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THE VICAR-GENERAL

The Viear-General was dead. With
his long, white hair smoothed back, he
lay upon a silk pillow, his hands clasped
over a chalice upon his breast, e was
clad in priestly vestments ; and he
looked, as he lay in his coflin before the
great altar with the candles burning, as
if he were just ready to arise and begin
a new “Introibo" in Heaven. The bells
of the caurch wherein the Viear-General
lay asleep had called his people all the
morning in a sad and solemn tolling
The people had come; as sad and solemn
as the bells, They were gathered about
the bier of the pastor. Priests from far
and near had chanted the Office of the
Dead ; the Requiem Mass wasover, and
the veoerable chief of the Viear-General
the Bishop himself, stood in cope and
mitre, to give him the last Absolution.

The Bishop had loved the Viear-Gen-
eral—had loved him as a brother. For
was it not the Viear-General who had
bidden His Lordship welcome, when
first he had come from his distant
parish to take up the cares of a diocese.
With all the tlmiditv of a stranger, the
Bishop had feared ; but the Vicar-Gen-
eral guided his steps safely and well,
Now the Bishop, gazing at the white,
venerable face, remembered-—and wept,
In the midst of the Absolution, his
voice hroke,
their eyes filled with hot tears ; but the
Sisters wno tauzht the parochial school
and their little charges, did not attempt
to keep back their sobs. For more than
the Bishop loved the Viear-General.

There was one standing by the coflin
whom neither the Bishop, priests nor
the people saw. it was the Vicar-Gen-
eral himself, He still wore his priestly
vestments. Was he not a priest forever?
His arms were folded and his face was
very troubled. He knew everyoue pres-
ent ; but none of them knew that he
was 80 near. He scanned the lines of
the Bishop's face and seemed to wonder
at his tears, He was quite unmoved by
the sorrow around him ; did not seem to
care at all. Yet in life the Vicar-Gen-
eral cared much about the feelings of
others toward him.
over the great congregation and rested
on the children, but without tenderness
in them. This, too, was very unlike the
Vicar General. Then the came
back and rested on the priestly form in
the coffin, and the trouble in them in-
creased.

eyes

The Absolution was over and the
coffin was closed when the Viecar-Gen-
eral looked up again, and knew that
Another Unseen was present besides
himself. The Other was looking over
the coflin at the Viear-General ; look
ing steadily, with eves that searched

down deep and with lashes that were
very, very still. He wore a long robe of
sometexuure the Vicar General had never
seen in life. It shimmered like
shone like gold and sparkled as if dusted
with diamonds. The hair of the Other
was long and fell, bright and beautiful,
over his shonlders, to
shine out of it, like a jewel in a gold
setting. His limbs seemed strong and
manly in spite of the beardless face,
The Viecar General could not remove his
eyes from the Other. Gradually he
knew that he was gazing at an Angel,
and an Angel who had intimate relation
to himself.

The body was born out of the church,
The Angel moved to follow and the
Vicar General knew that he also had to
go. Tne day was perfect for it was in
the full glory of the summer ; but the
Viear-General noticed little of either
the day or the gathering. He had lost
all interest in what was to follow. The
Angel did not speak ; but his eyes said
“Come ;" and so the Vicar-General fol-
lowed-—where he did not know.

The Viear-General was not sure that
it was even a place to which the Angel
led him ; bat he felt with increasing
trouble that he was to be the centre of
some momentous event. There were
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]

Priacte hit their lips as | o

Liis eyes wandered |

( The Viear-General's eyes sought those
of the Silent Augel, and he logt some of
his fear, while the weight of his vest-
ments became a little lighter, But the
Silent Angel's gaze caused the Vicar-
General again to look at the witnesses,

| Those against him were increasing.
The faces of the neweomers he did not

know, The Viear-General felt like pro-
testing that there must be some mistake,
for the newcomers were red men, brown
| men, yellow men and black men, besides

’ white men whose faces were altogether
strange. He was sure none of these had

ever been in his parish, The new-

comers were dressed in the garbs of
every nation under the sun, They all

General so that he could not bear the ir
| glance.
| how he had ever offended against them,
| nor eould he surmise why they should
| be witnesses to his hurt,

| The Silent Angel still stood beside the

| Viear-General, but the troubled soul of |

| the priest t could find no enlighten-
| ment in eyes,

[ nesses kept arriviog and the multitude

of them filled the Vicar-General with |

} terror. At last he saw a face which he
| thought familiar, and the Vicar-General
‘ began Yo understand. It was the face
| of & priest he had known, who had been
{

in the {same diocese, lsomewhat under

the Vicar-General's On
arth this pri

authority.

t 30 hiad been one of the
| quiet kind, without ambition except to
serve in a very humble y. He bad
| always
| small, that the priest himself had in his
| manner, his “bearing, even his clothes,
reflected its humility and

poverty.

The Viear-General remembered that the |

| priest had once come to him as a matter
of conscience to say that, while he was
| not complaiving, nevertheless, he re ally
| needed help and counsel, He said that
| his scattered flock were being lost for
the want of things which eould not be
| supplied out of their poverty, He tola
| the Vicar-General what was needed,
| The Vicar General remembered that he
| had agreed with him ; but had informed
| him very gently that it was the policy
[ of the diocese to let each parish main
tain and support itself,
| . The Viear-General had felt justified
in refusing his aid, egpecially o ¢t
| that time he was collecting for a new
organ for his own church, one with
| three banks of keys—the old one had
; but two. The Vicar-General now knew
that his slight feeling of worry at the
iumt- was not groundless: but, that,
| while then he had felt vs guely that he
was wrong in his position, now be was
| eertain of error. His eyes sought all
through his own witnesses, but they
found no likelihood of a testimony in
his favor based on the purchase of that
id organ. Then it all came to the
ar-General from the eyes of the
Silent Angel, that he had received on

Vi

earth all the reward that was due to
him for it,
The presence of the men of all colors

and of strange garbs was still a mysters
» U =

to the Viear.( ; but ab last
saw among them a bent old priest,
a long beard and a crucifix in his
At onee the Vicar-General recogpized
him and his beart sank. Too well he
| remembered the poor missionary who
had begged for assistance; money, a
letter, a recommendation anything ;
and bad faced the inflexible official for
half an hour daring his pleading, The
Vicar-General had felt at that time, as

ne
vith

irdle.

he felt when his poor diocesan brother
had come to him, that there was so
much to be done at home, absolutely

| nothing could be sent out,

There was
|

| the orphanage which the Jishop was
| building asd they were Just begioning
| to gather funds for a new cathedral,
| The Bishop had acquiesced in the
| Vicar-General's ruling. The diocese
| had flourished and grown strong. The
| Vicar-General has always been its
| pride. He was humbled now under the

gaze of the Silent Angel, whose eyes
| told him wherein he had beeu at fault.

people arriving, most of whom the Viear- | He knew that the fault was not in the
General knew— men and women of his | building of the it and  beautiful
flock, to whom he had ministered and things, which of themselves were good
many of whom he had seen die. Thtey | becanse they were for 's glory, but
all smiled at the Vicar-General as they | rather was it that he shut out of
passed, and ranged themselves on one | his heart, for their s the of
side. The Silent Angel stood very | silliction and the call ding volces
close to the Viecar-General As the | from the near 1 far ing « for
people came near, the priest felt his | the erumbs which meant the aith
vestments grow light upon him, as if | here and Life hereafter,

they were lifting him in the air l'hey N O God! there were t re
shone very brightly , and took on a | men, the rOWn men, How

new beauty I'ne Vie al fe and the black mer 1 pe

glad that he was weari 1t e fa €

I'he Silent A 1o 1im t oy v ing A
spoke not a word ; yet the Viear Ger ng mett hix H
eral unde W at on and he kney uess—oconld uess wha
that he was to answer judgment y would say I'he AT ¢ r
and that these were his NESEEN € | knew that he had been I wnd thi
souls of the peoy 0w n he had 1 wrong had e into ternity H
istered, to whom he | broken the | doubted if ever it could ade 1
Bread of Lite. [low many there were ! | for he knew the value of a s ul ev
They gladdened the Viecar General's | a black bodv. He kne w it, but it wa
heart. Tnere were his converts, the | too late ! His vestments were as he VY
children he had baptized, his penitents s lead.
the pure virgins whose vows he had con I'rembling in every limb, the Vicar
secrated to God, the youths whom his | Geperal looked for his Judge ; but he
example had won to the altar I'bey | could not see Him. He nly felt His
were there. The Viecar-General | presence, The Silent Angel hud a
counted them, and he could not think of | book in his hand. The Viear-General
a single one that was missing. | could read its title. There was a

On the other side, witnesses began to | chalice on the cover, as if it spoke of
arrive and the Vicar General's look of | priests, and under it he read
trouble returned. He felt his priestly | IHE LAW BY WHICH THES
vestments becoming heavy. Especially HALL BE JUDGEI
did he feel the weight “‘v the amice, The Silent Angel opened the book
which was like a heavy iron helmet and the Viear-General saw that it had
erushed down over his shoulders. .'l'h(- but one page. Shining out from the
cincture was binding him very tightly page he read :

He felt that he could scarcely move for ¥ DHOU. ABY A PRIBSD FOREVES

fr. The maniple rendered his left arm =

almost powerless, The stole was pull- And under it

ing at him, and the weight of the chasu- | “ GO YE, THEREFORE, AND TEACR ALl
ble made him very faint, | X s NA v :

He knew some of the witnesses, but | Not a w rd was spoken ; but the
onty & w. He had seen these few be icar General felt as he looked at the
fore. They were his neglected spiritual | S0rrow on the face of the Silent Angel
children. He remembered each and | that a terrible judgment was about to
every case, One was a missed sick-call | be passed. g
his had been the fault. Another was a he Vicar-General awoke from a
man driver n the Church hy harst restiess sleep, which marked ti Ll
word spoken in anger 'he Viear Gen wes of "“y" rial 1liness Uhe ld

" " sd the day when he re sweat had broken out from every pore
eral rem y : | of his body. His curates had gathe
forred to this man in A i

s his Baw & T round his b he oy
e gt A nothe Mhe Bish
" _(”’, : o e f them. * He 6 DY

1 nis ©on LT €
A““ er fe X ATe. y0u beule o
turn 3 “Uv J Vises Fatn d p /
eral br t t I 1

¢ T b : e (
t ¢ i t A : 8
) hi Y xhd i hadl ny conf here #a
he dyin priest, * and d r oy
u V reu

| alike looked very sternly at the Viear- |

Still he icould not understand |

All the while wit- |

been in a parish so poor and |

I papers. There are some chunges 1 want
to make,”

When the Bishop left, the Viear-
General passed away. But he was
| smiling when he died, and they all re-
| membered that he kept the smile on his
dead face until the eoflin covered it
Miles Mundach in tension Maga-
zine,

- —

MICHAEL: OFFICE BOY

Ruth was considering filing a com
plaint agaiust the oflice boy. Her
limited experience had not given her a
high opinion of office boys in general,

list in point of brazen impertinence, but
he even exceeded her imagination of the
| extent to which an unwillingness to
oblige might be carried. He had held
| bis post five weeks—two weeks longer
than his predecessor-—by virtue of his
undeniable cleverness. * If we ever get
| him tamed,” the manager said, * he'll
be worth something. And that's more
than you can say of most of them.”

Malone, Ruth was aware she had played
an unsuccessful part, When she tried
| to be friendly, he repulsed her advances
| with supercilious scorn. When she triea
to be dignified, he snickered. Ruth was
strougly inclined to lay the case before
the manager, and say vhas either young
Maloue must go or she would,

She lingered after hours one bleak fall
day with the purpose of carrying out
her deferred intention. Buta traveling
man buttonholed the manager, and their
interview seemed likely tO continue in-
definitely. Reluctantly at last, Rath
| locked her desk and started home,
| leaving her complaint until the follow-

ing evening. There was to be another
‘ day of youog Malone after all. She did
not know how she was to bear it.

Her long car ride took her through
| very different sections of the ecity.
| After leaving the imposing business
blocks, she looked out on squalid build-
ings, with dirty children playing in the
gutters, and frowsy women hanging from
‘ the upper windows. It was in such a

neighborhood that an old woman who

o the holl

| Ruth had noticed the old women par-
ticularly. She had a gentle face in
spite of the lines left by toil and poy-
| erty and hardship. The hair under her
rusty black bonnet was as white as snow
but her eyes were of a guileless blue
| that was almost child-like. In the palms
of her work-roughened hand was a silver
heli-dollar, and Ruth noticed how often
her old eyss rested on with a sort of
auticipation as if she were mentally
estimating the comforts it would buy.
Ruth after her, had lefe
the car, and following her progress t
the sidewalk, saw with dismay that

it

looked

as she

she
[

had dropped t 2oin. In an instant a
brazen-faced urchin ad set his foot
upon it, while the old woman looked
| around bewildered.
The next iustany Ruth found

hersell
pushing the button, and the car came to
au abrupt halt a block beyond where the
old woman had left it. Ruth hurried
back. There was quite a group on the
sidewalk now, all curiously regarding
the bent old figure searchiug vainly for
the missing coin as she whispered,
“ Surely I had it in me hand a minute

back !

*It's that boy | He put his foot on
it!" Ruth's accusing finger indicated
the brazen-faced urchin whose reply

was a threatened gesture coupled with
the sugg. _lion that she should chase
bersell. As Ruth stood her ground a
number of other boys surrounded the
first, each swaggering, deflant and
sulting.

The g
She looked
was

in-

began to be frightened.
for a policeman, but none
in sight. She heard the sound of
an approaching car but conquered an

impulse to board it and leave the old

woman to fight her own battle. And
then, as the crowd pressed closer and
loaks became more threatening, a fami-

liar voice said * Hello !
“ Mike "

woman, and ¥

screamed the little old
Malone elbowed his

¥y to her side. But

ung

nobody waited to
happen. There

pering as if the

what was goi
haired

patr wagon at

red

msket  emy

ter she found it
service,
she began timidly.
Miss Young Malone shot

1y if

I 8ic

he had been discharged
from a

gun. * Sure, Miss "
had stated her
I'nen leaning toward her, * if the
keeps on I'll bring you your lunch,
Chere's no sense in your goin’ through
| the mud an’ all, with n e handy to send.”
Ruth's complaint the
body was never lodged. far as she
the of young
Malone was complete,

Gatling
he acquiesced when she
case,
rait

office

was concerned

T'he Flag
one of the
held their seats
elections, in the course of
his speeches before the polling told the
followin “Two years ago 1 was
in Rome, at the time of the
Ferrer, the Sc 1
over

Mr., Lemieux
Ministers whe

few Canadian

the
of

at

recent mne

story

execution of

vas a ris-
ing all days
Paris,
{ eiti

riot ruled

ens

issadors be

d

but young Malone not only headed the |

But in the process of taming ,\'uuu;;‘I

| had oceapied the seat in front of her, |

GENERAL INTENTION FOR
NOVEMBER

RECOMMENDED AND BLESSED
BY HIS HOLINESS PIUS X,

SACERDOTAL PIETY

riy piety in boys, besides being an
earnest of a virtuous life, is often oune of
the surest signs of a voeation to the
priesthood. A priest, haviog just said
| his own Mass, and now making his
thanksgiving before the altar at which
one of his clerical brethren is_offering
up the same perenvial Saerifice, notices
the piety of the server, a boy of some
| twelve years. The dear little chap is
evidently praying fervently during the
whole Mass. He does not fidget nor
look about him, as so many al ar-boys
do. He realizes the Divine Presence.
The observiog and zealous priest fol-
lows up that pious boy, finds that he
would like to have a thorough classical
| training and makes the way of higher
education smooth avd easy for him in a
Catholie college, Gradually the boy's
| vocation matures, in due time he enters
the Seminary and eventually becomes a
holy priest. This is the story of many
| a solid voeation to a sacredotal life,

|  We beg to insist on the solidity of
this factor in the problem of saving
. Plely should wob viewed as
an ornament of Christianity but as a
most reasonable and necessary element
in the make-up of any Catholie, and of
course especially of a priest. For, what
is piety ? Definitions always clear the
way to a right understanding of the
subject in hand. Piety is, first of all, a
virt ‘e by whieh man gives to God the

v
[
i
|
|
\
|
\
|

80 e

His due. Piety, considered as oune of
the seven gifts of the Holy ghost, facili-
tates the practice of this virtue, By
the virtue and gift of piety man becomes

more apt to falfil his religions duties
which, without piety, are irksome,
These duties are necessary ; therefore

‘ the virtue that makes them easy is in-
valuable,

| . There exists in certain quarters a pre-

judice against piety as if it were un-

manly. Bat it not. To be manly is to

| possess qualities hefitting ar

[8s bravery and more especially that

| N they are completely lacking in divine | The Cardinal, whom many well informed
| moral eourage which nerves a man to do . DOMpASURLY. 168 s -
|

his duty, to obey orders however painful,
| Now this is precisely what the pious
| man does. Deeply convinced that he is
merely a creature and that his Creator
has sovereign and unescapable rights to
his worship and love, he worships by
frequent prayer and proves nis love,
not by mere sentiment or lip-service,

but by keeping the commandments.
What can be manlier than that ? To
neglect prayer, or deny its eflicacy, to
despise the commandments, to deny the
very existence of God can appear manly
only to the shallow blusterers whose

minds are childish and undeveloped.
The growing mu ude of noisy atheists
1our day is no more a proot that they
ri than the ving wuititude of
criminals despite cur boasted progress
is a proof that crime is right
sirable. It is as true
the days of the Psalmist that the man
who says in his heart * There is no God "
is a fool.

are

g1

and de
now as it was in

about the infinite wumber of fools is
truer pow than ever before, Just as
the son who is devoid of filial piety to-
wards his earthly father is an unnat
al being, 80 too and still more unnatural
is the man who is devoid of piecy to-
wards God. The heathens of ancient
Greece and Rome could not conceive of
an individual, a family, or a State with-
out religion and piety, and if they
adopted corrupt forms of worship, at
least they did not dream of refusing all
worship. They knew, as we do, that the
ungodly man is a degenerate, and the
impious man a monster.
The disrepute into which piety has
| fallen among superficial observers is
due to the inconsistency of many who
profess it. The man who, while pluming
himself on his regularity in } rayer and
otherireligious observances, delights in
bitter criticism of the persons 8
likes and hardly ever has a kind word
say of anyor be to
extent excused

e, may 2 certain

n account of an atrabil

ious temperament or an ill-balanced
rain, but certainly hastno r gl )

called pious, since he fails YTV

i of charity, Father

Fa ad grave doubts concerning

“npper-class piety in London and Paris,

ere women used to “dar t ir'in
the mornit d go to Communion
te ’lous is a misnomer for

) At her hushand,
er children by me

and meaowhile ney
misses her d meditation, Mass, and
ritual readi All these are traves
ties of true | which muos e built
on humility, meekness, seclf-denial and
abiding sorrow for sin.
If “godlir -which is a

synonym
§ profitable to things’
d persons, it is doubly
They are the chosen am-

| for piety
(1 Tim, iv, 8)
50 for priests

all

| bassadors of Christ, dispensers of the
mysteries of d. Therefore they re-
quire a high degree of virtue to fulfi

their superhuman duties, and this virtue
must spring from a elose union with God
| by lov Before laying upon Peter the
| headship of His clergy, Our Blessed
| Lord carefully asked him thrice if
| loved Him, in order to make him under-
| stand that without love he could nc
acquit himself of this charge, and that
the care of souls is at once the greatest
proof a man can give to God of his de
votion and the most disheartening kind
of work for one who does not love God,

Now, as love of God and piety are
| practically the same thing, of each priest,
| as of the fix Pope. Christ demands

that he should be pre-eminently

plous, :

Founded m the firm convietion
that G called bhim to sacerdotal
functions, piety ol & priest must, if it
is to last is life, feed on the prac
tices proj his vocat ind espee
ially on t stant practice of earnest
prayer Otherwise the very multiplie-
ity of his y stly duties may make him

ewarm, and lukewarmness may end in
spiritual € Of th Do most ter
ril i Y in modern mes is the
fall of Fe de Lammenais. In his
¢ ¥ manh , hefore he was ordained,
he w remarkable for the fervor of his

ety I'her was that he published a
French version of the Imitation of

Christ, with notes and reflections of his |

worship of love and devotion which is |

And it is a sign of the present | :
£ s ; a priest is reg 8 breviary, are | series of readings of general it a
degeneracy that Fcclesiustes’s remark |  Priest feaiiiug 1is brevisey, thare T aatel Iapart 4uk

he |

| :
own, more popular than any other of his

many works, His fame became world-
wide, as he was “the first apologist in the
uineteenth century to compel the at
tention of unbelievers and to force them
to reckon with the Christian Faith
‘ ( Lammenais, Catholie Eoeyelopedia. )
But with his fame his occupations grew

lupucc‘. Unwise admirers obtained for
| him & dispensation from his breviary.
“"I{nulun!l) lost the habit of prayer,

‘ Condemued by Pope Gregory XVI, for
| errors in his teaching, at first he seemed
| to yield, but afterwards abandoned the
‘nucwunl profession of Chris‘ianity and
| spent the last twenty years of his life in
| obdurate resistance to the many efforts
made to bring him back to the faith,
He died unrepentant. In him was sadly
| verified the medieval line, Angelicus
| juvenis senibus satanizat in annis — An
| angelie youth becomes a devil in his old
age.

No

[ wonder, then, that our present
| Pope, his admirable letter addressed
| to the Catholie clergy at the time of his
| sacerdotal jubilee, insists so much on
the necessity of prayer. * Let us con- |
sider it a well established prineciple,” |
| writes Pius X., * that the priest, if he ‘
|

\

| is worthily to hold his place and do his
| duty, must above all devote himself to
| prayer.” To vocal prayer he should
| add meditation, which is a methodical
study of supernatural t he, destined |
to strengthen the convietions of our |
Faith. To counteract the false glamor |
of the world which is always very much
with us, we must fill our imagination
| with the everlasting real scenes of the |
life of Christ. From this habit of medi- |
tative and contemplative thought
springs sincere heartfelv prayer. On
| this subject the Holy Father is ex
tremely urgent : * A point of great im-
portance is to reserve each day some
| fixed time for the meditation of eternal |
traths., No priest can excnse himself |
from this without incurring a grave re- |
| proach of negligence and without in-
juring his soul.”” To those who, dis-
| sembling their spiritual poverty, shield
| themselves under the pretext of the in |
cessant work they are doing for the |
souls of others, the Pope replies that
this is “a lamentable mistake. As they
have not the habit of conversing with
| God, when they speak to men of Him,

inspiration, so that the Gospel seems a
dead thing in their mouths.”
" But what is that poor priest to do who
| is caught in a very whitlwind of parish
| work and who never feels any sensible de
votion? In the first place, he should get
a firm grasp of the fundamental axiom
that his divine Master caunot approve
of his neglecting his own soul for the
sake of his parishioners. He cannot be
a fit instrument for the supernatural
work of securing salvation to his ne
bor, unless he upnited to God
Secondly, bearing in mind that progress
in the spiritual life means a repetition
of fresh starts eve ry now and then, he
should resolutely set bimself to use the

be

opportunities for petition whieh th
Mass and the breviery offer him every
day. How many thexe are who never

think of offering various portions of the
divine oftice for the wants, temporal and
| spiritual, of others. Yet the habit eaa
be easily acquired. For instance, while |

comes to his mind the importunsate
recollection of a drunken parishioner
who is ruining himself and his family
Instead of fighting against this distrac-
tion, let him simply and peacefully offer
up the part of his cffice which he is just
now reciting for the conversion of that
sinner. This will give to a necessary
and sometimes tiresome duty an apos-
tol ¢ freshness that will noarish his own
piety.

Though all priests are aware that the
possibilities of secondary intentions
and of mementoes in the Holy Sacrifice
are inflnite, not a few neglect this inex-
haustible mine of grateful praise for
graces obtained, and of petition for new
ones for the living and the dead. A
good way of working this mine is ment-
ally, by a momentary advertence, to
refer, on the apot, all the insistent calls
for ard that occur in one day to the next
day's Mass. The details of these refer
ences will no doubt be forg t
priest's own mind while #ays that
Mass, but God, Who never forgets, will
wttend to them. The ¢
giving after Mass shonld

otten €

riest’s

thanks-

viewed

s
anl integral part there 1arter
of an hour, the short and only period
when the Body of Christ is ly pres
ent within us, should be key acredly
free from interruptions. Visits at that
time should be discountenanced as mi

18 possible, and if they are oceasionally
unavoidable they should be got thr I
quickly, so that the priceless thanks-
giviog may be resumed,

But just here comes in the great
difficulty of keeping up these practices
of piety when the soul is devoid of all
attraction to them. If the heart be

filled with spiritual eonsolation all pious

exercipes become delightful, Alas |

most of us enjoy but rarely this agree-

able ease in prayer. On the whole,

| there is no denying that, for the cormmon |
run of busy priests, piety has a tend- |
enecy to become monotonous. As to the

reality of this complaint ard the |
remedies for it, read the chapter on |
| “ The Monotony of Piety " in Faber's ‘
| “ Spiritual Conferences.” His conclu- |
sion is that the best remedy is prayer |
| and mortification. We should pray to |
| the Holy Ghost for His gift of piety, |
whose special oflice is to produce in us |
an affectionately filial view of God.

This gift may now be more fully defined |
as ‘“an babitual disposition which the |
Holy Ghost infutes into the soul to |
excite in us a filial affection towards

God,” and St. Thomas tells us (2, ;
q. 121) that works dowe for God as ouy
I"ather are more meritorious than works
dope for Him as our Creator, becanse
the motive is more excellent, With re.
gard to piety in this sense, wher by
cry, Abba, Father " Lallemant
relates in his * Spiritual Doectrine

(Principle iv. eh. 3, art. 5) that Cardinal
Bollarmine, one of Italy’s ey
when he visited France in 1 said he
was struck with the devout lety of the

Y we

satest 1
590

French, and that the people seemed to
bim in consequence far better Catholic
than the Italians

Prayer, then, at all times, not neces
warily voiced in words, often hut a jif
ing of the heard Godward, in all places
whether crowded or solitary, prayer of
the dry soul gasping after the dew of
pie “restore unto me the joy of thy

| salvation” — will infallibly "be heard
|

especially if it is accompanied by mor-
tification, bodily and mental. Of this
the priestly ministry presents many
opportunities, too often grudgingly
noticed, instead of being gladly accept
ed as a means of increasing our piety.
The tastug before late Mass, the inevit- |
able worry, aoxiety and fatigue of
parochial visits, of sick-calls to a dis-
tance , of long hours in the confessional,
the ill-cooked or more than frugal fare,
which so often is set before vhe ex
hausted missioner, all these and' many
more are precious occasions for bodily
mortification, Oceasions for spiritual
mortification are still more numerous,
if only we were wise enough to catch
them, as it were, on the wing, instead of
grumbling at them, They generally
take the form of humiliations, and there
is nothing like humiliation bravely
borne to draw down the invigorating
rain of fervent piety. Think of all the
slights and disarpointments an active
priest meets with in his daily life :
ingratitude, failure to persuade, labor-
iously prepared sermons pronounced un-
interesting or splendid sermons damned
with faint praise, affectionate demon-
strations on the part of dull and
stupid people and depreciation by the
clever and learned. Even the unex-
pected success of some passing nﬂ-.rtl
will remind him, by contrast, of a sup- |
posedly £ o has simply for
gotten him, and to be *“unknown and
treated as naught' is often the bitter
est of humiliations, But the pity is |
that we slip too many of these golden |
opportunities,

Toe best way to ereate an atmosphere
of prayer is to be assiduous in spiritual
reading, which is the great feeder of
the meditative soul. The Epistles of
St. Paul converted Augustine, the Lives
of the Saints trausformed Jgnatius aod |
John Colombini. Those same Lives, |
while keeping us close to God, are a |
storehouse of interesting and edifying
tales for catechetical and pulpit in-
structions. Amoog lives of holy men |
uone is more practical for priests of our |
own day than Snead-Cox's “Life of Car-
dinal Vaughan.” These two volumes, |
already acclaimed, even by non-Catho- |
lics, as the best recent specimen of bio- |
graphy, burst upon the
ing revelation of

rld yebl

unsuspected holiness,

Catholics looked upon as a fine figure-
head, at bottom rather commonplace,
now stands forth as a deeply interior
man, praying continually * either with
more spiritual visitations or fewer,”
seeking God in all things with heroic
singleness of purpose, delighting in the |
many huomiliations which his defects
brought upon hiw, chastising his body

with astounding severity. Yet

whole of his gradual sanctif
tion imitable by almost anyone
else, There are none of those dizzy
heights of superhuman powers and gifts
that make som other servants of God

process

seems

easy to admire but hard to imitate.

It

meditation is t}

» guide to the
) I Couscience
its regulator and therefore
necessary than meditation. To prodace
its legitimate results, it should be a
personal examination, not the communi-
ty exercise which sometimes bears that
name bat which consists chiefly in a

in-
is

more

amination «

even

a repltition of voecal prayers. A real
examipation of conscience, such as a
priest should make at least once a d Ay
in private, should be a practical medita-
tion on the state of his own soul that
selfsame day. It begins with thanks
glving for natural and supermatural
blessings received by himself, because
thanksgiving is the source of spiritual
joy amd a foretaste of onr chief oceupa-
tion in heaven. Then it proceeds with
personal prayer, vocal or merely mental,
for light to know himself and detest his
“sins, offences and negligences.” Qualy
in the third place, and as merely one
of five operations ot the mind, comes the
examination proper, bearing first on his
faults in general since the last examina-
tion, and secondly on his dominaunt de-
fect. The fourth division of this most
lmportant exercise consists acts of
ittrition and contrition, with an ex-
plicit review of all the supernatural
motives for a continual grieving over

in

all his sins, even though forgiven. In
the fifth and Iaet division he takes prae
tical resolutions for the immediate
fusure aud bags grece to keep them. Ir
this way, without nttering a single wor 1
one cau esaily ar 1 most profitably end
fiftemn minute

“Now more Pius X
nthe lett e already
quoted, “the of
than ordinary vir

exemplary,
in (
wuch for

ardent, active, qu
» do ¢

reat t

rist.”” What r object
tham this for the prayer Our asso-
ciates, who will thus be reminded ( f

their past negleet to eomply with

confessor's oft-repeated request

peace and pray for me.’
LEw]

their

» *Go in
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ness is the faith in t}
is faith in the
the foundation

> happi-
1@ virtue of woman:
integrity cof man;
of all bappiness,
the foundation of political happiness,
temporal and eternal, ig realiance on
the goodness of God,

The disputations person neve r makes
a good friend. In friendship, men look
for peace, and concord, aud some meas
ure of content. There are enough bat-
tles to! fight outside, enough
and jostling in the stree:
puting in the market plac
cord in the

jarring
t, enough dis
*e, enough dis-
workaday world, without
having too look for contention in the
realm of the inner life also, There, if
anywhere, we ask for an end of ur‘ih-.
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and the peace of the sanoct
brood over it

eart,
{ nary should
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Face Health
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the pores of the skin ope Give the
pores of the skin their ol
which is air, for every nn closed
means that much loss of food to the face
A siek face is starv ng for air CAM.-
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