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this, and some less, according to fhë érftéï- 
tainment given. Drinking to excess is hard
ly ever known ; and though our servants of
ten vvént to dances, I never knew any of 
them return in the slightest degree intoxi
cated. X. was the only servant 1 ever saw 
who habitually drank to excess. B. I have 
seen twice a little tipsy, hut not so as to in
capacitate him for his work—he had just 
enough to make him unusually impudent ; 
however, he v/as at all times very forward ; 
and, indeed, negro men are most disagreea
bly so. I recollect obtaining / the following 
information from him as to/ one of these 
dances. “ How many had you at the 
dance?” “ More than two hundred.” “What 
did they dance?” “ Quadrilles and waltzes.” y 
“ Did you not dance the English country- 
dance ?” “ No, they no fashion now-day.”
“ Had you any refreshment during dancing ?”
“ Yes.” “ What had you ? 
coffee, and wine of different kinds, sangaree, 
lemonade, and porter.” He also informed y 
me they had an excellent supper. Such en
tertainments are quite common, and negroes 
enjoy themselves very much at such times. 
Indeed, they will dance at any hour of the 
day. I recollect when our estates’ people 
finished crop, a great band, in gay clothes, 
came to town to see us, preceded by the es
tates’ fiddler, whose hat was trimmed up 
with ribbons ; they had paid for getting these 
decorations themselves, because they said 
“ they wished to surprise me, cause they 
knowed I had never seen the like afore.” 
The house servants went all into the largest 
negro, house, and began to dance although 
this was just the hottest time of the day ; 
they danced with the greatest agility, not 
appearing at all inconvenienced by the heat. 
Their dresses were really ludicrous,—one 
woman had her own Christian name and her 
master’s surname marked in large letters in 
front of her dress ; and she told me she paid 
half a dollar for getting it done. Having 
got wherewithal to make merry on, they 
left us in about an hour, as jovial a party as 
could be.—Airs. Carmichael's 1 Test Indies.

to all the states, in some of which there is a 
public fund for bearing a certain proportion 
of the expenses. But every where in New 
England, except in Connecticut, they are 
supported by a tax on the property of all.— 
It is therefore an arrangement eminently be
neficial to the poorer classes of the communi
ty. In most towns, one-fifth of the inhabi
tants pay at least one-half of the tax, and in
stead of sending one-half of the scholars, do 
not send one-sixth. Of course the school 
tax is substantially a tax on the rich to edu
cate the children of the poor ; and it is thus 
equally beneficial in its operation upon b ,th 
parties. The poor have the promise of the 
law and the constitution that their children 
shall be educated, and thus preserved from 
the greatest temptation to crime : the rich 

assured that they shall live in a'commu
nity where- universal education shall keep 
the foundations of society safe, and afford 
them a greater personal security than the law 
can offer. In this way the system pf free 
schools, as practically carried into operation 
in New England, is to be regarded as a great 
moral police, to preserve a decent, orderly, 
and respectable population ; to teach men, 
from their earliest childhood, their duties 
and their rights ; and, by giving the whole 
mass of the community a sense of character 
and a general intelligence 
stand the value of justice, order, and moral 
worth, and more anxious to maintain them 
than the law itself can be.— View of the 
United States of America.

Patrick’s Letter to his Kinsfolk.—JYew 
York, April, 3, 1833.—Praised be all the 
saints ! Thady, my dear brother, we have 
got here at last. Oh ! of all born places in 
the big world America is the land for the 
poor and desolate man to come to. Barring 
ou Id Ireland, it’s the Paradise of the earth.— 
We’d a pleasant passage enough, save now 
and then, when the sea put on airs, and 
made a big swell of itself. No deaths on 
board, except two pigs, five sheep, and twen
ty-two fowls, which were all kilt to find a 
grave in the stomachs of the cabin passen
gers. Our father b or/ the passage mighty 
well, considhering his gray hairs ; but Lion, 
poor dog ! didn’t seem to like his berth at 
all at all. He suffered much from say-sick
ness, and barked a good dale at nights ; but 
’twas moonlight, and you know he never 
could abide the moon, 
barring Cork, the city of the universal world. 
There’s a street in it, Thady, called the 
Broadway, which runs five miles and a half, 
and then don’t stop : and the beautifuliest 
pigs ever you laid your eyes on, running 
through the streets, w ithout an owner ; and, 
as the serjeant tould Barney, (thrue enough,) 
squealing as if they were saying, “ Come and 
catch me.” It’s full of handsome shops and 
illigant ladies. Oil ! Thady, Thady, if ye 
want to see delicate shapes, coal-black eyes, 
and nate ancles, you must come to New 
York. Bv the powers, the bare sight of 
them has made the ould man quite young 
again. Only think ! he said to me yesterday, 
— twas after dinner,—“ Pat,” says he, “ I 
hear there’s a bushel of fresh widows in this 
town ; and, plaze goodness, Ill be aft her 
giving ye a second mod her, in y lad, before 
long.” * Ha ! ha ! Thady, how odd if we 
should get an American mother, and wee 
twins, too ! We have put up at a boarding
house, in the upper part of the city, (for 
’twas there, the captain said, they let lodg
ings cheapest,) and find ourselves comforta
ble enough. There are more than twenty 
fellow boarders to keep us company, and we 
go on as rigularly and pleasantly together as 
if we were playing a game of lapfrog.— 
They’ve a mighty fine breed of pigs in this 
city, and ’tis as good as a play to see the 
poor, dumb bastes strutting about, as free as 
lords, in the streets. See that ! Last night 
we, that is, father and myself, went to a 
playhouse called the Park ; why they called 
it the “ Park” I did’nt ask, but it’s very 
like a house. The play was called the Mer
chant of Venus, and funny enough, troth ! 
It is all about an ould jew butcher, who 
gives a heap of duck hats, (what queer names 
Thady, those mounseers give to their money, 
and every thing else,) for a pound of man’s 
flesh. The cannibal ! However, ’twas a- 
gainst the law, thank goodness ! as a lady in 
a large black gown told them, and the butch
er, as rigular a built savage as ever I saw, 
barely escaped hanging for making such a 
bargain. During the play, father and I were 
much plazed at an instance of the prodigi
ous spirit of this fine people. All of a sud
den the boys in the pit set up a divel of a 
shout at a dandy in the boxes, who turned 
his back, instead of his face, to the stage.— 
“A Trollop ! a Trollop !” bawled they ; 
which soon brought little mister to the right
about. A mighty nate way that, Thady, my 
boy, of teaching the craturs manners in good 
company.

Negro Entertainments.—It is quite com
mon for negro slaves to give parties, and 
employ some one to write invitations for 
them : but the price of the party is always 
put upon the note. These invitations are 
expressed in the same wav as if one lady 
wrote to another, and I shall here faithfully 
copy one, “ Mr.

’s company to a dance and supper, 
on Tuesday evening, at nine o’clock.—Three 
dollars.” Some parties cost even more than

POETRY. of his opinions. His enthusiasm delighted 
the men under his command ; his fine, sol- 
dier-like appearance, and his confidence, 
warmed their imaginations. There was no
thing too difficult for them when led on by 
him—nothing they would not undertake at 
his bidding. But evervthing has its limits ; 
valour even meets with obstacles which it 
cannot overcome.-—Memoirs of Alarshal 
Ney.

Anecdote of a Sailor.—During the pre
valence of cholera last year, a sailor of decent 
appearance called at Mr. W. J. Lacoste’s 

q boarding-house, and frankly told him he was 
a-drift at thé mercy of the elements, without 
a harbour a-liead, or a shot in the locker, 
and if perchance he should be boarded by 
the cholera, why, he must founder in the 
street, he supposed. Lacoste, who was ne
ver known to be backward in extending re
lief to a fellow-creature in distress, and who 
perceived warrant for the poor fellow’s ho
nesty in his countenance, readily tendered 
him a bed and a seat at his table, until it 
should be better timbs with him, which 
friendly offer Jack accepted with much joy. 
Not readily meeting with a vessel to ship on 
board of, our hero became impatient, and 
after making suitable acknowlegement of 
gratitude to his kind host, and promising to 
quit the score as soon as it was in his power, 
he left his house and embarked for New
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iTHE BETTER LAND.
BY MRS. HEMANS.

■ Vs" 1 hear thee speak of the Better Land,
Thou callest its children a happy band ;
Mother ! Oh where is that radiant shore ?
Shall we not seek it, ..aid weep no more ?
Is it where the flower of the orange blows,
And the fire-flies glance through the myrtle-boughs?”

—“ Not there, not there, my child!”

“ Is it where the feathery palm-trees rise,
And th ■ date grows ripe under sunny skies ?
Or ’midst the green islands of glittering seas,
Where fragrant forests perfume the breeze,
And strange, bright bird.-, on their starry wings 
Bear the rich hues of all glorious things ?”

—Not there, not there, my child !”

Is it far away, in some region old,
Where the rivers wander o’er sands of gold ?
Where the burning rajs of the ruby shine,
And the diamond fights up the secret mine,
And the pearl gleams forth from ihe coral strand ?— 
Is it there, sweet mother, that better land?”

—'• Not there, not there, my child !”

“ Eye hath not seen it, my gentle boy !
Ear hath not heard its deep songs of joy ;
Dreams cannot picture a world so fair—
Sorrow and deal I > may not enter there ;
Time dotu not breathe on its fadeless bloom,
For beyond the clouds, and beyond the tomb.

—It is there, it is there, my child !”
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ork. Twelve months had rolled on, and 
the sailor had entirely escaped from Mr. L’s 
memory, when one day last week, a seaman, 
very neatly clad, and of a prepossessing 
countenance, called at his house, and with
out any preface thus accosted him : “ Here 
are "200 dollars; I wish you to take as much 
of it as you want to pay .yourself for your 
generosity to me, and keep the balance till I 
call for it. I am just off to sea, and if I 
should go to Old Davy, why, you see, I had 
rather you should have it than any body I 
know.”

Messrs. Schberboom’s Life-Boat.—Thurs
day being appointed for exhibiting the expe
riment with the apparatus by which any or
dinary boat or vessel may be converted into 
a life-boat, and for which Messrs. Scheer- 
boom and Co. have obtained a patent, the 
three bridges, of Blavkfriars, Southwark, 
and London, were by two o’clock crowded 
with spectators ; thesbarges and the craft on 
the sides of the river were also filled with
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“ \\ hy, who are you, and what 
claim have ( to your money?” “Oh! then, 
you have forgot the poor sailor you took 
out of the street last year, and treated so 
kinkly—but he has not forgot you.” So say
ing, he forced the money on his benefactor, 
adding, “ I know if I get back I shall find 
the money safe, and if I don’t, why keep it 
and welcome. And here (pulling a lottery 
ticket from his pocket) here, take this, and 
if it draws a prize keep that too. Then giv
ing Mr. L. a cordial shake of the hand, he 
left him and went on board his vessel, which 
in an hour after was under weigh for a fo
reign port. In less than twenty-four hours 
after his departure, Mr. L. called at a lotte
ry-office to inquire the fate of Jack’s ticket, 
when he had the satisfaction to learn that its 
numbers had drawn th^ handsome sum of 
1000 dollars, Jack’s share of the prize-mo
ney being 250 dollars.—Norfolk U. S. 
Herald.

anxious expectants, and the river itself pre
sented one of the most animated spectacles 
we have witnessed for some time ; every boat 
appeared to he put in requisition, and so in
tense was the interest and curiosity of the 
various aquatic parties, that it w as with some 
difficulty sufficient space could be cleared 
amidst the dense mass of cutters and wher
ries for the display of the experiments.— 
Shortly after three o’clock, it being then 
high water, the vessel by which the efficacy 
of the contrivance of the patentees was to be 
established, after haying performed a few 
evolutions,* for the purpose of ascertaining 
the most convenient spot for the exhibition, 
was by the united force of her crew, which 
consisted of eight persons, who were stripped 
of every thing but their trowsers, and fur
nished with “ schaphanders” (a species of 
buoyant jackets), overset in so complete a 
manner, that her masts and sails were cap
sized, and her keel and bottom remained 
above water. The crew, who were floating 
in all directions, lost no time in regaining 
the vessel ; and after seating themselves 
across the keel, to confirm their security, 
again plunged into the water, and succeeded 
in righting the vessel, and getting again on 
board of her. This experiment was repeat
ed six times between the bridges, and was as 
fully successful as the most enthusiastic ad
mirer of the contrivance could desire ; there 

* was no blunder committed in the detail, and 
the performers of the experiments were fully 
competent to the task their employers and 
directors had assigned them. Every thing 
went off well, the satisfaction of the specta
tors, which wajs expressed in loud terms, 
was universal, and we are happv to state 
accident occurred. Of the general utility of 
this invention, which is by means of wooden 
boxes or frames placed beneath the seats and 
along the sides of the vessel on the inside, 
and filled with a substance rendered imper- 

to wet, and three times more buoyant 
than cork, to render it impossible for a ves
sel to sink, from what we have seen, we can 
speak in terms of high encomium; but whe
ther or not it would be sufficiently efficacious 
to preserve, or be applicable to vessels in a 
gale cf wind, or in a heavy sea, from our 
own knowledge of the subject we cannot, of 
course, speak in positive terms, but we see 
no reason to doubt its being a very great 
improvement upon any thing of the kind that 
has as yet been produced, and as we are of 
opinion that, with some very simple additi
ons, it may become the means of preserving 
the lives of a class of persons on whom the 
national welfare is dependent, we recommend 
it to the attention of all persons connected 
with the trade and navigation of the empire. 
—Times.

The difference between prejudices and 
other opinions doth not consist in this, that 
the former are false and the latter true ; but 
in this, that the former are taken upon trust, 
and the latter acquired by reasoning. Tie 
who hath been taught to believe the immor
tality of the soul, may/be as right in his no
tion as he wfco hath reasoned 
that opinion. It will then by no means fol
low, that because this or that notion is a pre
judice, it is therefore false The not distin
guishing between prejudices and errors is a 
p re vailing o v ersigh t.—Berkeley.

Devolution will follow Reform.—Up 
to the present time, discontent "has been, in 
a measure, isolated, and confined to indivi
duals; it has been as devoid of danger as of 
inconvenience. But now a revolutionary 
spirit has infused that discontent into all 
classes, and, at no distant period, we shall 
witness its formidable progress. For a long 
time the word reform had been familiarized 
to the people’s ears. Innovations prepared 
them to desire it as a want which brooked 
no delay, and which was equally felt by those 
who clamoured for it, and those wiiose inte
rests it would affect. This latter class has 
not seen that the sacrifices they would be 
called upon to make, far from putting off the 
evil day, has only rendered more inevitable 
the death-struggle which must now be fought 
between indigence and property. Violence 
will now wrest that which a tardy prudence 
would recommend to withhold. The battle 
will not be long contested, if the weaker • 
party are the first to aid in the overthrow of 
institutions which have hitherto protected 
them.—Great Britain, by Baron D'Haus
sez.
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Influence of tre Moon on Rain.—From 

the comparison of a series of observations, 
continued for twenty-eight years at Munich, 
Stuttgard, and Augsburg, by Professor Schub- 
ler, it appears that the maximum number of 
rainy days takes place between the first quar
ter and the new moon. The number of rainy 
days in the last of these intervals is toHhat 
in the first as 696 to 845, or in round num
bers, as 5 to 6. And this proportion is not 
only true of the twenty years taken together, 
but also of the separate groups of four years, 
which give analogous numbers ; we there
fore conclude that it rains more frequently 
during the increase than during the wane of 
the moon. The results obtained by Schub- 
ler receive support from a series of observa
tions made by Pilgram at Vienna. On 100 
repetitions of the same phase, Pilgram found 
the falls of rain to be as follows : New 
26, mean of the two quarters 25, full 
29; consequently, at Vienna, as well as at 
Augsburgh and Stuttgard, it rains more fre
quently on the day of the full, than on that 
of the new moon. Arago remarks in regard 
to the observations, “ Confining ourselves 
to the principal results, it seems difficult to 
resist the conclusion that the moon exercises 
an influence on our atmosphere ; that in vir
tue of this influence rain falls more frequent
ly towards the second octant, than ^at any 
other epoch of the lunar month ; and, lastly, 
that the chances of rain are fewest between 
the last quarters and the fourth octant.”

American Free Schools.—It is obvious 
that the character of the mass of the people 
will be formed in these schools, because the 
great majority cannot, from their circum
stances, afford to seek higher or better edu
cation than can be obtained in them. These 
schools, therefore, demand the first attention 

free state, and happily for New England, 
received this attention so early, that they 
have always constituted the foundation- of 
what is most peculiar and valuable in the 
character of its inhabitants. One of the ad
vantages of the system is, that the whole po
pulation is made to take a direct personal 
interest in the business of education, and to 
carry it on in the way best suited to supply 
the general wants. The people, in their town- 
meetings, vote the money, by their commit
tees spend the money, and by their children 
get the good of the outlay ; the whole conduct 
of the schools is directly in their hands. 
Another great advantage is, that the schools 
are supported by a tax upon property,—al
though this remark does not apply strictly
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An American remarked, that Mr. Rush’s 
book threw considerable light upon the 
manners of this country. A waggish Eng- 
mau replied, that it was a rush-light.

A public cemcntery is about to be erected 
in the vicinity of Exeter on the New North- 
road.

:- vious
5

}■

1

THE SAILOR’S ADIEU! 
'I’he bark is

now leaving 
Which bears me from thee, 

Thus doomed to lone grieving 
Far o’er the dark sea !

In sighs for my country 
Remembrance will dwell,

But my heart throbs with anguish 
To say, love-farewell !

Tho’ lost in dejection 
Fond memory shall tell 

How dear thine affection,
Mine own love—farewell !

On ocean, when sleeping,
Sweet dreams will prevail ; 

Though torrents are weeping,
Love sighs through the gale ; 

Though tempests assail me,
Proud billows may swell ;

Thy prayers will avail me,
Mine own love—farewell !

With Hope—ne’er depressing,
My safety foretell,

My shield in thy blessing,
Mine own love—farewell!
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Character of Bernadotte, the present 
King of Sweden.—This officer had been re
cently promoted to the rank of General ; he 
combined with the courage that characteriz
ed the army of Sambre-et-Meuse an experi
ence seldom found at that period in the 
French ranks. He had been a soldier from 
the age of fourteen ; had seen service in 
America as well as in Europe ; and had 
evinced on the banks of the Delaware, as he 
then did on the Sambre, that eagle eye, and 
velocity of manoeuvre, which few of his 
colleagues then possessed. He added to the 
ascendancy which the habit of warfare had 
given him many qualities not less precious 
n a .soldier. He was enterprising, intrepid, 

and as ardent in action as iû the expression
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