honest cry of * Bravo Baker §'? as he lelt the
coust. Tne only approach to a sign of ap-
proval of which aoy of the princizal actors
in that day’s proceedings was the subjact.

Bravo Bsker! with twelve months of im
nrisonment, £300 fine and the cost of this
. , -asive prosecution. Bravo! for what
ever your fault you have been man and
gentlemsn enough to speak not a whisper
which should not be heard to save yourself
from ruin or raise 3 doubt as tothe sabso-
lute purity of all concerned in the charge
agzinst you.

The judge spoke like s man, from the
first carned away by a sense of indignn-
tion on account of an offence—common
enough, we regiet to say, in Euglish lite—
let us speak tho truth. without soplustica.
tion. 1is jury apoke according to thseri
dence and the direction of the judge. Tae
yeltling jurs spoke as they woutd speakaf
kept out of a wild beast show, or [ told
‘that a colopel was their natural enemy, or
Vif they suspected any man of good po-uon
of the bruiahiy they deem their o ¢n tirth-
tight, but the quiet, thoughtful, unsworn
‘ jury who heard thie charge and the evidence
and saw the witnesses, spoke moro to the
truth than all the rest when tuey sad
nothing, for thero was nothing to be said, or
thst should be siid, except of a sort we are
not yetquite prepared to biear

\Well might Justice B-ett, with an amount
of just sentimeat wuich «id bim honour,
lguard bimself from iaflicting n sentence
I

which would shut outits subject from an
booourable carcer hereafter, and which
would be, as he termed it, ¢ personally de-
grading.”” while the bope expressed by the
judge that -*by some britliant services™
|hercal’ler ho might wipe out the stain of
the present shadosy, ooly echeod tho feeling g
of all pressnt that one of the most gallant
tofficers in the Quaeen’s Service mustin ume
Iwipe away tho recollecuion of what be will
now, no doubt, justly sutfer asan example
to scire Wirse men from greater offances. |
! 1VWoare no advocates of milutary. ljicence;
Inny more than we aro apologtsts for tho ap-‘
pareatly more venial ofteaces of aivil liber-|
ttines, but ws heartily concur in the hope of
1)Mr. Justice Brett, thst Colonel Biker may
hieresfter be peraitted to * serse Lis coun-
try britliantly,’ as he has served her before,
and continue to merit the high opinion ox-

preased regarding him perronally by suclh
aminent men as Sic Richard Airey nund Sir
Tbomas Steelo. * I have.” said Sir Richard
Airoy, * known Colone! Bakor twenty years,
both in the Crimea and in India, and have

, watched his career with grest intersst and

admiration. o has devoted all his ener-
gies to tho duties of his profession, nnd hns
1isen to highest reputation ar n cavalry offi-
cer. He has served in the Kuffir war, and
also in Indir, aud [ have never known any-
thing either discreditable or dishonorable
altacbiag to him.” Lieutenant General Sir
Thoms.s Stecle, Commander of the Fiuces
at Audershot, said, “1 hove heard and
azreed with the testimony of Sir Richard
Airey. 1 consider the defendent one of the
most valuable officers wo have in the Ser-
vice. [lais a man of great energy, and he
has every qualificttion for a soldier in a
prolessionui point of view. 52 far as I know,
his conduct-has always been that of sn
honourable man.”

Itis a hesvy tlow that such 2 man from
the very exigencies of bis oxn high charac-
ter and position. should bo necessirily mide
an examplo of from being deprived of the
means ol defence open to less honourable
wen; but though the age of sham is not
past, though many a hypocrite will turn up
tho whitex of his cyes at a colonel and a
gllant officer taking unwarrantable liberiies
with a lady, the time will come before those
dread twelve months are over when men,
and women also, will deam the crime possi-
bly misinterpreted, and the punisbment
the more grevious wrong

Would every judge be oft the treadwheel
if every kiss of an unhallowed kind were
thus punished asan indecent assault ?

Wouid every reverend brother bhaein his
pulpit instead of in the dock if all his desr
sixters could speak ns some spoke recently
in New York? Would every respeciable
caty man come home by train smug and
smiling if truth apd & pretty face appeared
ngninst kim before Mr. Justica Bret1? And
what would become of hall the yelling class
tomorrow if a tithe of their indecency ora
hundredth part of theic gross seasuiluy
should cccupy nuy polico magistrate for ten
minutes, .

Let not this be considered an apology : it
is not s0°  Colonel Biker his submitted to
his fate without a murmur. And we aay it
does liim honour, but what will many otbhers
o in penance for acts like that for which e
sullfers?  Will they content thewselves
with, * Look here! you kuow, n feilow
“cen'tspesk toa girl, you koow.” or «ill
they shako themselves, and think Lot in-
finitely beneatk the value of the cundle s
the game they play.

Colonel Biker pays the price, but at his
co3t many . man will have the benefit of be-
coming less bold, and many & wowman seo
the propriety of being less atiracuve.~—
Liroad Arrow.

T3 VSLUE OF COLONEL RAKER'S COMMIISION.

1t is a matter of very little moment to the
world at Iarge whetber oue roporter who
says that Colonel Biker sent ia his papers
about ten minutes after lunch oo fuesdey,
or another reporter who eaya he did na¢
s-nd io his papers t#ll about twwenty minutes
belora Yreakfast og Wadaesday, is the moura
nccuraia in bis statement One Jenkins
raay have bribed sn attorney’s offics boy
svith lollipops for the information, .another
msy have learnt it ob the hest authorityaa
an ommbus. Tao Daily Telegraph. and its
military contemporary may argue-the poiat
out as they like. Wehanpen 10 koow that
the militery contemporary it wrang, but for



