'RILOUS ADVENTURES
"OLD BY 'AND OF
& LIVING PERSONS

N

IJ o ?WVI TH

the

LOODH

e e 2

UND

FTER Puarsuit Ashore the Fugitive Took to the River Amid a Rain of Confederale Bullets and Had to Fight
for His Life When the Ferocious Beast Got Aboard His Frail Craft

afterward a diviston  of
lowed. )

When Howell returned to the cabin In the after-
noon he kuew himse!f to be In possession of data
which would be of the gregtest value to General Bat-
ler it promptly dellvered.. He meant to start back
over the way by which he had come at nightfall,
After thanking bis host he pressed upon the negro
the roll of Confederate money as a reward for his
services. The old fellow was overwhelmed by the
generous gift and insisted that he had done nothing
to deserve a fortune. He was eager to render fur-
ther ald and suggested that If Howell wonld walit
until dark he could lead the scout to the river, where
he might find a canoce and return safely and quickly
to the Union lines.

Howell consented to this plan and they left the
cabin about eight o'clock that evening. The sky was
somewhat cloudy and the moon frequently obscured,
but the negro threaded the forest ways with the fo-
stinet of the woodsmap and Howell followed at his
heels. They bad almost reached the rifer, when at
& turn they were: confronted by several Confedérate
soldlers, provost guards on patrol duty. One of
them held a huge and ferocious bloodlhound in ]

infantry (Ransom's) fol-

MAJOR MARSHALL HOWELIL

MEENERAL J. MADISON DRAKE, historian

(j of the Army and Navy Medal of Honor

Legion, has the records of many extraor-:
dinary adventurced of the civil war in which
individual herces of the great struggle were
pitted against long odds. Among them is that
of Marshall Howell, of the Ninth New Jersey

Voluntéers, who is still hale and® hearty, re-

siding at Pen Argyle, Pa. The facts for the

story; iere given were furnished by General

Drake, '

i
(7R 1911 by (be New Yok Herald Co. Al rights reserved.)
™= 'BY ‘plcked Marshall Howell for the service

“hecnuse they nated In him that combiuation of

‘aring and coolness which recommends men

yo the hazardous work of the spy and that
unselfish patriotism which leads men to accept
tae chance of Inglorious and wretched death.

It was béfore Petersburg, about June 1, 1864. Gen-
eral Butfer had just received a severe clieck from the
forees under Reauregard at Drewry's Bluff and was
then occupying an impregnable position at Bermuda
Hundred It was essential that some Information be
obtalned concerning the fortifications at Petersburg,
the conditions in that city and the disposition of the
Confederates in the nelghborhood.

1
General Butler Instituted Inquiries among his troops

for volunteers willing to venture into the hostile lines
on this dangerous mission, Colonel James Stewart,
Jr. commander of the Ninth New Jérsey Volunteers,
presenied the name of Howell, a private In Company
H. of "his regiment, and after consideration of his
record for bravery and efficlency he was selected.
Howell prépured fop the undertaking with a care-
ful disguige. A ragged suit of butternut was obtained
from a° Confederate prisoner, shoes to match. For
wenpons he took a revolver of large calibre and a
knife, keen If captured he
to. represent gnerilla of Southern
sympathies or a Confederate who had wandered from
hix command. - From Generdl Butler he received brpad
Instrnetions ax to the information desired and a roll
of uew Confederale paper money,

lonz howie A8 a4 razor.

was himself as a

For the rest be wgs
to trust to his wits and to his knowledge of the country
about Walthall Junction and Swift Creek, where he
bad previously done scout duty and. which he would
bhave to-trayverse in approaching the city.

He left the ines after dark and travelled
all night toward Petersburg without lndlll-m_ follow-
ing the bypaths and woodland trails. By dawn he was
well ap te the enemy’s ground on the outskirts of the
ey, near-the jeft bank of the Appomattox. It was
his lutention to take shelter for the day in a copse, but
in waking his way through the uaderbrush he came
upon o small cleariog in which stood a tiuy sldb eabin,
An tged negro was pottering about the garden. and
Huowell _sssurin® hiniself ‘that there was no one else
about, approget g him, s

The segro wis susplcious at first, but the scout set
to work to®win bis confidence and let fall cautions
hints of ks mission, which et quick sympathy and
responsé.  Flnally Howell ventured upon an .opeu
plea for assistinee, which vesulted inoa complete un-
derstanding with the old fellow. He wag invited to
breakfist, and wihile hé ate his host showed that he
wis eager and able to ald the cause of the Union.

This weeting proved the h'a';i}m:st' possible chance
to Howell - The negro was renllrk‘ably fntelligent and
uad Hen o constant (oldh With the situation iu
Petersinrg,  whicl he visitéd daily. The scout re-
walhed Hidden I (hé cabin flitoughout the day. ob-
talting valuable facts us to the Cunfederate strengtiy,
fortitications and piovements rabout the city. The
negro supplied bim swith récent ~opies of Petersburg
papers which™ were highly hportant to Howell's pur-
pose nnd lefped i to & Linowledge of thé surronnd-
g rords : . 18R ;

Afterspending the might In tue cabin the scout felt
sure enoiigl of bis posficu (6 Attempt next morning
o pmrtinl etreudt of the Cetifederate enmps, While en-
gaged In this dingen:uu_ proceeding e was very
neurly  surprised by no less a person than General
Bedaregard  hlmself, OHe had secreted bimself be-
hiud a mi)l"v bn o rise avgriooking sowe of the camps
when tle suddep beat sf hoofs sounded along the
road. He had fust Hma 48 Hing himself fito a depres-
wlat Whbi & Bete bndber wounted officers In gray:

federal

' gulforin Fwept by At CHens Lead Lié recogilzed the
&ble

¢ of the enemy's forces, and shortly

At sight of the dog the negro became paralyzed with

fright. He was Instantly sélzed by the soldiers, Al

residents of the neighborliond were forbidden to be

put of doors at night under the wmilitary occupation.
Pursuit by the Bloodhound.

Profiting by the darkness and the momentary con-
fusion Howell dashed as!de into'the woods and beaded
fn the direction of thie river. He was not certaln that
he had been seen and when he broke out upon the
bank he could hear no sounds of pursuit. Groping
along for some distance he ‘ame to the edge of the
city water front. He ran'out upon a crumbling whar(

and began 'o search the shad
kind.

the st piece

ws eagerly for a craft of
He was still groping and crawling along
1 when from the patch of forest land be-
hind bim Le beard the deep og of a hound draw-

some

ing rapldly nearer.

Howell knew instantly (hat his escape had becnd
discovered and that the dog s on his track., Plang-
fvg from the wharf into the shallows of the river he
began to make his way along the shore, gniding his

steps and steadying bimself against the current by

the branches that rhrast out He was
Itated to trust himself to
For himself he felt
1+ him a responsibility that

a precious thing

ver the stream.

a strong swimmer, hut he I

the swollen and turbulent »
uo fear. But+he carried w!
made his iife

ers

He heard the dog spri
the crash the thick
Too late lie knew that be should have
1 his trail by leaving the wharf at theé opposite

out upon the wharf, and
owed that

g in
were just behind

its keepers

cover

side and wading aronnd or under It. It was soon evl-
dent from excited shouts that the
the spot at which be bad tuker

the purs

bad indicated
to the water and that
it was approaching along the shore.

He hurried on and had
the deener water when he

15t determined to take to

undered headlong over a

floating object.
the

vicinity made by primitive processes.

It was a canoe, a rough dug out of
descript of the
He cut the rope
which it was moored with his bowlie knife, waded
as far as he dared, pushing the craft before lLim, and

rudest , such as the

groes

then serambled awkwardly aboard.

There was a small paddie In the bottom of the canoe,

an inadequate st of wood, and with t he tried to

head across fhe st

The current «

um. aug the dug-
out and whirled it like a leaf, forcing it back into an
where Howell strove helplessly, unable to di

rect Lis course or to get headway. At this instant the

7

WAY up In Northern Maine, sixty miles from

the Canadian boundary, is Chase carry, the
swiftest bit of water on the Allagash River,
and the dread of log drivers as well as of all

the sportsmen who pass that way. The big
rocks that encumber the chamel were once piled up
in a great dam, the destruction of which forms one of
the most exciting episodes in the history of the early
wars between the Yankee and Bluenose lumbermen.

In the fall of 1868 Joe Labree and his partuner,
Jack MeCord. drifted into the settlement Suncook, out
of |||nn‘(~)‘ and looklng for work. Times were not the
same then as now, when a ™Man can make $3 or $4 a
day by paddling sportsmen from lake to lake, and
summer was a dull time. About that time two Ban-
gor men named Conueérs came down the west branch
of the Penobsecot, picking up men to work in the
woods cutting logs at “a dollar a day till snow flles.”
Joe aud - Jdack jwmped at the chance, and soon were
members of a crew of thirty men, poling their way .
up the sluggish Umbazooksus en route to the head
waters of the Alagash,

At-the period of these ‘events, all lnmber cut on the
Allagash or on any of its tributarvies, had. of uéces-
sity, to be driven down that rviver and into New
Brunswick, via St. John., 1 avoid sending so much
good American lumbey to New Brunswick mills for
manufacturd, the Conners Ql'olh(‘l\‘ canceived the fdea
of building #-large @im pear the hend wiaters of the
Allagash, and thus by flooding the swmall Jakes iving
sonth of Chamberiain Lakd, form a continuous water
force from the Allagash to Bangor.

The site of the proposed dam was on an elbow In
the river, four wiles above Chucchill Lake. The men
found plenty of subtable tinler, mud, fuvored by godd
wenther, made rapid progress, so that when the first
cold snap cxme the dam was nearly compivted.

Oue day two visitors were<in camp whe had come
up from the lower gettlements of Canada, . They had
noticed the fall of water ih the river caused by the
big dam and had com® up to investizate. ' 'They sald
npthing, but & was‘very evident from ‘l‘uﬂr loaks and
actlons that rhey were notiat all plesised with the
entérprise, which meannt lowes water on the Allegash
and perhaps bhard driving the following spring. Other

came and looked over the dam, but the
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moon, which had fortunately been obscured up teo
cleared of clouds and as If the scene
shifters of the river had had thelr cue the surface and
banks were flooded In sudden briiilant light

Howell, fig

now, was

with bis cranky, unwieldy craft,
looked back ym where he bad

bes and Into this

a point not far f

shore was free of bt

embarked the

clear space he saw a strange form cowme leaping. Ef-
fects in moonlight are as weird and shifty as the play
of shapes In an evil dream and It seemed to Howel!

ifdeous monster of the pit had sprang f

3
he had glimpsed with the patrol

But naw the beast was trans-
¥ flam

wa rge and powerf
for

d

with eyes

izht of Howell at the

same instant and with a howl! sprang from the
bank into the riv
With desper strokes of the paddle Howell now

free from the eddy and into the sweep of the
once re. He to accommodate the
d S e, not st ng against It, but try-

ward the opposite side

The canoe tipped and

slipped when turned in Howell's
Inexperience ds ywly escaped belug

thrown ou Still he paddied
T'he soldiers, following their dog, reached the verge
of the stream In time to see the chase. The Llood-
was swimn ifter Howell, ga‘ning on him

Shots were

ing craft,

now so fan

wii stream as to be a poor
the lind run

encouraging the pursuer in the water,

and the began to

he bank

* pursuers on

It was a mad e. Howell,

sfrange,

kueeling In
with

Lhe “ould his frafl

the crazy canoe, lal

paddle, sometimes

toward the side

f the river drew

wdly

sowetimes losing agaio as the swirl

Tragedy of the Beleagueréd Guardians of Allagash Dam.

Conners brothers pald no attention to them and the
work was pushed on to completion.

Winter came on 1ow lay three feet deep
ou the groun 1d to be suspended, and
the men to the

retur

the last wm Conners brother:
Joe Labree k McCard and 1 H
them a libe camp all winter and

said
1i
offer
e erew went out MeCard we
week later with supplles
of traps.

It was a pleasant and lazy life that Joe and Jack
led for the next two months. Nothing was seen or
heard from the down river men, game was plentiful
anud oceasionally they wo take a run up to Churehiil
Lake for a day's fishing, always returning with as
much trout as they conld carry. Five feet of snow
Hy in the woods and many a bunting trip the two
wiatchers took to the neighboring mountains on their
snowshoes. The interior of thelr cabin was filled
with skine and heads that wonld bring them @ Nandful
of money when they shiould come out in the spriug.

Oue evening, well aloug in March, MeCard, who
had been on a visit to the traps, returned: with a
troubled look, . He bad seen trackson the river a few
rods heélow. the dam. Drifting snow had made it im-
possible to trace the tracks, but he was certain
that they had vet been. made by himsel!f or his ehuwm.
The twe were much distufbed and stayed up late into
the night dicenssiug (he matter. They were sure that
aLpas wve failed the
eabin, o » passed without calling
in. T concinsion t vhoever made
the trag dly ud, huat nothing
was heard from the my ions footprints, and in a
few days the matter was f tten.

“On the afternoan of March 17 4 violent snowstorm
set . accompanied by a high wind that whirled and
toswed the snow o that 1t was impossible to see a rod
awhy, Al that ntght apd the uext day the snow fell
while the wmen in the eabin watehed the drifts pile
ligher and higlier against the dark wall of the forest
across the river. At noon of the third day it cleared
and a viglt was paid 1o the neavest traps, whi
fonad. bugied ander: tremepdony drifts: " It was o
tensely cold and the men W I4d 1o get baek'to the
ronrlug fire In the anhin. | R

Rblug very thved the pargers turnad o early” that
night. How long they slept Is not kuown, -but along
toward: widuight they were awakened by & glare of

ey did

» on the safe side.

aud whe
refu i
nuy

and a

10 see

cae fa the
S Was not suoa

I were

light on the cal
d lookir

cabins nea

flames

1Wo men, one

from their cabin with

« from their bunks
other
ad works of the great dam In
t of the fAire they could see
the bushes only a few rods

hands, the other

fn wails

shed to see

standing by 2
Before they

zing torch.
thes on the fire was
a

tween the
burned so
allve, wh
clothed,
men at

o hesitate meant to be b d
neant a ruu for life

for it was plain that the

bent on murder. The accu-
pants decided to go out, that being the only chance
for life. XifeCard v in the lead. He had scarcely

stepped to the door w a bullet struck hin in
the forehead and he dead In his tracks, while
Labree, who was clese behind, got a bullet in the
left shounlder.

With or 1we at his murdered partuer, Labree

sped on toward the woods, and as he 'voked back, st
a distance of five | redd yards, he heard a terrible
explosion. The ear md sky seemed to be lit up

for miles arounc s from a thousand eleetric lights
Then all became dark again, and Labree felt as e
earth had opened and swallowed kim up Finally

lights appeared again, and he saw that the dam had
been blown up. The place had chauged so that he
hardly recognized it as having Leen only a few min-
utes before the head of a one thousand horse power
water system. The timber work had been shattered
into splinters, and boulders weighivg tons had been
distributed far down the stream.

Joe Labree made the th utiles to the nearest set-
tlement, wading through the deep suow, tortured alike
by the pain of the wound in his siicuider and the fear

of being wurdered at every step.  He renched the
cabin of Joln Gouyer in an exhausted cond He
was kindly cared for. but when told his fearfal
story they only shogk their beads and losked sad.

They thought him iusane.

No one ever found out who biew up the Allagash
dam or who was the assassin of Joe's partner, Me-
Card, but it has been sald that when Joe was ¢
Liis experience at o hotel in Andover, New Brunsw
same thne afferward, 8 man jurmped-from behine
counter and, catehing him by the throat. velled, It
Was rou we ¢d. not tiig other feilow!” The neéxt
day a prominent MR wis 'f\l\-‘hn, froge Andover, aud
It was supposed that he was one of the men who had
been employed by the New. Brunswick luwberitea to
blow up the dam on the Allagash.

him awiy. The dog had fallen #flent. Watching over
bis shoulder the scout saw rhat he must be overtakes,
The great black liedd Tu which the eyes tlazed with a
baleful reflection of the mwooulight, came on rapidy. ta
exorabl!y as the ravening beast drove Along with pow-
erful strokes. Each rime he looked the distauce he
tween bim und the anfwal was léss, and try as be
might he could not Increase it.

There came a respite when the cloudl swept over the
Howell redoubicd his efforts to neross

ping that under cover of darkness the
the current. But whea

moon, cut

stream,

m down

ght hroke gaiu the Lead -vas scarcely ten

feet behind him and the Confaderates, burrylng aloug
the shore, ralsed a ery of triumpb,

Howell drew his revolver and. half turning where

he crouched, took quick alm and fired. 7The bham-

mer of the weap fell dead. Rapidiy be pulied agaln

and again, aud ea time the

ot}

revo nissed fire. In
g from the soaked

to the

e bad

s and oD a 1bers were use-
esn
i ¢ white
fangs s il
i H
.t ’ gine it dow vith ail bis stres
a 1 eapon - el to
» < d vis left with no means of
dofen 31 '
Drawing the keet \le ym s right Sent tee. Be
walted \ ) weh
he s i e t the honnd
| . s 4 t witt TR
ful stroke 1 ge eil's move-
v £ 4 - the zun
w i E anoe and
the = 1 fes t face as It
broug & jJaws toget snap
Whater was g o over side.  The dog
strove frant y w f nd reach Howell
The = his  balance,
sprawled « for the

bringiug

bis welght to bear upon it and foree It down

The canoe righted part'v and the hound was tilted
buickward. At the same instant Howell swas abls to
brace himself briedy and thrust with his kulfe ence
wore

The dog. every muscle <ty

the effort to over-

come Lie check and Lurl Itse!f over the odge, gave
bim a fleeting cl G The ws stapped at
him once more, but he fe

the skiin

of the throat over the tense col
wotlon be slipped ths knife througl rhe flech,

A spasmodic leap that ail but capslzed the watep
logged craft, a bot gush of red. sod the aitoal toll
away. lis buteful eyes giariug upon Huwell to e
last. ¥ :

The Confederates, who hod witnessed
gle with sarisfaction. shouted w

feat

With: a «awiug

the xtrig.
aughr 4t the de-
emissary aond resuiped thelr stooting

the broken

of theilr

But the cance was now beyoud r

v angd
cheracter of the shore made furtber pur:
Howe
from

Uir nselesd,
self refleved of hwwmediate Us

found hit

coemles, hut In 8 very precarious posifion,
The canoe was slmost full He Lad po weass -of
gulding It. And be had lost his Lat, with whick Be
might bave bailed.

Uslug his fiunds as a s0.." te set abent lowerlng
the craft. It was weary, discouragiog
work, but a'ong roward dawn e had =0 far progre<-ed
t he was po longer fu danger of Swalpiag
while be had
Lthe

the water ‘o

Mein-
been doating with the curren’, qaife xt
aoticed 1

mervy Af lts vagarfes, and he

Lhe

*anoe was Lelug Lorue ever nearer and nearel to the
side on which the Coufederate army was en amped

Several t! he saw the glow af s Amp tires

and keard the (ool Boi H <éeied

not unlikely cimiessly nut!! some

hostlle o S 1nd coplured . He triid

paddling w
begau o
inshore tha

sands. and af la<t just as the sky

e was abl [
sunded op a jultiog

e enemy’s territory

the cagoe so fac
ar.

He was now where e nrusg

make shift to spead the day His first care was 1o
roil and empty the cance. bis nexr to fod a place
along the water's edge where he migir hide 1t. Cow-
a.spot where the bushes averhuug rhe s n,
shoved the dugout inside the aatural barrier,

moored it as-best he could and streiched bimselr at
fuil length upon the Lcttom

For fo »n hours Howe t position. He
dared not scarcely to breathe. The sun rose to

¥ bugles. and preseutly
fold bim that be Lad

the sthr of
nken up
u Coufeds
£ waited
breakfast. ‘dinuer

an
}

quarters withig

1 stone’s throw of the w
1¢ pleasant scent of e
hat

erate positic
to him. He fed on
and supper
All day long

aloug the
bathing on
aml
uld swim a

scent for

" uniform weré stroliiug
up of them went
He could hear every word rhey
lest soms more venturesoime
ast the bushes where he ldy con-
led In the afteruoou a younz private found an
hanging rock not teu paces from bim whereon he
lnstalled himself with rod and ime. Howell wax a
silent pariner ln that Sshing vetitupe, and rhe fisher-
man himself never wished half so earnestly for good
luck as did Howell, that the min might speedily he-
take himself off. Later horses were led down to the
brink, and there was sncibher danger of discovery from
the cavalrymen.

It was with thankful heart that the famished seous
saw the day waning He waited unifl darkness had
fallen and then cautiously lifted his cramped luins
and struggled asbore. He cut down a sapling with bis
knife and fashioned Wmself a pole wherewith he
might prope! the dugout. Neot uarll milduight, how-
ever, was he ready to leave his hiding pides. He
walted untll all the camp nolsés had died dowhn and
the moon was agiin hizh before thrusting out late
the stream and resuming his journey.

Returning to the Union Lines.
Fatigued. half siarved. the scout poled ‘his way
through tke night. He was ronoing 2 coutinngl risk
from plekets avd sentries apd dared pot take the sid
dle of tbe stream. Huggiug the bank he slipped
slowly fiom s<badow to shadow. So carefully did He

nego’ the passage that be was nol ouce whal
lenge hough he was several tmes within sibt
and L. Lz distance of outposts,

At the |

king of the secoud dawn he whs safe,
Standiug up iy bis frail canoe be-saw the ftor-rays
of the rising sun streaking the wisis of the morniug
with goiden bars, while abead. over the vista. of river
and slope and haze, they caught and gloriged a dis-
tant fag—the Stérs and Stripes.. He kuew then that
he had come to Fort Abram Zabriskie.

Geners! Butler found that the reports Mit by
Howell werv invaluable, The knowledge of the Con-
federate position gained through the dangerons trip
aided bhim waterially in placniag asd prrsulng his
campaigt. g

To show the scout how well satisfied tie was, with
his efforts Geuéral Butler gave Howell £500 .4n0d .«

furlough. The scout returned to his .
1o take a nmmmhm“ﬁmwa
warked e ciosing waz. e

sGeaes of the




