Oct. 24th, 1894.)

Missionary Wotld.

A LETTER FROYM FORMOSA.

This letter from Mr. Gauld, although
long, IS 50 very interesting an account of the
condition of the work amoagst the Pepohoaas
inthe East Coast of Formosa, that we giwve
itin full ¢

DEAR MR. McKay: [ do not know how
frequently I am expected to write the Com-
mittee. 1f 1 am too dilatory you will have to
briog me to time.  We feel very grateful to
the Committee for their clear, and, to us, most
sausfactory ruling as to the tenure of mission
propecty in North Formosa.

The San-Kiat-a-koe chapel case is not
settled yet, bat H.B.M. Acting Consul s push-
jsgitas fast as he can. The last offer from
the Gi-lan magistrate was more satisfactory
t tban the one previous, but we think he still
11 offers much too little in compensation for the
af ] chapel . -terials destroyed by a mob. We
w3 asked $13550, he offers $15.80.  Still he
wfd offers in exchange for the disputed chapel
wl 4 site, one which pastor Giam says is more de-
nfl irable, and which would have been putchased
in the first place, had it not been for the
wh'{ greater cost. I shall not burden this letter
bef.{ with his arguments and our reply. He has
b1 umped up a numbe of objections peculiarly
81 Chizese. We hope «or a settlement by and
di{ by. Inthe meantime that the work in this
bii | the largest and capital city ot the East Coast
] | may not be further delayed, and that the
)| magistrate may see more clearly the futility of
ud] trylog to keep us out, we have rented a house
w2t § 10 serve as a chapel for one year. In the
aby Master's kind directing providence we bave
a ,; tad to trouble H.B.M. consul very sel-
decm. I have heard iodirectly that our pres-
ent consul has been speaking with others to
this effect.  Since Dr. MacKay's departure,
{he only two cases we have asked him to take
charge of were :

{1) That he endeavor to secure the release
of the former owner of the chape! property in
Sun-Kiat-a-koe. This man is detained in
prison for daring to sell us the property. The
coasul refused to interefere on the ground
that he has no rnight to interfere between
Chinese rulers and their subjects. While ad-
mitting the general principle urged, we
thought that circumstances made this case an
exception, However, the consul decided
be could not undertake to help this prisoner;
and we accepted the situation, though re-
luctantly.
bejy: (2) Shortly after our failure to obtain the
assistance asked for, as stated above, we were
informed that in the Southern part of our field
a certain small official, together with a num-
4 ber of the district magistrate’s constables,
were making frequent threats against the
Christians, 30 that many were afraid to attend
chapel service. Having good evidence that
such was the case, we requested EH.B.M.
Acting Consul! to bring this misconduct to the
attention of the district magistrate, and ask
bim to take measures to prevent recurrence
ofthe same. The consul at once gracious-
Iy complied, and I believe his assistance has
had effect.

In so many respects our Heavenly Father

has blessed the feeble efforts of His children
here, inciuding native and foreigo, all one in
Him. Also in so much has He made our lot
comfortable and happy, permitting us only a
{ minimum of trouble.
1  In company with pastor Giam, I started,
May 31st, on a trip to the East Coast of the
Island. We went round to Kelong by steam
launch, there we remained till early next
morning. 1n the evening we “ad worship,
which was attended by batween 1ty and sixty.
"4 Then on the moming of Juae 1st we left
Kelung for our overland trip. Io:luding Ke-
lung we visited twenty-cight chapels, two of
which are not yet fully established. I need
not follow the trip throughout. It will be
betier to give a few particulars, together with
] a few general features, that impressed one
visiting this district for the first time.

The Christians on the East Coast are
mostly Pepohoans, savages of the plain.
3 These have submitted to Chinese rule, bave
-{ adopted Chinesc ctistoms; but in some re-
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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

spects they are very unlike their conquerors.
They are more indolent and improvident
than the Chinese. They are also passiouately
fond of alcoholic drink, while the Chinese
are not (t} ¢ immoderate use v§ alcohol not
being a natiopal vice in China, the use of
opium decidedly is). The indolence and im-
providence of the Pepohoans, united with
their love for strong drink\;have made them
easy victims of their avaricious, unscruplous
and shrewd neighbors, the Chinese, to
whom they hava bartered their farms for a
glass of wine. As described to me, this was
the mode of procedure :—A Chinaman would,
pretenducg friendship, give a compiny .of
Pepohoans strong drink in sufficient quantity
to make them all drunk and hilarious, When
everybody was in high spirits and praisiog
the good beart of the one who stood treat, he
seized the the opportunity to offer those who
had farms an additional quantity of wine, far
short of the value of the coveted farm, if they
would only hand these farms over to him.
The inflamed appetites and stupefied brains
invariably acquiesced, a transfar deced was
drawn up by the Chinaman, the then unletter-
ed Pepohoans made their marks, received, as
told to me, a dollar’s worth of “ samshoo ' for
a hundred dollar’s worth of land, and thus in
the clutches of strong drink lapsed into
poverty. °

From the beginning of his work among
them, Dr. MacKay vigorously preached and
enforced temperance, bisaim being chiefly
to protect the young and rising gener-
atton. The result has been very en-
couraging ; while the use of strong
drink has not been entirely stamped out, it
bas been greatly diminished. The Pepohoan,
though poor, fishermen and coolies are much
more diligent and sober. Christ has also
been preached ; whols villages have renounc-
edidolatry ; and a substantial number have
been formally received as members of the
church of Christ. The foreigner, going
among them for the first time, is delighted
with the large number of women to be found
in the chapels on occasions of public wor-
ship. When the mission and audiences are
Chinese, the women are generally few: as
the womea, I suppose, with the idea of pro-
tecting their virture, are not encouragedto
move in public. But in Pepohoan audiences
male and female are both well represented.
Then again the stranger is impressed with
the open countenaces and erect figures of the
women. But before he is among them long
he is both amused and slightly repeliled to see
them, young and old, smoking cigars, amused
at the old ladies, who seem thoroughly to en-
joy their smoke. Formerly all smoked, now
a number of the girls and young ladies do not.
Their cigars are home-made from home-zrown
and home-dried tobacco, so that the expense
is no consideration. I was frequently pressed
to take asmoke, good old matrons offering
me the cigars from their own moaths, but as
it was too much hke ‘“taking the bite out of
the mouath 7 of the aged, I invanabty dechin-
ed, with thanks, often adding that 1t would ke
better and cheaper if their daughters did not
learn to smoke. My argument did not
always go unquestioned. Some of these

good-natured dames thought the indulgence -

so barmless that it would be best to allow
everyone to please hersclf. One Sabbath
afternoon a kind-hearted old lady (welt agree
that she wasn’t among the wisesi) offered me
a drink of ‘“‘samshoo.” I declined, statiug
that 1did not drink alcoholic liquors and
thought it better not. Thep, in the evening, I
added a short, hastily-prepared temperance
address. Pastor Giam followed with anaother.
The people freely admit that strong drink has
been their curse.

The Pepohoans live iu hamlets ; the land
on which these are built belongs to them-
selves, and fortunately for them » decree
has been issued prohibiting the Chinese from
purchasing these small propertics, orin any
way taking them from the Pepohoans. How-
ever, most of these hamlets are now much
weaker numerically than when onr missionary
first went among them, Many of the people
have moved to new districts to open up new
counntry, hoping to again own farms of their
own. The mission has endeavorsd to follow

{Continued on page 687.)

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORMN.
Rev. J. R. Millar ;: Let young men make
themseves ready for positions of trust, aund
they will be called tothe positions at the
right time. God's clock is never too slow.

Young Men's Era: The dark things of
life are helpful or hurtful according to the use
we make of them. A bottle of ink does not
brighten the complexion, but it has furnished
sunshine to many a soul,

The Outlook : The English-speaking
race has the law-abiding instinct 1nits blood
and bone. It will gofar uonder pressure of
excitement, but the English-speaking men are
few who are ready to become anarchists.

Presbyterian Witness : To be content
without God when He is near and may be
found is the worst state into which we can
fall. Itis practical atheism. We ought to
dread it as a foretaste of perdition, The soul
loses itself that loses God. Seck ye the Lord
while He may be found 1

The United Presbyterian : The sermon
of Jesus in the synagogue of Nazareth was a
model. It was so scriptural, aod practical,
and pointed in its application and illustrations
that it produced immediate effects ; 1t moved
His hearers to anger. No preaching or teach-
iog is in vain if it arouses men from their in-
difference.

Philadelphia  Presbyterian :  Christian
feeling should find expression. It should not
rema:n a pent-up force. God has provided
for its suitable manifestation io ** psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs,” in prayer, in
testimony and in service. Religiocus senti-
ment, rightly and truly expressed, has power.
It adds greatly to the richness, variety and
life of a meeting, but it should be free,
spontaneous, sincere and responsive.

Tennessee Methodist : A sudden return
to primitive honesty and cleannessand up-
rightness by the professing Christians of this
country would create a shock far more ter-
rific than that of wars or panics or earth-
quakes, and a commotion or revolution in the
sacial and economic and commescial and
financial world would ensue such as the
world never witnessed. But what a reign of
gospel power and triumph would ensue !
Would God the revolution might come ! !

N.Y. Evangelist: Very many of our
churches sufier from the indifterent way those
appointed to lead the prayers of the congre-
gation perform this most important office.
There can be no question of this, and we sug-
gest to vacant churches to apply a new and
closer test to all candidates, Let them
secure a faithful report of their prayers during
an eantire morning service. As atest of fitness
to go in and out before a congregation, unoth-
ing could be truer and better. And when a
people are first belped by the prayers of their
pastor, they are sure to be edified by his
preaching. No extemporary devotional gift
can possibly take the place of due arrange-
ment and devout meditation in advance.

Dr, A.J. Gordon : 1stherea God pos-
sessed of infinite resources, and are these
resources as immediately available for His
church as isthe invisible electricity for our
mcdern mechanics ¢ Ope certainly has an
ocular demonstration of the reality of the
latter force when the street car, by touching
the trolley wire with its long iwron finger, 1s
seen instantly to move [as thoagh caught in
the grip ofan unseen giant, God is iavisible ;
how can His power be made distinctly visible?
God is a spirit; how can His presence
be translated isto material form ? Man,
who conduct grest religious enterprises,
cosung large sums and demanding wvast
resources, prove His presence by pomt-
ing to the strong, steady and unhindered
movement of their missionary and phil-
anthropic work ; avowing that they have
sought aid of no man, but from God alone,

and touching Him only with the finger of
faith.
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Nov. 4th ) JESUS, LORD OF THE SABBATH. |

Corngn TBxT.—Mark ii. 28.

Time. Early summee of A.D. 28; about the
middle of the second year of Christ’s ministry. :
Place —Capernaum, and the fields near by E

I. V. 28, 4. A Charge of Sabbath t
Breaking.—Jesus and His disciples were going :
to or returning from the synagogue on a Sabbath f
day, and along with:them were some Pharisees who S
were ever on the watch to find fault if possible. !
tis disciples, Matthew says, were *“an hungered.”
Corn here means grain, so corn-fields means grain- :
fields, No fences cnclosed these fields in Pales- !
tine. The disciples began to pluck the ears of
corp, (Luke vi. 1) to rub them and to eat, It was
allowable (Deut. xxiii. 25) to pluck the ears ol grain
by haund, but not to use a sickle. It was doing it
on the Sabbath which was fuund fault with, Thus,
according to their interpretation of the Sabbath law,
was Sabbath-breaking. Oa the Sabbath were
forbidden reaping; plucking the eats was, they .
said, a kind of reaping : threshing, rubbing the .
ears was a kiod of threshing; carrying burdens, X
wearing shoes with sails, was bearing a burden; ;
this should not be done, vor for the same reason i
should a tailor carry his needle on his person on
Sabbath. Such was the spirit and law of the
Pharisees’ Sabbath-keeping.

II. V.23-28. Christ's Answer.—
1. From the Out Testameni. Hiave ye never
read what David did, etc. David's example was
one they all respected and would thiok it right to
follow. When he and his men were suffering from
bunger, and could get no other supply, they .
went uato the temple on a Sabbath aod got from
the priest, tc satisly their hunger, the shew-bread,
which it was only lawful for the priests to eat (Lev.
xx19. 9}, and, therefore, weong for David and those
with him. If this in the ciscumstances was nght,
much more was the conduct of His discipless ot
more generally, *‘if David, to satisfy his intense
hunger in a manner contrary to the ceremonial
law, ate the shew-bread, and was guiltless, it must .
be right for us to do so much work on the Sabbath -7
as is necessary to supply our bodily waats.’ .

In Matthew xii. 5, it is added : ** Have ye not ]
read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days the
pniesis:n the temple profane the Sabbath and are
blameless.” The Pharisees made the most aunnule, i,
arbitrary and opptressive rules 23 to what might ot ¢
might not be done on Sabbath, under the name of '
work. The Saviour shows by this instance, whichthey
admitted to be night, that the Sabbath was subordi- -
nate to man's good in a spiritual sense, in the wor- A
ship of God. Ordinacy work is forbidden, but ol
when woik on the Sabbath is necessary for man's T
higher gond, then it is lawful, and men have no
right to forbid it.

The Sabbath was made for man and not man for "
the Sabbatb. The Sabtath was givea fur the good B
and blessing of all men, therefore, no class of men
has a right to deprive any other of its benefits, and i
it is for the whole nature of man—physical, mental, &
moral, spiritusl.  Man is mure important than the
Sabbath, and it is only to be kept in such a way as
to be subordinate to his good. ‘¢ Man is not to be
injured, aod his true interests sacrificed for the
sake of any law or any duty.”

Mark ii.
23-28; i 1S,

[,

The Son of Man is the Lord also of the Sabbath. o j
He Himself had the right to say what constitated .
right Sabbath-keeping, and to what uses it should LF
be put ; to interpret and illustrate by his conduct i
the true law of the Sabbath, and in this case it al- i
lowed that it was lawful to use on the Sabbathsuch :
means as Wele necessary to rehieve bunger, to pre- A
serve life. .

2. Christ'sanswer, second, by His own cxample, L
Healing on the Sabbath, chap. iii. 1-5. Itis again ’
Sabbath, again He is in the synagogue, and there ’
also is 2 man with a withered hand.  This case has T
the appearance of being planned by the Pharisees to "
entrap jesus, and so establish against Him the .
cburge of being a Sabbath.breaker. V. 2. They oo
watched Him, whether He would heal him, that T
they wight accuse Him. Jesus boldly meets their -
attack, sad saith to the man with the withered -
hand, Stand forth. It is a moment of great in- j
terest, 2 bold defiance on Jesus’ part of the Phar-
isees and their doctrine. V. 4. He saith unto
them, Is it lawfal to do good on the Sabbath days
or to do evil? to savelifeorte kill?  But they held
their peace. Only one answer was possible and
that would condemn their own teaching. So they .
held their peace. Compare Matt. xii. 11, 12, He "

“ looked round about on them with aager, that 1s, with © T
arighteous indignation,being grieved for the hardaess R
of their hearts, which made them sullen, cowardly, >
morally perverss,-slaves of a blind literalism in
teaching the Scriptures, enslaving and degrading
roan for whaose use and good God made the Sabbath
and all things. He saith uato the man, Stretch
forth thine hand. And he stretched it out : and his
hand was restoted whole as the other.  ** The cure
is wrought by a word, hence the Pharisees have no
ground of accusation, for there has bveen no in-
fraction of the letter, even cf their own regulatiops,” ’ R
The first case regards what we may rightly do for R
ourselves on the Sabbath ; the second what we may
rightly do for the good of others,

Tb~ Pharisees by harsh, arbitrary rules, found-
cd upon a complete misunderstandiog and misinter-
pretation of Scriptare, made man on the Sabbath S
the victim of cruel oppressive restrictions. Christ RIS
by His teaching swept all this away, and set in a
strong clear light, the spirit and intention of the T
Sabbath, of the Sctiptures, and all Duvine atrange- :
ments, which is, the good of man. This is first, the "
others must be subordinate. We should regpect
the Sabbath for our owa good, and for the good of
others by obsezving it as a day of rest from bodily
<oil, from worldly cares, duties 2ad pleasure-seck-
ing ; as a day of worship after the example of Christ,
of doing gead, of spiritual culture and growth.
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