
8 SOME ASPECTS ()/ SABlflXlC TUEDUXiY

the imjKjrtancc of miratlis and their rmaning as a

religious faitor in tho^e early time%. Our ehanies of

elearing up such ohncure but im|K)rtant |K)ints woul<l

naturally be much greater if some fresh ilotumeiUs

could be discovered.

As another instance of the damage wrought by the

loss of those older dcu uments, I will allude only here

to the well-known controversy between the school of

Shammai and the school of Hillel regarding the (|ues-

tion whether it had not been better for man nt)t to have

been created. The controversy is >aid to have lasted

for two years and a half. Its final i>sue or verdict was

that, as we have been created, the be^t thing for us to

do is to be watchful over our conduct.' This is all that

tradition (or the compiler) chose to give us about this

lengthy dispute; but we do not hear a single word

as to ihc causes which led to it, or the reasons ad-

vanced by the litigant parties for their various opinions.

Were they metaphysical, or em|>irical, or simply based,

as is so often the case, on dilTerent conceptions * the

passages in the Scripture germane to the dispute?'

We feel the more cause for regret when we recollect

that the members of these schools were the contemjx)-

raries of the AjKjstles; when Jerusalem, as it seems,

was boiling over with theology, and its market-places

' F.rubin, I j h.

* For other controversies i>f a theological nature between the same

cboolt, see Oen. A'., I2 14, Ani Hashamtk, 10^; Chiigigah, 13 a\

P. K. 61 b. Cf. Bacher, Ag. Tan., I u.
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