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1-the two qualifications which are absolutely indispensable

to a successful Ininistry. They are single ternis to express the phrases, know
God and ,nake Himn known.

The first object, then, of the uxinister of the Gospel is, as fully as pos-
sible, ro XKNOW GOD There is no question but that hie knows God niost
intimately whose soul is apfraj'erful one. l'hie nman who goes into, the closet
and talks with God, is the inan who, of ail nmen, will catch God's Spirit.
Moses and Elijah were nmen of mighit because they were mnl of prayer.
Even Christ, though He was the Son of God, fitted Hiniseif for Ris struggles
and work by communion wiffi the Father. How often did the biours of the
night, on the lonely niousitain top, steal past Himi silently, hushing even the
night winds into stilliless lest they should disturb that bowed figure of the
praying Saviour!

"Prayer-the onward, heavenward road;
'Tis the ladder up to God ;
"ris the way by which we go
Round and round proud Jerichio;
'is the sotund of trunipet blast,
Bringing down the %valls at last;
'Tis the telegraphic cord,
Holding converse with the Lord:
'Tis; the lcey of promise given
*Furning in the lock of hieaveni."

He is not a mian of God, who is flot a maiî of prayer; and lie will nleyer
know God who due-, not talkc %ith God. But with this brief reference ta
this means of knowing God, insisting, however, that i. is etsrieid« ersential,
1 wishi to outline thrce departinients of study, where not only wil you learn ta
know ('od, but also wliere you will finid much to hielp you in nmaking Hiii
known.

I)E'Ak~ïiNiI.-Study the wm>of (;od ii the Bible.
Y'our object in life is ta kz<'w (;ad and ta nek fIii knww'z. Ail that

(;od bas becen pleased ta reveal about Hinîiself --beyond what He teacb.±s by
His Spirit, and by His dealinigs witb inan, and His workings in nature- -He
lias compressed into the pages of the Bible. If wc wisb tu know God, tieu,
the Bible mîust Uccomie our text-ook. Lt must bc ta the minister what thc
ields are ta the famer ; what nierchandise is ta the merchant : what iran is

7. i.1: 4-5. .1u-~ tMgit


