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accused boforo t!ic flro Jio camf to my lioiiso tit Wotton, on Sunday, in tho forenoon. He
went away on tlieTb\und;iy following, which was in Klio week of tlic fire. I left i/iy Itouae

ia the inorniu;; to <,'o to tiio frulnuiit, on tlie hist (hiy, Thursday, about seven or oi;^ht o'clock

the inoiMinr; ; at the lime the a'-enscd hail not left our house, I rotiiriied homo alioiit noon.

Tlio iicouso 1 liiid •^im<.' aw.iy in tho rneftntiine. From Huuday till Thursday the accused

stayed at my house, huriiiji; that time, that is to say, tVoni Sunday till Thursday, my
futhor-in-law, Narcisse i<o l>hinc w:is at my liouso with his family. One of !iis dauE;iiters,

my sister in-law, is called Marie Iiel)h;nc ; she is now married to ono Prosper ]5cauchene,

of Wotton. She lived at tho house of the aceuscd a little more than a month ijefore the Hi'O.

T went to the house of the accused on the Thur.sday nii^'ht before the tire, where! remained
until Saturday morning, e.Tcept that I went to fetch a loail at Narcisse Leblanc's, two
miles and a half or three miles away. On tho Friday morning there was a wrangle. The
accused .said that, he wished to go and look at lands at Wotton, and his wife, tho deceased,

wished to go with him. The accused said to her that ho was afraid that she would do
as on the first occa.'jion, not go and see tho lands, and she replied that she did not like tho

place. The .accused said to her that lie ]treferred buying at Wotton. The wife of the

accused replied to him that if he went and bought at Wotton she would not go and live

there. The girl Leblane said that if Mr. (Iiiilleuu'tte was going to Wotton, she would
go too. The accu.sed, his wife, Mai'ie i.eblanc and I wore present at this convers.ation,

which took place at the house of the accused, which consisted of but a single apartment.

When Mari(! Leblanc said that she would go to Wotton with tho accused, the wife of

the latter s.aid that she had as much business as her to go to Wotton. She said that she

had more business than IMarie JA)i)lane to go to Wotton to see the lauds, since she was to

reside there. Tlu;i'eupon ^laric fjcblanc answei'i'd that slio had as much business a.s she,

(Madame (juillcrnette.) to go to Wotton. Tiier;.'Ui)on the deceased, !^^adamo Guillemette

said to me: "See, Mr. Richard, she says .she has as much business to go to Wotton as I."

I observed that Marie Leblanc wished to go and see the place, as her sister was married.

Madame Ciuillemette answered me, "Ah I that is not it, Mr. Richard, be sure if you knew as

much about it as T, you wouhl not tell me that ; they ,^,j iato the field, they talk ofme and they
make ajestof me." She, (Aladame Ouillci'nett. ' - '^jWit of the accused and of Marie Leblanc.

During the time when I w;is at the house o*' thi> ii.cused, in the week before th.e fire, his wife

said to me that Marie Lehhmc wiis a little slut, that she was too fond of other women's
husb.'inds, th.it she went out with the iiccii>!'d to ;-pend the evening until nine or ten o'clock

at night. While I wms fit the house of the iiccused, on the occisiou in question, the accused

appeared to agree pn ay well with his wife, but .she wnmgled ;dl the time. During those days,

Madame (jiiillemette sevcnd times told .Marie Jicblme to go away, because she brought
trouble into the household. The accused rejilied, " Here is a business, you are hired, you
will remain and fini.<h your time." On the Friday evening about dii^k, Marie Leblanc was
rcstii.g her elbow on the knee of the accu.sed, and was wrangling with Madame (jiuillemettc.

It Avas who should say most. 3Lirie Leblanc called .Madame (Juillemette jealous. j\Iadame

Guillemette answered that she w;is not jealous, but that she s:iw clearly that they wanted to

trick her, and she (^tnl.l) ]\[;irie Lcbl.inc to go away, and called her a little slut and a little

whore. I thought that Madan^e tluillcnii'tte was jealous, and fancied things that did not

exist. I understood that Mad.ime (juillem.:tle wished to say that the accused and 3Iarie

Leblanc had gone to bed together. T arrived at Wotton cai the Saturday bellu'c the fire,

about nine or ten o'clock in the cvcninir. .M.iiie I.ibl ,mc had got to our house before my
arrival. The accused arrived at my house on the Sunday morning. From the Sunday till

the Thursday of the week of the lire, the accused renuiiiu'd at my house as well as Marie
Leblanc. The accused appeared to Ik; fond f)l' her. I Ibund that he had somewhat the way
of a lover. On the Wednesd.ay evening, during the retreat, the accused, while unhitching his

vehicle, told me that he thought ho should become my brother-in-law within a fortnight. In
the morning, the accused had taken mamma, my wife-, and Marie Leblanc to the village of
Wotton, and then went to see the lands, according to what he told me. Ileturning immediately,

without unharnessing, he brought Marie Leblanc with him. He told me on the .same occasion

that he did not think his wile had more than a fortnight to live. I asked him why. He


