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DEATH OF SAUL

GOLDEN TEXT.

The face of the lnrxl is against them

that do evil.—Ps. 34:
EXPLANATORY,

1. Tue Panustives Ixvasion. The great
enemy of Israel on the east, who had
maade trouble for Saul during a large
part of his reign, now made an incursion
farther north than usual. Their object
seems to have been to plunder tbe rich
country ut the ghun of Esdraelon, and
the nej, ills.
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fled from before the

I SavL 1x Drsearn ssexs HiLe vrox
tae Wiron or Expor. Saul from the
slopes of Gilboa could see the armies of
the Philistines, and he was cast down
with discouragement and despair (1) at
the great numbers of the enemy, their
chariots and horses, and warlike equip-
ment. (2) He was himself becomin
old, at least'60 years, and his envy an
passion, and insane n}mlln, had worn him
out beyond most of his age. (3) He,
cotld get no answer to his inquiries from
God. (4) This silence of God awakened
his conscience. He felt guilty. (5) He
knéw that David was with the Philistines,
and imagined that he would of course
ukern with them, and the Lord was
with

Tux Wrron or Expor. Failing in other
ways of learning what to do, Saul -ought
some one “with a familiar spirit,”
give him advice. Saul had fasted all d-y
in his efforts to obtain counsel from God
(28: 20), and now disguising himself he
took the long and dangerous journey by
night to inquire of the witch of Endor.
With the same facts before us there are
two probable interpretations of this in-
terview of Saul.

Firsr, That Samuel really appeared to

| Saul, but contrary to the expectations of

the witch, who was more surprised at his
appearance than was Saul. In that case
this was a real miracle, wrought by God,
not by the witch, and the word was the
word of God.

Skcoxn, That the whole scene was &
deception on the part of the woman.

James Sime, and Milman, argue for
this interpretation, because God, who
refused to answer Saul by prophet or
priest, would not belikely to answer him
through the medium of a witch, “thus
sanctioning and confirming the belief in
necromancy, & oapital crime in the law.”

111, Tue Grrat Derear.  Saul return-
ed the same night, weak from fasting,
excitement, and want of sleep, and the
next morning the battle began, and
lasted all day. 1. And the men of Israel
Philistines. The
Philistines seem to have driven them in
a state of panio up the heights, for it
was upon the “hi‘{h places” that the
corpses of Saul and his sons were found
pext day by the conquerors.

2. Followed hard wpon Saul and upon
his sons : the three sons who were with
him in the battle. Saul had another
son, Ishbosheth, who was not there, and
hence survived him. Slew Jonathan.
Fighting bravely as of yore.

% #E DEati oF Savr. 3. Thebattle
went gore against Saul. He seems to
have bravely maintained his ground for
some time ﬂmg«r. And the archers hit
him : or overtook him (with their arrows).
And he was sore wounded of the archers.
Better, as in Rev. Ver., and he was great-
ly distressed by reason of the archers.
They pressed so close upon him that he
saw no way of esca

4. Then said Saumn{o his armorbearer,
Draw thy sword. Jewish tradition tells
us that the faithful armorbearer was
Doeg, the Edomite, and that the sword
which Saul mk apparently from the
hand of the arfhorbearer, was the sword
with which Doeg had massacred the
priests at Gibeon and at Nob. Lest
these uncircumcised (Philistines)
abuse him: torture him. He must die
anyway, and he would rather die by one
thrust of the sword than by slow tor-
tures at the hands of cruel enemies, and
be mutilated afterwards.  But his armor-
bearer would not ; for he was sore afraid.
It would be worse than death to kill the
man he was appointed to defentl with his
life. He wou“ never have peace again,
and the people would hold him guilty of
the moat dastardly murder. Saul took a
sword, and fell upon it. Planting the hilt
in the ground, he fell upon the point.

5, And . . . his armorbearer . . . fell
likewise upun his sword, and ril'ui vith
him. Beng answerable  for the king's
lifs, he teared punishment; or from a
nobler motive of true fidelity, refused to
survive his master.

6. So Saul died. The young Amalekite,
who brought the news to David, declared
that he mlled him (2 Sam. 1: 6-10), but
evidently ke lied in hopes of reward.
And all his men : his personal staff, and
all of his sons who were in the battle.

9. And they cut off his head : to send as
a trophy and proof of their victory. It
was hung in the temple of Dagon at Ash.
dod (1 Chron. 10: 10). Stripped off Ais
armor, and sent into the land . . . to pub-
lish it in the house of their idnlm Hil
arms were sent around in festive proces-
sions to the Philistine cities, and finall
deposited in the temple of Ashtaroth
in the Canaanitish city of Beth-shan, hard
by the-fatal field.

10. They fastened his body to the wall.
Together with the bodies of his sons.
They were hung on the wallin the “open
place” (2 Sam. 21: 12; E. V. streef) by
the gate, that ail puuen by might jeinin
exulting over the defeat and diagrace of
Israel.

V. A Vauasr Acr o Graterul Rs-
MEMBRANCR. 11, And when the inhabitants
of Jabesh-gilead heard. Jabesh-gilead
was a city of Munassch, east of the Jor-
dan, about ten miles across the Jordan
Valley from Beth-shan.  The inhabi

upder the: ve:
Philistines.
was ten miles distant, and the

eyes of the victorious

80, if our anchor is that Christ who has

ent all wight. The city puned into the heavens, he will draw us,
deed | In due time, whither he hifself has gone.

mnst he done while the soldiers were ) A calm, umdy hope, fixed upon the en:

wsloep. And burnt them there. The
n-uuLted trunks had been exposed for |
some duys to theairand the flesh was no
doubt in a state of putrefaction. The
flesh here only was burned. The bones
were reverently and lovingly preserved.

VI Tus Soxa or rax Bow. e battle
of Gilboa was probably fought on‘the
same day that David gai bis great
vimov-{I over the Amalekites, who rav-

is home at Zikl Three days
after his return home (2 Sam, 1: 2) the
news of the disaster to Saul reached him,
Then  David wrote a noble elégy, called
“The Songof the Bow,” which was taught
to the children of Judah (2 Sam, 1: 18)
not “the use of the bow,"” as in the old
version, but “ The Song of the Bow."”

The elegy is given in 2 Sam. 1: 19-27.
“ How are the mighty fallen,” is a kind
of refrain.

Note the noble and forgiving spiait of
David.

VIL. Lessoxs vrom tEE Lir or SavL
(1) Favorive CircumstaNces aNp Possk
piariks oF mis Yourw. (1) His earlier
life was spent in comparative quiet and
seclusion. (2) Saul as king was required
(see Deut. 17: 18-20) to write out ncopv
of the law, thus becoming thoroughly ac:
quainted with it (3) Saul received the
special influences of the Spirit (1 Sam.
1H0:6). (5) 1.had the opportunity of
becoming a bn'f:;;le, large-hearted, useful

man

(ll) His Pmnn}o\ In the earlier
part of his reign Saul was subjected to
two grcat tests, and failed in both cases,
The first was early in his career, when he
offered the sacrifices himself, instead of
waiting for Samuel (1 Sam. 13: I-14).
The second was a few years afterwards,
when he disobe; edGod'sd:roetoommmd
(1 Sam; 15: 1 Saul had long, and
fair, and npe-ted trinls, and rejected
God in each of them.

(IIY) Workixe out mis Desriny, When
Saul forsook God, then God necessarily
forsook him, and an evil-spirit took the

lace in his heart of the Spirit' of God.
mgm his time in hunting David, in-
f overcoming his enemies. He

spent his force in envy and passion, in-
stead of in managing his kingdom. “He
ate of the fruit of his own way, and was
filled with his own devices " (Prov. 1: 31).

(IV) Tae Source or mis FAILURE was
his rejection of God as his Kin,
Guide. It was the want of ol-e(fmnoe
and faith,

(\? A Contrasr. David was far from
faultiess. He was guilty of not a few
breaches of morality. Except his rejec-
tion of God, no worse sins are recorded
of Saul than of David. What then was
the difference? It was that David's
Aeart was right. Saul's Aeart was wrong.
The whole tides of Saul's life flowed in
the wrong direction, with eddies flowing
right ; while David's whole life flowed in
the right direction, with occasional eddies
in the wrong.

swcﬂenln‘ Bitter Things.

When God's »mple had just entered
upon their wnk]orneu journeyings they
came upon a very Inviting fountain
Rushing eagerly to it in their burning
thirst tﬁn\ were provoked to find that
the water was too bitter for either man
or beast. So the disappointing spging
was named “Marah,” or the water of
bitterness. The songs of gratitude for
deliverance from Pharoah give place to
the murmuring growl, “ Now what shall
we drink?” This scene is often re-
peated in the experiences of God's peo
ple. Right in the midst of joys and suo-
cesses and of high hopes, we sometimes
come suddenly upon a Marah of the
most distasteful disappointment. We
had set our hearts upon some favortie
plan or project. - Perhaps, for example,
we had made our arrrangements for a
pleasant tour ; but the day for our de-
parture found us on & bed of sickness,
and the hardest dose to swallow was the
disappointment. But presently we be-
gan to discover that the best place for
us to be was at home, and even in that
sick room. It laid right on our road to
Canaan, and our heavenward Guide had
led us there, We talked with our own
hearts in that sick room, we thought | ¢
over our past lives, we tasted anew the
comforts of prayer and the promises,
we found out how much our friends
loved us and how much God loved us.

as God opened the eyes of Moses to
see a certain tree whose branches sweet
ened the fountain of Marah, he also
opened our eyes to certain truths which
sweetened the bitter cup which he had
given us. By the time that the unwel-
come sickness was over we were ready
to confess that it bad been better for us
to be shut up with Jesus awhile than to
take the voyage to Europe or the
gourney to California. God was wiser
than we; as Jeame Deans said: “ He
kens better what is for our good than
we ken oursells."—Rev. T. L. Cuyler,
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“ Purgatory Bullets.”

An excited Irishman lately rushed
into a Boston drugstore,having a “broken-
up " appearance generally. ‘“Be jab
bers,” he yelled, “I'm all wrong entoirely.
I want some shtuff to straighten me out.
Some o’ thim ‘ Purgatory Bullets " will
fix me, I'm thinkin'. {mt d'ye tax for
them"? “ What do you mean" ? asked
the clerk. * Purgatory Bullets ! eor, or
somethin’ loike that, they call them,” re.
plied the man. “Shure I'm in pur
gstory nlntdy, m(h houilehe' and lLiver

and h, and the
devil knows what gll " The clerk passed
out a vial of Dr. Pierce's Pleasant Pur-
Flva Pellets,and Pag went off contented.
hese little Pellets cure all derange
ments of liver, stomach and bowels.
Sugar-coated, little larger than mustard
seeds, and pleasant to take. Druggists.

s e
The Anchor of the Soul.

He that has anchored himself to Christ
may be calm in sorrow and triumphant
Wh

remembered the splendid feat of arms
u{ which King Saul at the very bopnnm‘
his reign delivered them from

Ammonites under Nahash, wbo t‘s'o‘d
to spare them only on oo'ndim

loss of their t eyes. “It was singular
how that first of splendid
ism, dome in the early fervor of hi
seoration, bore fruit after so many long

12, Al the valiant men. It
brave and strong men to take th.‘%odh-

trbt-

over winds may
Now he my ride safe there, and however
f be the iron bound rocks &
o‘bk’ eu‘ti off there, if he has cast out
is anchor at the stern he may quietly
wait for the day in'the assurance that no
'nfwuek is ible for him. Your hope
of lll, dignity, patience
will the soul and make it
pxgpnt, in m measure, of its own
steadfastness and securit,

And just as sailors m{hmel send the
anchor ahead that they may have a fixed

of Saul and his sons from off the fwﬁ‘.lpdntwwud-whlehhwnrpthemulves,

throned Christ, our fore-runner, and the
pattern of what we shall be if we trust
hom, will muke vy steadfast and victorious
in all our sorrows, burdens, changes, and
tewptations. Without it life is indeed as
“futile then as frail,” and our only “hope
of answer” to its torturing problems, or of
“redress™ of its manifold painsis “behind
the veil, behind the veil.” Such a hope
knits us to the true stay of our souls, and
is & cord not easily broken. As for men’s
hopes fixed on earth, they are fragile and
filmy as the spider’s webs, which, in these
early autumn mornings, twinkle dewy in
every copse, and are gone by mid-day.—
Rev . Alexander MocLaren, X

-
Who His Own Self Bare Our Sins.
Some time ago a war raged in India

between the English and a native mon-

arch, named Tippoo Sahib, On one occa-
sion several English officers were taken
prisoners, among them one named Baird.

(mne day a native officer brought in fet-

ters to be put on each of the prisoners,

the wounded not excepted. Baird bad
been severely wounded, and was suffer
ing from pain and weakness. A" gra
haired officer said to the native offici

“You do not think of putting chains
upon that wounded young man ? "

“’Ihere are just as many pairs of fet
ters as there are captives,” was the ans-
wer, “and every pair must be worn.”

“Then,” said the officer, “put two
pairs on me. I will wear his as well as
my own.”

@ end of the story is that Baird lived
to regain his freedom, lived to take'that
very city, but the generous friend died
in prison. He wore two pairs of fetters.
But what if he had worn tire fetters for
all in the prison? What if, instead of
being & captive himself, he had been free
and great,and quitted a glorious palace
to live in' their loathsome dungeon, to
wear their chains, to bear their stripes,
to suffer and die in their stead, that
they might go free? Such a thing has
been done. f:or all who receive the grace
of God's Son, the chains are struck off
and the prison is thrown wide open.—
Edward Judson, D. D.

- - <
Does the Earth Really Move?
Science says that it does, but we can
not help wondering sometimes if there
isn't some mistake about it, when we see
how stubbornly certain old fogies cling
to their musty and antiquated ideas, [t
was believed once that consumption was
incupableand ul!hnu‘h it has been clear
Iy demonsatrated that it is not, thousands
of old-time physicians close their eyes
and put their hands to their ears and re-
fuse to abandon the theory. But for all
that the world moves on, and Dr
Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery con
tinues to rescus sufferers from consump-
tives' graves. It is & sure oure for this
dreaded disease, if taken in time. All
scrofulous diseases—and consumption is
included in the Lst—yield to it
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