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her prescher of rightecusness was to be a girl of her own
age, though very far from her own sphere of 'ife

They were to have a gathering of peighhors a' Cliftrn
on the evening of Ruth's eighterntt birthdey, and the
young guests staying in the house were busy adorning
the rooms with flowers arid wreathe

“If we ouly had some of those lovely water-llies we
saw the other evening!" cried ore of the committee on
decoration. *“Weuldn't they look too sweel here in the
founntain "’ A\

*“Why, that's a good jobfor me,'' sald kuth, ‘'Vou
won’t let me do any work ; I'll just get in the canoe and
go after them "’

It was rather plessant to wet out on the river, away
from the chatter and confusion of the house. The heat
of the sun was tempered by afresh breeze that blew over
the water, .and Ruth enjoyed the Jight dancing of her
boat as she padd'ed hersclf down to theiittle cove, « r in-
let, where in half-stagnant water the great yellow globes
unfolded a whole bed of bright petals

Some on=~ was there before Ruth, but not for the Hiies;
s tall, sun-burnt girl stood on the bark with a fishing-rod
in her hand and » basket beside her. She watched with
pleas-d curiosity the approach of the young lady in the
canoe. /

* JQami afraid I have scared away you fish,” said Ruth
in a pleasant voice.

I spect you have,”’ answered the girl frankly ; ‘' but
it ain’t much matter ; I've had 'mazin’ gocd luck today.
1 have See here I and she held uo by the tail & great
fiat headed creature in a dark. dirty shell.

“ Oh, what is that?"’ cried Ruth, in some disgust.

- Don’t you know "’ asked the other incredulonsdly.
“ Now, I call that queer. I make no doubt you know a
1ot of book stuff, but seems you ain't scquainted with a
river turtle when you see him,” and her tone was by no

ns complimentarv.
m?Whlt nre you going to do with him?" asked Rath,
amused at the girl’s candor,

* Ah! nnw you are on the track,’" said her talkative
acquaintance. '‘ I'm Mrs. Brnk's hired girl, I am, =nd
I have Thursdays, after dinuer, to myself, so today I am
after a basket of fsh for Johnny Coy to take to market
tomorrow, and you bet his eyes will shine when he sees
this here turtle. You don't know Johany Coy's folks,
do you?"’ ;

*i No,” sald Ruth ; ‘' who are they?"

¢ Well, they're monstrous poor folks, Mike Coy, he

t hit on the head by « brick when he was bulidin’ &

ouse, and died right off, and left Mii’ Coy with a power-
ful sight o' children to see to. They've had hard times,
I tell you, but the children are gettin” hig enough to help
some now, and I'm thinking, with a little help from the

ra, thev'll pull throngh.”’
n.f"lh'golll. to heh?t little, too.”’ sald Ruth ; and pull-
ing the canoe up to the water’s edge, she tossed some ail-
ver pleces over on the grass. ‘' Won't you please put
these in the bucket with fohnny's fish '’ she said.

The givl picked up the silver, but not se readily as Ruth
h."! ;‘:x:“d‘y'on think Mra. Coy wouldn't lke to take
this Jittle r from @ stravger ! “uhe suggested.

“1a, V'#)ﬂr body I'* sald Mes Coy's friend ; '‘she
will be glad svongh | {m( I was just thinkin', if 1wass
rich 1ady with silver to carry about in my pocket, 1 conld
help folks a better way than that

Ruth was entirely surprised ; she hed surely expected
Mrs. Bank's hired girl t0 admire Fer ready genercaity

* Why, how wonld you help them ? she asked, some
what riqued,

The plain sunhurnt face glowed with an enthusiesm
that was heautiful to see :

“Maybe I'll have money snoogh to do it some day,’
she sald, esgerly; ' I'm lookin’ for it Why, for one
thing, 14 go to town and buy s whoe plece of nice
cheeked gingham, stroug and essy to weah. ard pretty,
too ; then 1'd get * sewing-ma-hine—one of those tellows
thet g~ Hke lightning—and 1'd make all my stuff up Into
little aprons and shirts ar d dresses ; then Al'd sall em to
busy poor folks for just what the stuff in 'em cost. My,
but it would be a biessin’ to sume of em '—Mis’ Coy for
one "’

‘Why not give them away?
ed.
!u‘?‘:o. nol that would never he t“e same,' sald the
other. "“Y.u've never had ‘hiugs give to you, s, you
don't kmow how no-'count it m;dec(n bave things al-
bein’ giveto 'em. But workdon't conn'; you way
'.:w"lnr ‘emx—or," she added, with a hearty langh, " fi-h
for 'em—and it don't hurt anythiog. I know 'bout
folks; I've been there myself.”

While Ruth listened to these homzly‘, ;eu-lh)e :otd::

longing sur, in her unoccupied youny heart,
.vgryuwtu alﬂ ugot hf"pdlng to do some part of the great
world’s work? And there floated through her memory
those solemn words, *'I was naked snd ye clo bed me
not’’ Her cheeks flushed, her eyes grew bright with

*r purpose.

.nD'o.n"tr ;?n! tha> quartera into the bucket,’” ghe said:
**yon huy the gingham and get some patterns Can you
borrow some litt'e clothes, do you think, to st owus bow
todo it? And you must come up tn my honue—Clmo'n,
you know, up the river—next Thursday afternoon. I'll
have the machine readv, and we'll begin a sewing so-
clety—j st you and T—right awsy. Maybe we can d'z‘)
some more of your plans after a v hile, Will yon come?

Mrs. Bank’s girl readily promised, and Ruth, hastily
gathering an armfal of liliea’ waved a good-bye to her
acquaintence. She turned for a parting glauce as she
ronnded the bend, and saw the tall, strong-looking
fignre, clear-cut against the red evening sky, seeming sl-
most as tall as the line of trees that formed the back-

ssked Ruth, much in

und.

The birthday party was a great success and Rath en.
joyed {ts bright gayety; yet when the lights wereont and
she sought her pillow, it was not to dream of the pleas-
ant speeches of the evening. Her visiona wee »
strarge medley of little gingham pants and petticoats, of
canoes and water-l{lies and fisher girly, fading off finally
into a pleture of the red evening sky, the rows of trees
on the river-bank ard rows of turtles coming up out of
the water, Ruot the Thursday afternoon sewing society
with its membershig of two was n~ dream  Nay, during
the months that followed many & hard.faring, over-
pressed mother fonud it a blessed reality,—Christian Ob-
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Daily Bible Readiogs.

Monday.—~Cbharacteristics of an sccepte? worshiper
in the Old Testament dispensation. Psalm 15 :1 5.

Tueeday —Characteristics of the suljects of the Mes-
sianic reign, Matt 5 : 112,

Wednesday.-—-Who are the happy ?
2; James 1 :12; Rev. 14 :13.

Thureday —Messiah the Comforter.
Luke 4 : 17 21,

Friday. —Contrast between the poor in spirit and the
proud. Luke 18 :9-14.

Saturday —Jonathan the pescemaker. I
193K 7. :

Sunday.—Suffering as a Christian,

O
Prayer Meeting Topic, March 1.
What Christ teaches about Bl d Matt. §5; 1-12,

The initial word of the Sermon on the Mount reveals
the divine thought for ns. ‘' Blessed!" ‘Happv!"
There s no thunder or tempest on this mount, all {scalm
as a summer's day. Sorrow, pain, disappointment may
come in the Father’s discipline, but they are means to an
end, That end is blessedness. It isa strange coincid-
ence that bappiness is also the commedity for which all
men sre seeking. Thus the supreme will of the.Father,
according to the teaching of the mii ister, and the ‘desire
of the entire family of man, according to the testimony
of human experience, all tend toward the same good,
which fs enshrined in the Saviour's word, ** blessed.” @

Since blessedness is the Father's will and the child-
ren’s desire, why do not the entire family of man live in
astete of blise ? In these verses the Master reveals the
answer. To the average man heppiness consists in' pos-
sessing and performing, in having and doing. Accord-
ing to the theory of the ‘‘multitude” who heard the
Sermon on the Mount first hard and the ‘‘multitude’’
who listen to ite echoes today ‘‘dolvg’’ some great thing
or “baving” some great possession, constitutes the sum
total of human blessedness. ‘‘Blessed are the mighty
for they are in heaven; blessed are the rich for theirs is
the kingdom of glory, blessed are the famcus for theirs
are the trumpets of eternity; blessed are the no“le for
the angels are their servants '’ But he who came from
the Father sweeps all thie awsy, The “multitude’ who
first heard these ewpected a Messish who could
stand upon the shore at Joppa and bid the sea pour ount
its treasures at his feet and who will clothe his follow-
ers with soariet and jewels and feed them with a sweeter
manoa than the wilderness had known. . But Christ re-
veals anotber Messiah and another law of happiness, a
happiness neither of acquisition nor possession but a
heppioess of ‘“‘being.” Belog is everything. One's
happiness dependes upon what he is in himself,

“Disciples’’ and “multitudes’ need to. come to him
sgaiv to besr this teaching that bappiness does vot de-
prnd so much upon condition as on character; not so
much upon the treasure we have laid up withont as that
which we have laid up within. We need also to have
him remind us that the bless'nes promised are now in
possession. ‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is
the Kingdom of Heaven.”' “N 'w are we the sons of
God.”' Heaven i* not all reserved f~r the future. When
we see Ocd with pure heart we are there.

*‘As of old
He walks with men apart,
Keeping the promise as foretold
Wiih all the pure in heart e
Freder icton, N B. ] H MacDoNaLs.
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AsClarerce B. Y P. U has ‘ot been heard from
through the B Y, P. U. eolumns for some time, prob-
ably it is well to report. Our Union has long since
passed the experimental stage and has become to the
church slmost as close a relations™ip as the sunshine is
to the plant We are one of the oldest in the P.ovince
having bern organized in Sept. 1894 with 60 active
members and 30 associate. Several changes have taken
place sirce, but our membership remains about the
same. While some have dropped out yet I find tbat on
examining our records that the greater number who
were then associate members are now active, uur

thi 1sai y ings are still maintained and
prove very helpful and interesting, keeping the mem-
bers in constant touch with the work of our misiion-
arles in their respective fields. We feel deeply
the loss of our late Pastor Steeves but are trusting that
the Lord in his wisdom will send us a shepherd in the
near future. Our retiring President, F. W. Jackson,
has proven himself worthy of the office which he held,

Pealm1 :1;32:1,

Isalah 61 :1971;

Samuel

I Peter 3:8-18.

nor do we expect less from the present staff of officers
which are, Miss Hita E'liott President; Verno~ Leon-
ard. Vice-Pres.; Miss Cora B. Elliott, Sec'y.; A.J. Wil
son, Cor.-Sec'y. With the committee having at their
head earnest work-rs, we hope to accomplish much dur.
ing the next six months. A. w1LsoN, Cor.-Sec'y.
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The Sermon on the Mount

Spliritual conditions he.named that bring blessings.
Instavcep of persecution that bas brought blessing.
Ouar examples under parsecuti'n, and our reward

]e:ua at once sets np & new ret of ltnndng,,lnd
claims the first place for a new body of 'principles.
Upon a material, selfish, seculur, competitive age like
ours, the first words of the Sermon on the Mount break
with the force of a judgment. Men count cortain pos-
sesslons the escential and valuable things Jesus wipes
things clean out of the accoun®. He turns attention
away at once from all things to moral qualities.. The
Sermon on the Mount ovens with the fundamental as-
sumption of Jesrus' teaching filling the whole field,
namely, the sipremacy of the spiritual. He speaks of
the inheritance of the earth by the meek, but even there
he doubtless means the moral sovereignty of the world
in comparison with which bonds and stocks and fashion-
able raiment are too pi'iable to be concelved. The true
blessedness in inward, and its secred is outward. Who-
ever finds this will have all things, food, raiment; and
shel'er, added in their place and time.

The whole Sermon on the Mount and all the teaching
of Jeaus becomes more intelligible to us if we hold fast
to this conception of them as designed not to embody
exhaustive legislation, but to suggest great ruling prin-
ciples, There can be no blessedness on earth without
nourishment of the bodv. Yet Jesus does not speak in
these verses on blessedness of nourlshment as he wounld
have had to do if he had been proposing a complete code
of life for human contentment. What he is doing is to
fling out into light great moral principles nnderlying all
else, assuming the common facts and ordinary material
conditions of life. He comes to food later, and he Aeals
with it then in the same snggestive way, sharpening the
spiritnal principle of trust which underlies all .our phys-
ical llving.

Here he deals with the blessed prlnkdple- of true life,
and finde them in humility, seriousness, meekness,
spiritual desire, pity, purity, peaceableness, unswerving

-# obedience to principle, and a fellowship with the tragedy
of life. The pure life in the life that has felt RNself and
known its menning. » Pride and levity and haughtiness
and strife, and an e*sy escape from the res! struggle and
drama of living, shut men out from the true peace and
blessedness of the great life,

Jesus looked right into the heart of life, and knew it
and speke to it. These words of his may not appeal to
easygoing people who live for pleasure, whose yachts and
carriages ard sporte and journeys constitote thelr life,
and who live for the present world alone. Jesus is speak-
ing to the deeprr experience, to thrse who have learned
that life does not consist in things, and who have sought
the segret of the deeper peace ard of the eternal path,

The people to whom Jesus spake were a broken people.
They were not “‘drunk with sight of power."” They
were not in control of the trade of the world, Weslth
and authority and material possersions did not dazzle
them. They were humble, drwntrodden, tolling :people,
who looked daily on the under movement of the life
tragedy We too easily conten' ourselves with sdmiring
these words of Jesns, withort testing our-own lives upon
them. We are rich and proud and strong, snd we
take »]] the esrth we want withont meekpess. The
Sermon on the Mount is today the most admired and
the least practiced document in the world

But when we confiont the seriousness of life, when
judgment strikes down prosperity, and we see that life
a'ter all, is n t in rossessions when we go back of the
scenes to the secrets, then we realize the Lort’s under.
standing of life, and return to bis way to blesseduess.

How many of the Beatitundes have you tested in your
own life? .

The greatest *hinge in /ife after all are comfort, mercy,
and the vision and sonship of God in the kingdom of
heaven.

We are in a sense m~sters of our own destiny. ‘‘Bless-
ed—for.’”’ If we fulfil the first, God will fulfil the se-
cord.— Selected.
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By rooting out our selfish desires, even when they
sppear to touch no one hut ourseives, we are preparing
& chamber of the soul where the Divine Presence may
dweil,
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