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‘““we should soon make the Americans
“strike.”

The sails and rigging of the Wasp was a
good deal cut up, several round shot had
passed through Ler hull, and one 24 pound
shot through the centre of the foremast, a
tolerable proof of its large dimensions. Out
of a crew of 173 men and 2 boys the Wasp
had 11 officers and men killed, and 15 petty
officers, seamen and marines wounded—a
great part of this loss was caused by the de-
termined efforts of the crew of the Reindeer
to board. The comparative force of the
combatants was as follows :—
Reindeer—Broadside guns,

Weight of Broadside, . . 198 1bs.
Crew, men only,....... 98
Tonnage,........ e 385
Wasp—Broadside guns,........ 11,
Weight of Broadside, ... 338 lbs,
Crew, men only,...... 173
Tonnage, 539

This was decidedly the most gallant and
best fought action of the war. Notwithstand-
ing the disparity of force, the weaker was
the assailant, nor could the British com-
mander be accused of rashness as both were
‘“‘sloops of war.”” According to the rules of
the service it was his imperative duty to
bring a vessel of his own class to ackion, and
well that duty was performed by himself and
his gallant crew. The honor of Britain was
never entrusted to braver or more gallant
hearts, and no fear need be entertained of
prestige while the same - feelings of honor
and duty animate their successors. The
Reindeer being too much shattered to keep
the sea was set on fire and destroyed, while
the Wasp steered for Lorient to refit, at
which port she anchored on the 8th July.

On the 27th August the Wasp thoroughly
refitted and manned sailed from Lorient to
resume her cruise, and on the 1st September
at7 p.m., latitude 30° North, 11° West, going
free on the starboard tack with the wind at
Bouth-East, she fell in with the British 18- -gun
brig-sloopAvon mounting siztecn 32-pounder
carronades and 2 sizes, nearly ahead steering
about South-West. At Th. 34m. p.m. the
Avon made night signals to the Wasp which
the latter at 8 p m. answered with a blue.
Tight on the forecastle. At 8h. 38m. the Avor
fired a shot from her stern chase gun snd
still running on to the South-west fired a
second shot from her starboard and lee side.
At 9h. 20m. being then on the weather quar-
ter of the Avon the Wasp was hailed by the
latter — “What ship is that,” and answered
by the question—* What brig is that”’—the
Avon replied with her name, but it was not
heard on board the Wasp—the former again
asked *‘what ship is that,”’ and was told to
eave to and she would be informed—the

ql;estx» was repeated and answered to the
“ An American officer then went

effec:
:';xl'xv]v:.r a or; the | Wasp's forecdsile and order-

od the Avon to hea. e to but the latter de-
clined doing s0, and at w_» 25m. set her lar-
board fore-top-mast studdmg gail—immedi-

ately a.ftorwards tho Wasp ﬁred her 12-pdr.
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carronade, whereupon the Avon commenced
the action by a diigcharge from her port guus..
The Wasp then képt away and running un-
der the brig’s lee, at 9h. 29m. opened her
broadside. Almost the first fire from the
American ship consisting of dismantling
shot cut away with other parts of her#gging
the slings of the brig's gaff and on the fall of
the latter the boom mainsail govered the
quarter-deck gun on the side engaged, the
only one that would at this time bear—short-
1y atterwards the brig’s maihmast fell by the
board which rendered her completely un-
manageable—this disaster, with the upset-
ting of some of her guns prevented any re-
turn to the Wasp’s fire, who, on this occa-
sion, fought much more warily than in her
action with the Reindeer.

At a few minutes before 11 p.m. the Wasp
hailed the Avon to know if she had surren-
dered, and received an answer in the affirm-
ative, but just as she was about to take
possession a sail was discovered close on

board, on which the Wasp made sail
away chased by the stranger which
proved to be the British 18-gun brig-

sloop Castillian of the same force as the
Avon, At 1lh. 40m. p.m. the Castillian
fired her lee.guns into the Wasp, cutting
away her lower main cross-trees and dam-
aging her rigging, but the latter did not re-
turn the fire crouding all sail before the
wind. Repeated signals of distress having
been made by the Avon the Castillian
tacked and stood towards her, and on clos-
ing she was informed that the Avon was
sinking fast, the Castillian immediately
hoisted out her boats to save the people,
and at 1 a.m. on the 28th, just as the last
boat pushed off from the Avon, she went
down ; a capital proof that she was not sur-
rendered before all means of defence had
been exhausted. Out of her crew of 104
men and 13 boys she lost 10 killed and 32
wounded. The Wasp had two men killed
and one wounded—this was the last action
of that vessel and her gallant crew, on the
15th of Septembeér she was off Maderia and
never afterwards was heard from; she is
supposed to have foundered at sea before
the end of the month. '

On 12th July the British Cutter Landrail
of four 12-pounder catronades, with & crew

-of 19 men and boys, on her way across the

British Channel with despatches, was chased
by the American Syren, and maintafied with
her a running fight of one hour and ten min-
utes duration, and aclosé action within pistol
shot of 50 minutes, in all two hours ; having
seven men wounded, her sails Ariddled with
shot-holes and her hull much shattered, the
Landrail surrendered. The Syren mounted
one long 18-pounder on a traversing carriage,
four long 6-pounders and fivo 18-pounder
carronades, with a crew of 15 men, had three

men killed and 15 wounded. The Landrail
was recaptured on her way to the United
States and carried into Halifax. The Balla-
how, p veszel of the game clasy but rigged as

a schooner, was captured by the Ame”o’n
schooner Perry—both these vessels mea’

_ed 76 tons ; their captors 180 tons each-

It will be necessary to relate the 00“1'2:
those marauding expeditions on the 9% 36
and rivers of the United States, whxe

_minds the reader ofhs' exploits of $h° ou‘

Sea Kings—acts of war undertaken . -with?
design or object and exercising no influe®
on the direct isgues of the wal——calcﬂl"'
to bring the British name and prestige in of
contempt, but not to exhibit the - ulen“
her officers or prescienag of her states®®
If the old tocties of “*Carrying the war¥ ;n
Africa’’ were to be followed, it was cerl'
advisable that a force sufficiently resp®®
ble to hold their copguests should have 0
despatched for thak, purpose, because
possession of anymwf the points t;]m‘ef"""”,ha
would have parslysed all resistance O%
part of the United States and, c:ompel
speedy peace ; but sufficient men to ™ ’u
respectable free-booting expedition were ’E
that was sent, and as events proved
not able to retain their conquests for 10
eight hours. gif
In the summer of 1814 Vice Admﬂ“! o
Alex. Cochrane was appointed to sup®
Sir John Warren in command of the B
fleet in North American waters. Re""'
miral Cockburn in the Albion 74 took &
mand of the Naval forces in the Ches#
The American Government had fitted ¢
strong flotilla at Baltimore under comwdof
of Cemmodore John Barney, it const®
the Scorpion sloop mounting 8 carl“’n
and a heavy long gun on’ & traversing
riage and sizfeen gun boats with one 1008 tb'
in the bow and another in the stef”’ of
largest of the vessels carrying 32-po%° 10
and 60 men, and the smallest.. 18- Pouﬂ o
and 40 men. On the Ist June this: otill® o
first sighted by the British.and twas ¢ o’
by a schooner and boats of the British 84 .
ron into the Patuxent, suffering an A%® n ,y
schooner to be burnt in their sight-
6th this flotilla retreated Figher up
tuxent, and the British being re- lllf"’;‘;ed
a frigate and brig the,r were. dmereﬂd’
Leonard's creek where it conldbe
by boats only. Various attempts wel’:f j
from time to time to force thom out B,;ﬁ”
cover, but all to no purposé. "The ., e
captured boats, vessels, tob‘!wc
and at various {imes defepted: Pad:,,ﬂ’

fort!

ﬂAd

American militts, still the fotills T2, eg"
ed at anchor. At length the &utﬂw’ B

Washington finding the pxoxxmlty ° 10‘
tish force to that capitsl, apythll}&
sant, ordersd Commodore BA}}HGYv
troy the fletilla in the hope that B
longer any such temptation the Britd
retire from the calnta.l At the i .,r”w”’
Colonel Wadsworth of the Ellg‘nQ
proposed to drive the British frig oull"
their anchorage and thus liberste 5° e o glf of
this order was suspended, Ao i 'th"
aid of red hot shot.and the. flotil gbl
effected without loss to the Ilmfshv by
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