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A LET7'RR OUR A FORMOSA. fh

This letter fromn Mr. Gauld, athough a
long, is su ver>' înteresting an accuaunt of thetb
condition of the work amongst the Pepohuans O
in the East Coast of Formosa, that we gtve P
i nfuli:th

DEAR MR. McKAY : I do mot know how e
freqtinty arm expccted ta write the Co.am-
natte. If 1 arn tao dilatar>' yon iwatt have ta
bring nme ta time. We feel ver>' grateful ta g
the Cammittet for their clear, and, ta us, most
saisfactory ruling as ta thet enure af mission P
propety in North Formosa.p

The San-Kiat-a-koe chapel case is flot i

setied yet, but H.B.M. Acting Consul as push-e
ing lit as fast as he can. The last offer from t

the Gi-ian niagistrate was more satisfactory
iban the one previous, but we think he stili
offiers much too littie in compensation for tht S
Cbpel r. teniais destroyed by a mab. W'e1
asked $135 50, lie affers $15-80. Stil he i
offers in exchangt for tht disputed chapeld
site, ont which pastor Giam says is more de-
dirable, and wich wuuld have been purchased
in the first place, had itflot been for tht I

grater cost. I shall not burden ibis lettert
vith is arguments and aur repl>'. He bas
uumped up a numbe of objections pecuiiariy
Chi-.ese. Wtt hope oar a settlement b>' and I
b>. In the meantime that the work in this
the iargest and capital City ai tht East Coast
ma>' mot be furiher delayed, and that tht
mnagistrale may set more ciearly the futilit>' af
trylng ta kcep us out, we have rented a bouse
ta serve as a chapel for ont Vent. lu tht
Miaset's ksnd drecting providence vie have
bad ta trouble H.B.M. consul ver>' sel-
dzi. I have heard indirectiy that aur pres-
ent consul bas hotu speaking wiîh others ta
ibis effect. Since Dr. MacKay's departure,
the only two cases vie have asked him ta rake
charge of vere:

(i) That he endeavor ta secure the release
of the former aviner of the chapel properti in
Sa-Kat-a-koe. This man is detaiued in
prison for daring ta sell us the propers>'. Tht
consul refused ta interefere on tht ground
tbat lie bas no right ta interfère between
Chinese ruions and their subjects. Wbite ad-
aiting the general principie rged, vie
tbonglit that circumstauces made Ibis case an
exception. Hawver, tht consul decided
hie could not undertake ta belp th% prisoner;

a~and vie accepîed the situation, though re-

(2) Shorti>' after aur failure ta obtain the
assistance asked for, as stated above, vie were

[informed that in tht Southeru part of aur field

acertain strait officiaI, together with a num-
ber of the district magistrate's constabies,

;f ert xnaking frequent threats against tht
S.Chrstians, sn that man>'v tre afraid ta attend

chapel service. Having gaod evideuce that
,~sncb was the case,. vie requested H.LB.M.

X: Acing Consul ta bring ths misconduct ta the
T:attention of the district magistrate, and ask

:humlata take measures ta prevent recurreuce
a, otht saine. Tht consul at once gracions-

r: l complied, and 1 believe his assistance bas
had eflect.

Iu sa many respects aur Heavenl>' Father
bas blessed the feeble efforts cf Bis chidren
librie, iuciudiug native and foreigu, ail one in

> ia .AI;o in s0 mucla has Ht made aur lot
vcomortable and happy, permitting us oniy a

minimum cf trouble.
S In Company vith pastor Giams, 1 started,
biMaY 3tst, on a trip ta the East Coast of tht
I sland. WVe vent round ta Keiung by steam
launcb, there vie remained tilti tant> nextI.moning. In the eveniug we 'ad worsip,

ihl vas attended by hoîçvien IV ad sixty.
1-Then on tht morning af June ist vie left
j.Keiuna for aur overland trip. Inzluding Ke-
Slnng vie visited twenty-ight chaptîs, two ocf

vihicla art not yet fu>'y established. I need
nul notfllevi thetrtip shrougbout. lit wnu he
btter ta give a few paticulars, together with
a fevi geutrat featues, that ianpressed one
visiting this district for the firs:timîe.

The Christians on the East Coast arcJ Most>'yPcahoans, savages of the plain.
These have submitted to Chinese ue, have
r dpe hnesecûstos ; but in somne e-

nIL-

pects tbey are very unlike their canquerots.
'bey are mort indolent and improvident
than tht Chinese. Tbey are aiso passioattti
rod af alcobolk drink, Wh"le the Chintit t]
are net (t> e immoderate use . alcohol noSt t
being a national vice in China, the tisaaf ir
pium decidcdly is). Tht indolence aud im-
providence of the Pepoltoans, suittd with
their love for strong drinkp bave made thern I
easy eictims af their avaricious, sînscruplaus
and shrewd neiglibors, the Chinese, te 1b
wbomn thcy have bartered their farms fora s
tîasso! int. As described te nie, this vas
th- mode of pracedure :-A Chinsman would,
prete,,ndeîg friendsbip, give a compflflofai
Popohoans stnang drink in sufficlent quautity a
ta malte tbern ail drunk and hilariotis. Whene
ever>'hady was ini bigla spirits arnd praijingf
tht gond beart af tht ane viho stood treat, lbe
seized tht tht opportunity teallfer those viho
lad farms an additional quantity af vint, far
short af tht value of tht caveted farm, if tht>'1
would only band these fanms over tu bita.1
The iuflamed appetîtes and stupefied braius 9
iuvariahly acqniesced, a transf--r deed vias 1
dravin up by the Chinamtu, tht thon unletter-
cd Pepohoans made their marks, received, as
told ta me, a daliar's Wiorthi af « samshoaa" fon
a bundred dollar's viorth af land, and thus in
tht clutches of strong drick lapsed into
povert>'.

From tht begînning of bis waork amang
theni, Dr. MacKay vigorousi>' preached and
eniorced temrperauce, bis aim being chieR>'
te pmotect tht young and rising gener-
ation. Tht result lias hotu ver>' en-
canragiug ; viule thtetuse of strang
drink bas net heen entirel>' stamped ont, il
bas been greati>' dimiuished. Tht Pepohoan,
thougli pour, fa shermen and coolies are mucli
mare diligent and soher. Christ bas aise
heen preacbed , vihole villages have renounc-
cd idolatry ; and a substautial numben have
hotu formally received as members af the
dhurch of Christ. Tht foreigner, gning
amoug themn for tht farst tume, is deligbted
nui th telarge numben ef vomen ta ho faund
in tht chapels on occasions ai public vior-
ship. When tht mission and audiences are
Chinese, thteviamen are generailly few;- as
th- viomen, 1 suppose, viuîh tht idea of pro-
tecting tbeir virînre, are flot encouraged ta
mave lu public. But in Pepoboan audiences
maie and female are bath welt repnesented.
Thon again tht sîmanger is impressed witb
tht open countenaces and erect figures ai tht
viomen. But beforo lbe is among îhemn long
bce is bhl mused and slighli repeiled te sec
them, young and aid, smoking cigars, amused
at tht old ladies, via seem thoroughl>' ta en-
joy their smoke. Forment>' ail smoked, novi
a number ai tht girls and yauug ladies do flot.
Their cigars are home-miade froan home--.rown
and hame-dried tobacco, so that tht expense
is no consideration. I was frequentl>' pressed
ta take a smatte, gond otd matrons ofiering
me the cigans froan their ovin months, but as
it vas tan mmcli lie 1'tairing the bite nus cf
the mcaath "of tht aged, 1 invartahu>' declîn-
ed, with thanks, of ten adding that it wonld Lie
liciter and cheaper if their daughters did ual
Icare ta sanoke. My' argument did nat
always go unquestioned. Some of tbese
good-natuned dames ibouglit tht inulgencec
su harmless that it viould ho best tealaioçv
everycue taelilease berseil Ont Sabbaîli
aitemnoon a kindhearted aid lady (welI agnet
that she wasn't among thteviiscsm'i offered me
a drink of "samshoo." I declined, statiug
tisat I did uat drink alcaholic liquors and
thouglit it better uat. Then, lu tht evening, 1
added a short, hastil>'.prepaned temperanct
address. Pastor Giam fotlovicdviitb anoîher.
Tht people freet>' admit that strang drink bas
been ibeir curse.

Tht Pepohoans live iu hamlets ; tie land
an wbich these are built belangs ta îhem-
selves, and fartunatel>' fan them, P dece
bas licou issued probibiting tise Chinese from
purchasiug these small proponties, or in au>'
way takiug thean (rom tht Pepahoans. Havi-
ever, mest of these isamiets are now mnicis
wcaker nuancnicali>' iban vist aur missionar>'
firsI vient among theta. Man>' of the people
have moved te nevi districts ta open up nevi
contry>, oping ta again ovin arns o! tbc7ir
ovin. The mission bas endeavared te (ollovi

(Carniinued mi page 68S7.)

PULPIT, PRESS AMD rLAl'FOEM.

Rev. J. I. Milnar : Let yonug mou make N
themseves ready for positions cf trust, and
bey svill bc called te the positins at the
ight time. God's dlock is neyer toe slow.

Young Men's Era: Tht dark things cf
life art e eplu or burtfui acconding ta tht use
we maire af them. A battît af ink dots net
brigbten tht complexion, but it bas furnished <

;unsbine ta man>' a soeul.

Tht Outiocir: Tht English-speaking fi
race bas tht lasv-abading instinct in its blood t
and boue. It wiii go far under prtste tof a
excitement, but tht English-spealcing men are 1
fevi who are ready ta become anarchists.

Preshytenian Witness : To be content
without God vihen Ht 15 near and may be
found is tht worst state inta whicb vie can
flu. It is practicai atheism. Wtt aught ta t
dread it as a foretaste cf perd ition. Tht saut
loes tsesd that loses God. Seek Vt tht Lord 1
wile Htenia>'be found 1

Tht United Preshyterian. Tht sermon
of jesus in tht synagogue cf Nazareth was a
mode). It vias so scriptural, and tiractical,
and poiuted iu Its application and llustrations
that it produced ammediate effects ; it moved
gis bearers ta anger. No preacbing or teacli-
ing is in vain if it arouses men frein their in-
difference.

Phuladelphia Preshyteriau : Christian
feeling should flnd expression. It should flot
rema;n a peut-up force. Gad bas provided
for its suitable manifestation ini I psalmis and
hymus and spiritual sangs,'* in prayer, in
testimony and in service. Religiaus senti-
ment, riglanad tmut> e'xpressedl, bas parier.
It adds greatly ta tht richness, variety and
life ai a meeting, but it shonid he fret,
spontaneous, sincere and respansîve.

Tennessee Methadîst : A sndden neturu
ta primitive bouesty and cleauuess and Up.
rightuess b>' tht professag Chrastians aishas
country' would create a shocir far mort ter-
rifac than that of wars or panics or earth-
quakes, and a commotion or revolution in tht
social and ecanomic. and commercial and
financial world viould ensue sncb as tht
world neyer witnessed. But vihat a reign cf
gospel pawer and triumph would ensue i
Wouid God tht revotution might came 1 1

N.Y. Evangelist : Ver>' man>' of aur
churches suifer irotntht indiflerent via>'those
appointed ta lead the prayers af tht congre-
galion perform thas most important office.
There can be no question af this, and ve sug-
gest ta vacant chunches ta appl>' a nevi and
dloser test ta aIl candidates, Let tbem,
secure a faithfui report ai their prayers during
an entire mamning service. As atest offitness
ta go in and ont before a cangregation, noth-
ing could bce truer and better. And vihen a
people are first helped b>' tht prayers ai their
pastor, tht>' are sure ta ho edifaed b>' bis
preachiug. No extemporar>' devotional git
can passibi>' taire tht place cf due arrange-
ment and devant meditation in advance.

Dr. A. J. Gardon : Is there a Gad pas-
sessed oi infiuite resaurces, and are these
rosources as immediatelv available for Ris
churcli as is tht invisible electricit>' for our
nicderu mechauics ? Ont certain>' bas au
ocular demoustration ai tht realit>' of tht
latter force vihen the street car, b>' souchiug
tht trolley vitre wish its long iran fluger, îs
seen instanti>' ta move !as shongli cauglit in
tht grip ai an unseen giant. God is înv1sibe ;
havi can Bis powier be made distîncti>' visible?
Gad is a spirit ; havi can Ris presence
bc trauslated juta materilfarta ? Man,
wbo conuct great religions enterprîses,
costîng large suans and demauding vast
resources, prove Ris presonce b>' point-
ing ta tise strong, steady and unbîndered
movement cf their missionar>' and phil-
authropic work ; avaviing that tht>' have
sanglas aid of no «man, but mcom God alout,
and tçnching Him nl>viutb tht fioger of
falîli.

Ceacberanb %cbolar.
>1v-4h} EULR FTH ADT.Mcil

1s'), 1JESS, LRD OFTHE lBBAT..1 .
001-H nar ix.-blark il. zs.

Tirne. Early suner of A.D. 28,j about the
middle of the second ycar of Christ's ninistry.

Place -CaPernaum, and the filds rieur by
I. V. 23, 4. A Charge of Sabbath

Breaking.-Jesus and lus disciples wcre going
tor returning frotn the synagogue on a Sabbath
ay, and slong watii them wcre saine Pharisces Wbo
were ever on the watch ta find finit if poéisible.
lis disciles. NMattbew says, wcre "'an hungered."
Comn hisre means grain, sa corn-fields antans grain-
felds. No fences cnclosed tiiese fildidnl Pales-
ie. The disciples began ta piuck the cars of

corn, <Luire ;i. i> ta tub thean and to est. It aas
lowable (Dent. xxiii; 25) ta plucir the cars ci grain
'y band, but not ta use a sicirie. It was doing it
on the Sabbatb whicb was Iuund fauit waab. Thas,
according ta their interpretation of the Sabbath iaw,
was Sabbat h-breaking. On tht Sabbath werc
forbiddcn reapinQ; pluclcing the cars wai, thcy
aid, a kind of reaping. thrcshing, rubbing the
cais was a kind of thresbing ; carrying burdens,
wearing sboeswih ails, was bcaring a burden ;
bais shouid flot bc donc, cor for the saine reason
,houid a taîiior carry bis needle on bis persan on
Sabbath. Sncb was the spirit and law ai tbe
Pharisces' Ssbbath-kcepaniz.

II. V. 23-28. Ohriat's Answer.-
t. Froin the O,.t Testamaent. Rsvai yc never
read what DJavid did, etc. David's exampie was
one they ai rcspectcd and wouid think it right ta
foIlow. When bc and bis men wcrc sufl'ering front
bunger, and could get no cther supply, tbey
wcnt ota the temple un a Sa-b aad got tram
the phiest, tce satisly their hunger, the sbew.brcad,
wbich it was anly lawfui for the pracats ta eat (Lev.
xiv. 9), and, therefare, wrong for David and those

with han. If this in the cicamstances was ragbt.
much more wus the conduct of His disciples ; or
more generally, "'if David, ta satisfy bis intense
hunger in a nianner coutrary ta the ceremunial
iaw, ate the sbew.bread, and was gaîjîtiess, hin ust
bc right fur us ta do sa> mucb work an the Sabbath
as is necessary ta suppiy oui boiiy wants. '

In Mattbew xii. 5, it ih added : IlHave ye not
read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days the
priests in thet emple profane the babbath and arc
tiameless." The Pharisces made the mast minute,
arbitrary and oppressive rutes as ta what miglis ot
might not be done on Sabbalh, under tht naine af
work. TheSavirnur sbows by th~s instance, whîcbtbey
admitted ta bc right, that the Sai>bath was suborda-
nat ta ann's good in a spiritual sense, in the wor-
ship af God. Ordinaiy work is forbidden, but
when woik .in tht Sabbath is necessary for man's
higber gon)d. tben it is lawful, and men bave no
rigbt ta forbici it.

Tht Sabbath was made for man and neot man for
the Sabbatb. The Sabbaîh was gtven fut the goud
and blessing of ail men, tberefore, no class of men
has a right ta deprive any other afitis beneflîs, and
it is for the wlale nature of man-physical, mental,
moral, spiritual. Man as mure impurtant than the
Sabbath, andri t is only ta hc kept ini such a way s
ta bc subordinate ta bis good. " Mari is noS ta be
injrIed, and bis truc interesîs sacraficeri for the
sa e of any law or any dnty."

Tbe Sonoli Man il the Lard aiseof the Sabbath.
He Himsti bad thetright ta say what constituted
rigbt Sabbath-keeping, and ta what uses it shouid
bc put ; ta iaterpiet andi illustrate by bis condtsct
thae truce law of the Sabbatb, and in this case it ai-
losved that it was iawfui ta use on the Sabhathsuch
nitaus as weie nectisary ta telieve hunger, ta pire.
serve life.

2. Christ's answer, second, by His own example.
oeln n the Sabbath, chap. iii. z-5. It is again

Sabtagain He is in tht synagogue, and there
aiso is a m=rs sith a witheted hand. This case has
the appearance af being pianneri by tht Pharisees ta
entrap jesus, and sa estabish against Bim the
charge of being a Sabbath.breaker. V. 2. Tbey
watcbed Han, whether He svould heat bian, shat
they suiglit accuse Rim. jesus boldly meets ýtheir
attack, and saith ta the man witb tht withered
hand, Stand forth. ltis a moment of great in-
terest, a boîri deflance on jesus' part af the Phar-
isecs and their doctrine. V. 4. Hte saith unie
theni, Is it lawful ta do gaad an tht Sabbath days
or ta do evii? ta Save life or te kili? But thty held
tbtir peace. Oaaiy ane answer was possible and
that wouid condemn their own teacbing. Sa tht>'
heid their peace. Compare Matt. xii. 11, 12. Ht
lcaoked rourtd about on ilsem, i tbnger, ibat as, wath
a righteous indignation,being grieveid for tbehardness
of their hearts, which madet tbem suilen, cowardly,
mrnaally perverse,.- slaves o! a htind literalisin in
teaching the Seriptures, enslaving and degradsng
man foi whas use and good Oud made the Sahl>aîb
and ai things. Ht saith unto the man, Stretch
forth thine hand. And lbc stretched it out:z ad lais
hand was restored whale as tbe other. - Tht cure
is wrouglat by a word, heuce tht Pharisces have no
gîaund a ofaccusation, fori tere bas 'uten fia in-
fraction of the letter, even of their awn regulations. '
Tht first case regards what we may rigbtiy do for
ourselves on tht Sabbatb ; tht second what we ina>
îightly do for the god nf tbts.

Thb Phaisees by harsb, axbitrary miles. found-
cd upon a complote rnasnnderstanding and misinter.
pretatioa ai Scriptore, made man an tht Sabbath
the victian of cruel oppressive restrictions. Christ
b>' His tcaching swept ail this away. and set in a
strong cleari lght, tht spirit and intention o1 the
Sabbath, o! .lie Sct&tares, and aitl'aivine arrange-
ments, which is, the gond af man. This is firt, tht
others imot bc subordinate. Wc should respect
the Sabbath for our own gond, and for the gond of
othr-ts b>' observiug àt as a day of reat tram badal>'
woi, (romn worldiy cares, duties &ad pleasr-iSek-
ing ; as a day of worship aitertheexample of Christ,
ai doing gotad, af spiritul culture and growth.
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