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25th SESSION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The Economie and Social Council, one of the principal organs of the United Nations, 
will convene its 25th (spring) session at the Headquarters of the United Nations in New 
York on April 16 for a three-week period. The Council is responsible, under the authority 
of the General Assembly, for the economic and social activities of the United Nations. It is 
required by the terms of Article 62 of the Charter to make or initiate studies, reports and 
recommendations on international economic, social, cultural, educational, health and 
related matters and to promote respect for and observance of human rights and fundamen­
tal freedoms for all. Canada's third term on the Council will expire at the end of 1958.

The candidature of Dr. George Davidson, Deputy Minister of Welfare, for the office of 
President of the Council for 1958, has been made known to the eighteen members of the 
Council and assurances of support have been received from fifteen members. Since there is 
at present no other candidate for the office, it appears probable that Dr. Davidson will be 
elected to the Presidency by acclamation.

In planning its work, the Council’s practice is to consider the rather more routine items, 
less likely to give rise to serious differences of opinion, at its spring sessions and to reserve 
the more important questions and the coordination and overall supervision of its pro­
gramme for its summer session.

The agenda for the spring session of the Council accordingly is not a heavy one and 
contains no matters which are likely to call for major policy decisions by the Government. 
On the economic side, the Council will consider the reports of the International Monetary 
Fund, of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and reports prepared 
by the Secretariat of the United Nations on aspects of the Economic Development of 
Under-developed Countries, including organizational machinery in the field of industriali­
zation and problems of water resources development. On the social side, the Council will 
consider the work of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), a programme to 
which Canada makes major contributions and supports strongly.

The Council will fulfill its annual task of renewing the membership of certain func­
tional commissions and the Executive Board of UNICEF. It will also elect the membership 
of a new body, the Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, which is to replace the present Executive Committee for the 
United Nations Refugee Fund. Canada was a member of the latter body and will seek 
election to the new body.

SUBDIVISION II/SUB-SECTION II

VINGT-CINQUIÈME SESSION, NEW YORK, 16 AVRIL AU 6 MAI 1958 
TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION, NEW YORK, APRIL 16 TO MAY 6, 1958

Note du secrétaire d’État aux Affaires extérieures 
pour le Cabinet

Memorandum from Secretary of State for External Affairs 
to Cabinet
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