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utiful respect,

&D(1 under pledge of food government, wa
bow to the royal decision ; we do bo frankly,

openly, unequivocally, and calmly awail the

experiment of the Government remedy. We
•hall exercise our plengure as to our opinion

on the theory itaelf, and as to what we may
say or do respectinor it in future yeare ; but for

the present we yield obedience to the man-

date from the Throne ; and will render the

Governor Generals administration all the

support in our pow(^r."

It is all-important that every man in Cana-

da should not le mistaken as to the decision

of Her Majesty's Government. That was

stated by Lord Stanley, " in every word of

whose statements (Sir Robert Peel said) 1

—

and 1 am sure I speaii their sentiments— and

the rest of the Government entirely concur.

Lord Stanley said that Her Majesty's Govern-

ment concurred in Lord Durham's Report, as

explained and applied in the despatch of Lord

John Russell —Then Lord Stanley expressed

the sentiments (sanctioned by the cheers of

the House) of Her Majesty's Government
thus, in reply to Mr. Roebuck :— " Now the

lion, and learned gentleman had asked him

(Lord Stanley) whether he concurred in the

views which liad been taken by Sir Charles

Bago'. on the subject of Responsible Govern-

ment, whether he would state explicitly to the

House what his own sense of Responsible

government was .' (Hear.) He would doso.

(Hear.) By responsible government, he un-

derstood that the administration of Canada

was to he carried,on by tko heads of depart-

ments enjoying the confidence of the people

and of the Legislature ofCanada ; and respon-

sible to the Legislature of the colony for the

due exercise of the functions of each of their

departments. (Hear.) Nay, more he also

understood by it that the Governor in intro-

ducing and expounding measures for the con-

sideration of the Parliament of Canada, should

be guided by tlie advice of those whom he

laigiit have called to his council. But if the

honourable gentleman asked him whether, by

responsible government, he meant that the

Governor was to be the mere machine or pas-

sive instrument of any set of men or party in

the colony, his answer was, that ho could un-

derstand very well to what it might lead, but

that such a system was not consistent with

constitutional government in a British colo-

ny, under the authority of a British Governor.

(Cheers.) He therefore approved of the con-

duct of Sir Cliarles Metcall'e— (cheers.) -in

not agreeing to the terms which his council

wisiied to impose npon him. Sir Charles

Metcalfe, however, they laid down ine.\press

terms, his adherenca to the resolutions of the

third September, 1841, to which the honour-

able and learned gentleman had adverted

—

that the head of the Executive Government

was responsible to the Imperial authority

alone, but that the management of the local

air.iirs of the eolo^y v-'?re only to be cnrried

on by hini, with the assistance of subordinate

otficers of the government. Sir Charles Met-

calfe had, in the most express and explicit

termi adhered to the principltJ of the rcsolu-

tiona to which he had just adverted, and said,

in doing so, that be considered any othersyi-

tem of government, as impracticable in the

Province of Canada. (Hear, Hear.) He
(Lord Stanley) was not disposed to enter into

the question whether responsible GovernmeiH
was or was not the one most likely to conduce

to good governoient, to conciliate the opi-

nions of the people of Canada, or to enlist in

the public servics men of honesty, character,

integrity and faith ; but the principle had been

conceded both here and in Canada, and to it

Sir Charles Metcalfe had agreed. The reso-

lutions in question said that the Governor

General was to be responsible; but the hon.

and learned gentleman would leave him with-

out responsibility at Home, but an instrument

in the hands of the Executive Council and

responsible to them. The two responsibili-

ties might, by possibility be exercised by mu-
tual forbearance and good sense on tiie part

of Iho hon. and learn, d member (Mr. Roe-

bucli) be adopted, and the Governor could be

nothing more than a mere agent in the hands

of the Executive Council— (hoar, hear)—and

yet, at the same time, responsible at home.

—

This was practically dosurd, for without pow-

er there could be no responsibility."

I submit, therefore, that the Imperial au-

thority has fully sanctioned responsible go-

vernment, as desired by tiie people of Cana-

da ; and that every man and association should

be rejected and avoided that persists in resis-

tance against Her Majesty and her Represen-

tative in Canada.
2—1 would remark, in the next place, that

the people can have no interest in perpetua-

ting strife and contention. Parly edilors and

otTice-seeking partizans may gain by it; but

the people will be as a picked goose or a pil-

laged householder. The value of property is

not increased by agitation ; nor the transac-

tion of comm^'rce advanced by strife; nor the

influx of immigration, or the investment of

capital, promoted by commotion ; nor are the

interests of Religion extended by calumny,

or its spirit dilFused by clamour : nor are the

resources of the country, improved by colli-

sion, nor its laws best administered by confe-

deracy, nor its energies strengthened by di-

vision. In every respect must the people bo

a loser, and tho country a sufferer from strife

and contention.

3.—Nor can the people advance their inte-

rests by ranging themselves under the ban-

ner of parly leaders, and digputing about men.

To contend for principles is patriotic ; but the

Home Government have avowed all tho prin-

ciples ever contended for; and to dispute

about men— 'he only remaining topic of con-

tention— ii factious. The late Rev. Robert

Hall has forcibly remarked that" factions are

founded on men ;" and that in contending for

them, " the people are candidates, for servi-

tude, and ara only debating whose livery they

ahull wecr." The same writti, after noticing

that in tho early tunes of the Roman Govern-

ment, they were disputes relative to the prin-

ciples of the Government between the pntri-

o'atis and plcbians, and nmarks—"in the
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