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German War Offiée Reports Allied Advance
Banks of Meuse in Offensive

on Both

—Paris il Silent.

a.-u Cable to The Toronto World.
London, Dec. 14.—A despatch from

m received tonight says: Fremch

troops took the offensive in the Ver-

 dun region this evening, says tonight's

‘pupplementary war office statement,

on both banks of the Meuse.

mention of an offensive under-

#n by infantry is contaimed in

er today’s or tonight’s French of-

ficial  bulletins. i

. The bulletin issued by the French
wmr office tonight reads: :

i ™Somewhat spirited artillery actions

- took place south of the Somme on

.~ both banks of the Meuse and on the

heights south of Bonhomme, Calm pre-
vailed on the rest of the front.” .
The Frenth war office this afternoon
izsued the following statement on op-
erations along .the French front:
“Last night svas without incident.”
It is said that the German offictal
communication may refer to later
events than the French night bulletin,
and that a big offensive may be proe
ceeding before Verdun. The artillery
activity has been extremely violent in
this region far many days, and it is
belleved that it is in preparation for
an advance. The French official bul-
letina have been extremely laconic
these past few days, it is noted.

GRILSE. REAC

SIX MEN

ES PORT
ARE MISSING

3 :W."_I. Trembee of Toronto Among Lost Dﬁring Terrific
| Storm Which Battered Canadian Torpedo Boat |
. . Grilse Reaches Shelburne, N.S., Under Own Steam.

. - o
"Halifax, ¥Fridey, Dec. 15.—~With six
of her crew drowned, two more injored,
‘wireless dismantled. her boats ecarried
way, and leaking badly from the ter-
ble pounding which she had received
in 48 hours of gales amd high seas off
the Nova Scotia coasts, E. M. C. 8,
ise, the torpedo boat which was re-

e’s“’ mﬂ " e o‘:g

steam, at 3.30 o’clock tonight. :
'!he' following were lost overboard:
Wilkinson, Wellington-oa-"Tyne.
England; H. . Clemens, wireless oper-
‘‘ator, Hamilton, Ont.; W. J. Trembee,
‘chief petty officer, Toronto; G. Ashwin,
leading seamnn, London, Eng.; A. J.
'Harris, ablo geaman, Mayo, Iveland; H.

r.Lm,n
seriously injured about the head; ¥
bou

?\IL sMacAulufe, signalman, Halifax,
The following were injured: C. Mc-
I'ry, sub-lieutenant, Ottawa,
dler, seaman, West Hartlepool,
England, leg broken and badly injured.
In _his réport fo naval headquarters,
Hallfax, Lieut. Wingate said that the
ship woe eigking weater:
that the ‘mess deck was flooded.
further details have bean received.
The first news of the safety of -the
skip to reach this city came over the
telephone t» the Mcriing Chronicle
after the exrival of the Grilse at Shel-
burne, and was communicated to the
naval authorities,

No

| RUSSIAN CAVALRY
- ATTACKS INVADERS

Czar's Troops Fight Fierce Ac-
tion in Region of Buzeu,
Rumania.

e

Special Cable to The Toronto World.
London, Dec. 14—It - is expected

here that a Russo-Rumanian counter-
“hrust against the Teutonic and allied
forces is about to take place on the
Moldavian plain. The Germans on the
Russo-Rumanian right wing continued
their attacks in the direction of Buzeu,
gnd they were met by Russian cavalry
and Rumanian infantry detachments
, pouthwest of this point. The Cos-
sacks advanced westward against the
enemy and they fought a stubborn
battle.
The Germans report that they have
#ected a crossing of the Jalomitsa
&(ver in eastern Wallachia,

A SLIGHT RELAPSE
iy,
Premier Ordered to Remain in Bed
a Few Days More.

London, Dec! 14—The condition of
Premier David Lloyd George has tak-
en & slight turn for the worase. He

suffered comsiderably from o severe
chill contracted early in the week, 4nd
his physicians have ordered him to re-
main in bed a few days more.

Friends of the premier expressed the
hope that he will be able to appear in
the house of commons next Tuesday,
as planned.

In the commons this afternoon, be-
ing asked by John Redmond as to the
possible length of the recess «fter the
prorogation, Bonar Law replied:

“I have been considering that, but
the premier iz i{ll and the doctors will
not allow me to see him. So that I
am not prepared to answer.”

MISCHA ELMAN HURT.,

New York, Dec. 14—Mischa Elman,
famous violinist, was injured today
when a taxicab in which he was rid-
ing collided with a surface car. His
arms were severely injured,

——

Premier Briand

FOR RENT
G-:&% BU%ING.
w':ma mmen:t“m: reasom-
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1 erman In-
fantry Suffer Dbcimation
‘Under Frenc Fire.

Paris, Dec. 14.—A
on Lassigny, that
nearest to Paris, was
in great force, says La
respondent with the
1t appears to-have
coincide with Von Beth
note, probably with a v
ing the French by a I

The Germans

of the front

Liberte’'s cor-
rench armies.
concerted to
-Hollweg's
to impress-

1 success,
together

centrated. corréspondim
artillery. The attack

by an intense bom]

for hours.
The French were no

|prise and received

waves with a fire fro
inch guns and machin
the: ranks ' terribly.

thrown to the rear o

cu’\l;%;;t the supporting
e " Germans , reach:
trenches over a fron

but an immediate co
abled the French

their three-
guns, tearing

barrier fire
the Germans
gerves,

the French
of 300 yards,

-attack ¢

» Om» WL EW
attae ng"‘ddtumauﬂ:!g?ﬁc' ped.
them were killed afte
sistance.

The Germans renswed the. assaulty
an hour later without (success. The
French heavy artillery dispersed . the
reserves as they came up. /

stubbern re-

wiov czone s |TOTAL PRORIBITION

T0 RULE IN FRANCE

ill Suppress
Consumption of Alcohol
During War.

NOT WINES OR BEER

Matter is Grave Question in
Regard to National
Defence.

Paris, Dsec. 14.—Total prohibition

thruout France of the comsumption of
such alcoholic beverages as whiskey,
brandies and lqueurs has been decided
on by the government. This is shown
by the cext in the Journal Officie! to-
day of Premier
yesterday
deputies on the subject,
said:

Briand’s declaration
the chamber of
The premier

before

“The government will ask yeu tc

m “
Most of

" 5 i} |give it the faculty of solving by de-

USUAL BIG.GUN DUEL

Austrian  Shefls Cause “Fire in
Gorizia=—Weather Bad in
Trentino.

Rome, Dec. 14, via London-—The

following communication was issued
today:

lery to duels im the Pasadefio aren and
on the Asfago plateaw. ?'

“On the Julian front there has been
the usual artillery aectivity - in the
Plava sector, east pf Vertolb'zza, and
the Carso u. Some shells fell in
Gorizia and a fire brrke -out there,
which wag soon extimbhgg.”

Two Face Trial for Mutder

s s
Canadian Associated Cable. -
London, Dec. Mr,-wwo Tien were |

cominitted for | trial on a chas of
murder concerning the death of Alfred
Williams, aged 26, of the 20th ttal.
ion, forme-ly of Ontaric street, To-
ronto. Wiljlams arrived at on
from the front with five comrades.
Each drew thirty pounds pay. After
an altercation with civilians Willianis
¢xpired from a wound in the neck.

McKenna Points Out '
" Difficulty in

Financing

London, Dec. 14.—That ;the extent
to which England is able to. convert
her sterling wealth inte dollars is the
real measure of her abiiity to continue
to meet the war's demand was the gist

house of commons tonight by Reginald
McKenna, the former chancellor of the
exchequer, supp«ﬁmg and suplement-
ing Mr, Bonar Law's presentation of
Great Britain’s financial position,

Mr. McKenna opened by congra-
tulating Mr. Bonar Law on his specch,
thus showing the entente cordiale be-
tween the old and the new govern-
ments, and then éontinued: ‘

Must Pay in Dollars.

“We. are bound to supply munitions
to the full extent of our capacity, and
we are bound likewise to meet all the
demands of our allies so far as we are

those demands is enormous, but there
is one restriction, namely, that it will
not be easy to convert sterling wealth
into dollars wealth. We must pay in
dollars for what we buy now all over
the world, and that iy the ltmit of our
power to help the allies.”

Touching on the large increase in
the expenditure during the past two
months, Mr. McKenna said:

“Mr. Bonar Law mentioned that our
average dally expenditure for the past
63 days reached £5700.000, bu¢ in
that period there were brought into
the account large sums expendad in
the United States which ought to bave
been brought into the charges of an
earlier perfod. I believe that the true
daily expenditure is now about £5.500,-
000; therefore we may hope that the
estimate of £1,960,000.000 for the tiscal

PROCEEDS ON CARSO '

“On the Trentino front bad wenther !
has limited the activity of the artil- L

| the peace movement.

By cable this mioming and was fol-

. §neither contained any change in mean-

W‘l belligerents.

of a brief but pointed. speech in the |

able. The extent of our abllity to meet{Fresh Domestic Loans to Be

S AT
THERLIgHT
PROPOSALS

Central Powers' » Peace Offer
Not to Be Rejected
Offhand.

NOTES AT WASHINGTON

Wilson Thinks Way for Me-
diation May Possibly Be
Opened Up.

Weshington, Dec. 14.—Arrivai of both
the Ganna.nro.ndr_ Austrian peace notes
and broad ‘intimations at the entente
ally embassies . the proposals of
the central powlrs would not be flatly
rejected without examination, were the
outstending developments here today i

4 Germany’s note, substantially the
#amg s the published texts, arrived

lowed later by Anstria’s note. Secre-

tary ot State Lansing sald it was
identical yith Germany’'s and that

"from the ‘semi-official versions.

It was stated officially that the presi-
dentdad not decided what action if any,
he ‘would ‘take in t{ransmitting the

; Powers’ proposals to the en-

‘ Wilson's Hope.
... When,.with.the an: ’

clined to reject the offer flatly, it ap«
(Continued on Page 10; Column 4),
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White to Confer With Bank-
ers Today on Financial
Situation.

NEW ORDERS COMING

R

Floated, But Not Im-
mediately.

By a Staff Repoiter.

Ottawa, Dec. 14.—Canadian bankers
have been summoned to Ottawa by Bir
Thomas White, minister of finance, for
an exchange of views upon the présent
firancial situation in Great Britain and
Canada. They wil! meet here tomorrow.
Sir Thomas expressed the view today,
that altho therc was no jdea nf an im-
mediate loan, it wds certain that thera
‘would be other dcmestic loans as time
went on. That will be one of the ques-
tions digcussed, but there will be an-
other and more pressing problem placed
befcre the bankers. It will be that of
furnishing further credits in Canada for
Great Britain for the .manufacturers of

FOE’S PEACE PROPOSAL

WILL SOLIDIFY BRITAIN}

Viscount French Says Kaiser Will

Prove Best Recruiting Agent.

Cardiff, 'Wales, Dec, 14.—Field Mar-
shal Viscount French, speaking here

today, said:

“Germany’s so-called peac
will - only serve, like the zepp
to draw .this nation close
The kaiser will thus prove our hest
recruiting agent, and his latest picce
of arrogant insolence will only prompt

us to additional efforts.”

FRANCE WILL ABOLISH
POLITICAL CENSORSHIP

Parliament Will Confer Power on

Government to Rule By
Decree.

e —

while retaining the

millitasy

cepted b

animous

Propaganda Carried op in

ing the

censorship,
y
ly.

e

proposai
glin  raids,
r! together.

diplomatic and
The motion was ac-
the &overnment and passed un-

ssigny Fails Disastrously

Adequaté _Réparaﬁon for Past
and Security for Future
Insisted On.

BIG CREDIT IS PASSED

Additional Million Men of All
“Ranks for Service in
Army.

London, Dec. 14.~~The allies require —
that - there shali be adequate. retribu-
tion for the past and 'adequate security
for the future. That is still the policy
&nd still the determination of _ his
majesty’s government,

This was the declaration of Androew
Bonar Law, repcating the words of
Mr, Asquith three months ago a3 he,
made his deptit today as the leader of
the new goernment in the hounoe of
commons. At was only a brief and PASS-
Ing’ illusién ¥ the German peace pro-
rosal, but the riaging ennouncemaent
that 1t was still the policy and deter-
mination of the government struck the
keynote of the new governmert's .tti-

4.tude and aroused 2. prolonged demon-
{#tration of approval,

|llusory Peace Offered by Ger-|Ehéreats
{German proposals tﬁrm 1t « -f'z’mwmkmmwm :”‘- g a

Peared that the entente allies were in- |'*

Neutral Countries, Particu-

Petrograd, Dec.
posal of the cen
ed by the Russi,
attempt to cou
encourage the

appeari

sympathy.
office made

larly U,

allies.”

S.

14.—The peace pro-
tral powers Is regard-
an Government as “an
rt publie opinion and
people of Germany by
ng to put the responsibility for
ifhe continuation of the war upon the
entente i
' The proposal has becn recelved hy
P officia]l Petrograd without an atom of
An official of the foreign
woday the following state-
ment, which has been issued by the

semi-official Petrograd Naws Agency:

“The new dppeal of our enemics ‘s
not their first attempt to throw upon
the entente powers the r
for the war they let loose.
to obtain the support of the German
peoples, who are tired of thé war, the
Berlin government many times hags
had recourse to fallacious words of
pcace, and has frequently, in order to
animate its troops, offered prospects
of an early peace. It promised peace
when Warsaw* was taken: when Ser-

bia was conquered,

ate profound distrust.
To Sway Neutrals.

“In its further efforts, which are
similarly due to the same interestsd
copsiderations, the German Govern-
ment is obliged to carry this guestion

forgetting that
such promises unfulfilled would cre-

esponsibility
In order

: Unusual Interest.
_The sessions of both the iords und
mmons were attended with unusual
m&m , 48 being the first how of thc
%, tho the abscnce of Premier
; éontinued ilihess ‘l’;f;
i ARe “rent”
eged Westininster for «d-
A .uwwgm bers’ showed
cS - s th -
nmmu;ﬂn" 10, Column §),

0

Soldiers Break Into Joyful De-
monstration on Receiving
Announcement.

| DOUBT SHOWN LATER

Attitude of Ente’ﬁte Powers
Towards Proposal Consid-
ered Uncertain.

German Great Headquarters in the
West, Wednesday, Dec, 18, via*Berlin
to London, Dec. 14.—~The German
peace note wis read at noon on Tues-
day to all the reserves and to tho
troops resting behind the fromt, Its
contents were made known to the sol-
diers at the front or on the way to or
from the trenches thru anpouncements
on improvised bnlletin boardsg,

The effoct of the arinouncements wus
te call forth spontancous shouts of joy,
tempered later by doubt as 1o whether
the entente-would agree to make peace
now, It is generally agreed, howevor,
that the ncte comes exactly ut the
right time and that in case it is re.

crees all questions of interest in re-
' gard to the -national defence which
the laws are too slow to regulate. A
particularly graive questiorc which can
be regulated only in war time, en the
solution of which depends the life ot
the country and its salvation, is the
total suppression of the ccnsumption

outside of Germuny, All the world re.
calls those .attempts, notably its bal-
loone d'esgai, which were sent up in
neutral countries, particularly the
United States.

“Seeing the ipanity of such methods,
which deceived nobody, Germany at~
tempted to create ¢ peace atinosphere,

jected the fighting will continue with
renewed vigor.

RAILWAY BOARD ORDERS
COAL CARS PROVIDED

year will not be exceeded.” munitions and other war suppliés, It
is in the interests of Canadian business
quite apart from the fact that munitions
and mere munitions are required for the
allies, that mi many Wwar orders 28 pos-
sible should be placed in this country.
To do this there must be extensive
credits.

No definite plan will be presented to-

BRITISH RAID TRENCHES
NEAR MONCHY-AU-BOIS

AR SUMMARY

THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED

&

ROM Berlin a report based on a paragraph in the German of-
ficial ‘connnunicgtio'n, was despatched, saying that French
traops' took the offensive in the Verdun region last evening,

advancing on both banks of the Meuse.
communication, a mere bulletin for brevity, however, only says that
a somewhat spirited artillery action took place south of the Somme
on both banks of the Meuse, and on the heights south of Bonhomme.
The German version of the engagement may, therefore, be a delu-

The French night official

premier.
in this connection is
France not to include wines or beer,

of alcohol.”

The premier's remarks were greeted

with loud applause from many of the
benches. Deputy Mayeras interjected
“In the army also?”

“Yes, in the entire country,” said the
The use of thz term alcohol
undersiood in

German Torpedo Boat Lost

Wreckage is Washed Ashore

Artillery Causes German Dump to
Go Up in Smoke About
Pys.

London, Dec. 14—The war office
tonight issued the following communi-
caticn:

Last night enemy . trenches were en-
tered by us in the neighborhood of
Monchy-au-Bois, south of Arras. A
number of casualties were Inflicted on
the enemy.

morrow tc the bankers by Sir Thomas
‘White, but it is expectod that a program
of domestic loans and advances to the
British Governraent will be agreed upon
and that to the plan suggested by the
bankers the finance minister will ad-
here.

BRITISH BURNHOPE
SUNK ON HIGH SEAS

Several Members of Crew Injur-

.

which would allow her to consolidate

her aggressive and imperialistic ten-

dencies, while sowing discord hetween
the allies, by seeking to make public
pour- | -

opinion

parlers were in progress between her
and the entente powers. There were

believe that

separate

(Continued on Page 10, Column 1).

Nation-Wide Prohibition

Important Principlé Laid Down
Will Assist West to Get
Supply.

By a Staff Reporter.

Ottawa, Ont,, Dec. 14.—In an order
of the rallway board issued todny the
new and important principle is laid
down that the rallways responsitlo
for carrying coal to the consumers of
the west must move this commodity
not only over theilr own originat‘ne

In U. S. is Brought Nearer

Washiogton, Dec. 14— Natiorwide
prohibition took a long stride toward
congressional considerition today when
the house judiciary committee unex-
pectedly wvoted to recommend adoption
of the amendment to submit the con-
stitutional amendment forbidding the
manufacture and sale of liquor for hev-
erage purposes in the U. 8. Even the
most enthusiastic champions of the
amendment hed not expected favorable
zetion so soon from the committee
after the last session had voted to
postnone its consideration indefinitely.

‘slon owing to loss of nerve, or it may be based on a French raid,
or again, it may be reporting the beginning of an actual large scale
offensive. French and German activity in the region east of Cham-
pagne has been suggestive of soor coming large operations.

It was announced some time ago 'that the.allies would keep up i
their offensive during the winter. In spite of this many perSons have t,,f“ﬁai,‘iih’“s‘&%‘?ﬁ?ﬁ %ﬂ?bﬁfﬁd for
written and spoken as if winter fighting in France is impossible, for- \gu1: with agricultural vroducts, hes
getting the launching of an offensive at Verdun by the Germans last oo c;lxz‘t)uge?ﬂ by l:;lge'Germans and

. mid-February. On the French front many places have sufficiently
solid terrain” in the cold weather to permit the movement of large Only One Neutral Bars Out

1. armies, not only for siege warfare, but for ordinary manoeuvre .
i battlf:s. Because in this %var winter fighting in the west has hitherto Defensively Armed Vessels'

Dugouts fliled with hig troops were
bombed. A raid was attempted against
our trenches in the neighborhood of
Hulluch, but the enemy failed to en-
tecr them. Prisoners were left in our
hands, London, Dec. 14.—The British ship

The usugl artillery activity contina. |Burnhope, a vessel of 1,941 tons, has
ed today on both sides. Our bombard- ibeen sunk. The crew, of which sev-
ment of an enemy dump in the neigh« |eral members were injured, has heen
borhood of Pys (ncrtheast of Albert) ‘landed. The captlain of the vessel diel
set fire to the material collected there, after reaching shore. :
causing large clouds of smoke. Licyds announces that the British
sleamer Bretwalda, 4,037 tors, hos
been sunk,

DINEEN’'S MEN’S FURS. ’

McCURDY OFF TO ENGLAND.

lines of rallway, but also to points on
other lines. The order declares that
cars must be supplled for delivery to
points on other lines to the full ex-
tent that cars are available, In al
cases where transfer at the junctiom
point results in the line on which the
traffic originates obtaining the long
haul the duty is thrown upon that line
to supply the cars. It is belleved that
the effect of the order, which wupsets
previous judgments given by the YHoard
in the past, will tend to rellsve the
existing coal system in - the west.
which is described in the finding of
the board as “acute.”

ed—Captain Dies After

London, Dec. 14.—Wreckage of a ¥
Landing.

German torpedo boat has been washed
ashore near Gothenburg, says the Ex-
change Telegraph’s Copenhagen corre-
spondent, '

Caps, colWars, gauntlets 2z2nd fur-

- been at a standstill, it is not a guarantee that it will not become an
; The allies were unready in the past 28 months to
wage offensive warfare, and they did not undertatke Somme battles
The Germans also needed the winters in the past to

active factor.

every day. L
make ready for spring campaigns.
ever to pull themselves together.

by the allies actively to continue the campaign in the celd months

They need this winter more than
For these reasons it was decided

(Continued on Page 2, Columns v and &)
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London, Dec. 14.—Lord Robert Cecil,
minister of blockade, in reply to a

one neutral maritime govern-
fensively armed ships into its ports.

impugn the legality of arming mer-

ﬁmmt ships for defence.”

lired and fur coats, with heavy driv- e

irg robes, make up the mainspart of
Dineen’s department of men's furs.

question in the house of commons con- ¥ur-lined coats. 60 inches long, sheill :
cerning armed merchantmen, said that of black beaver cloth, lined with musk-

only
ment ‘“at present refuses to admit de- price from $56 upwards.

lamb or Otier ecollar,!
Heavy storm
proof and cold proof fur coats for

rat, Persian

and even that government does not chauffeurs from $35 upwards. W, &

D. Dineen Company . Limited, 140
Yorge St

ljand to discuss with the authorities

v a Staff Revorter.

Ottawa, Dec. 14—F. B. McCurdy,
M.P, parliacnentary secretary of the
militia depariment, left today for Eng-

there matters of milltary importance,
hut the chief object of the visit to the
Old Country is to get in touch with
condéitions there, He salls from Hali-
fax,

$

W

No Offer of Peace is Made

" To Belgium by the Enemy

London, Dec. 14.—The Belgian legi-
tion in London today putlithes a deni-
al of the story printed in The Morn-
ing Telegraph yesterday of a peace
offer to Belgium by the central pow-

ors,

Horse Meat in Germany
Has Become Real Luxury

14, via London.—Owing
to the steady ndvonce in the price of
hoise-meatf, a. maximum price of 89¢ 1 ¢
pourd for th2 best cuts, liver and sau-
sage, has been fixed by thg autborities,

y

Berlin, Dec.




