
were put into, the vessels, were heated on let down ln that manner, with the resuit
the raifroad journey, or by Iying out ln the that during the last season they were trans-
bot sun on the wharfs, and were put Into ported ln far better condition. This lm-
the ships ln such a condition that it was provement was brought about by a simple
practically Impossible for tbem to arrive suggestion of my officers and carried out
ln the English ports ln a good condition. by the stevedores without the slightest
These are facts which have corne out as objection. Other improvements have aisoý
a resuit of the Investigations we have car- been suggested by my officers and adopted
ried on, and they are of the utmost Import- by the shippers. We have succeeded ln ln-
ance to our producers and shîppers ln this ducing them to use a bag of hay or some-
country, and will tend to Improve the facili- thing of the kind laid at the bottom of the
ties for putting our fruit products into the chutes down which the butter boxes are
foreign markets In a good condition. slud, -with the result that, instead of the

There was another equally Important re- boxes striking the bottom with snch forcer
suit from this Investigation. It la a weii as to split or break them, they fali on some-
known fact that a great many of our apples thing sof t and are thus preserved intact.
were bruised and hurt when the barrels These Improvements have been brought
were opened on the other side. Varions about at no expense at ail to the trade, and
explanations were given, but one evident very littie te the company. I will not say
cause was the rough handling of the fruit ainytiiing now regar<1ing the' ventilaltionl of
ln transit, in putting it in to ships and the holds, because 1 hope in the suppie-
taking it ont. One of the chief duties of mentary estimates to ask for a further vote
our officers, both in Montreal and in Eng- for that purpose. I expect to make an
land, bas been to watch the handling of arrangement with the shippers by which
our products ln transferring them from the an enornious improvement wiil be made Ia
railwayýs to the ships on this side, and from the carniage of our cheese and apples in
the ships to the warehouses on the other the ordinary hoids of vessels, outside of the
aide. We found a very depiorable condition cold storage chambers.
of affairs. As a rule our products were
handied very ronghIy. Many of our barreis Mr. ALCORN. 1 understood the hon. gea-
were hurt and the fruit consequentiy waa tleman to say that certain agents were
damaged. Our cheese boxes were damaged appointed for the purpose of inspectIng the
to such an extent that in many cases a apples for shipment. I would like to know
large percentage of them was scarceiy able what was the resuit of the inspection. I
to contain the cheese, and ln some instances wouid aise ask the hon. minister If he ln-
the cheese was burt. This bas aiways been tends to pubiish the Information that he
one of the compiaints against Canadian bas gathered.
cheese in the English market, that It was The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
not properly and niceiy boxed. The same With regard to the hon. gentleman's first
compiaint was made of our butter tubs, question, I may say that whiie I had officers
that they were not properly and strongiy ln the port of Montreai they did not under-
made and covered, My officers ln the course take to make any inspection of the apples
of their Investigations found that this evil or other things that were going forward.
was very giaring and demanded a remedy, Their business was to watch and see what
In many Instances it bas been remedied Icould be done to improve the condition of
freely by the sbip-owners and by the steve- shipment. As a matter of fact, they did
dores when their attention was drawn to examine a good many barreis of appies as
the fact. My offlicers made reasonable ex- they went forward, but they dîd not under-
pianations to them, and as a general rule, take to iaspect them as an inspector 'would
the ship-owners have appiied a remedy, insetfut xetwt h ocrec
without any attempted coercion and with- nfstet fruit, excet ithn thnsconcurrene
out need of subsidizing or paying tbem for o! te ableru in n ayintances the
it; and consequentiy, during this îast erienabe inle a fredl way t et thea

seasn. terebas eena makedimprve-examination of the fruit as It arrived la thement in the handing of ail our fruit pro- trains, and when it was Iying on theducts. I may mention as an Instance that, wharf s. Wîth regard to the other ques-
formerly our cheese boxes used to be, tien may say that a great deai of this,
bundled up into a net and hoisted by a Information was aiready given to the Com-
crane and swung over Into the holda of iteo giutr b rfso oet
the sbips. Perbapa a dozen or flfteen boxes1sn mtew on y Ag golur ad thrtfevsenRoert-l

were put dw Into the etd prmicol nd shortiy be printed and dlstribnted. to mema-
wereletdow ino th hod, nocingbers. I may say that as a good deal of

againat the aides of the hold and againat thîs Information bas been somewhat of a
the beams of the sbip. To remedy this ai

simpe cntrianc wa preare bywhlch, onifdential nature, that is to say, that our
instead of the boxes being let down ln a' agenshv nomdu argr opr
net, the boxes were carefnuliy piled upon a tieuiar shlpinents andl particular shippers,
platform five or six feet square, and were w aentcn&untyfi utfe ipublis-bing that Information in regard to the
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