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no doubt tliat a lar^e portion of i is class of

persons would readily accept of ernplojiiiont

on the Hailroad ; and iirobuhlyaconsidcrablo

quantity of the stock mi(;ht be disposed of in this

way. There is another reason in favor of winter

work that does not usually apply to Kailronds.

On this road there is about one hundred
and sixty thousand cubic yards of rock exca-

vation at an estimated cost of upwards of sixty

thousand pounds. Common l;ii)ourers arc not

eOcientat this kind of work, but the plaister

quarry men are good miners, and in winter

are mostly oat of employment. In the Coun-
ty of Hants is a largo body of men who eiti.er

follow the business of quarrying )>laister at

present, or have been nccustomcl *) it at some
former time. If tl.is rock cutiinjf is confined

to the summer, it muf?t be done at such a price

aa will induce these men to Icr.vc tlicir quar-

ries and farms, or at an expense equally great

by labourers unaccustomed to the wovk.

"Whereas, in winter the jirico would come
nearly to the level of that of other work. That
this work can be done in the dead seasons of

the year, is certain—experiments have been
made in this Province on a small scale, which
prove it. In such reports as I have been able

to procure, respecting the Massachusetts

roads, there is no intimation of the work be-

ing stopped by the winter. Just now, largo

quantities of earth are being rcmiDved into

Boston, for filling up low ground ; and in

Vermont, a colder country than Nova Scotia,

there were a great number of men cmploved
upon Railroads last winter, and I believe triey

are at work this winter—though of this I have
no positive information.

This may servo partly to explain the fact of

the rapid increase of railroads in Massachu-
setts. That State, containing about eight

hundred thousand inhabitants, had from 1830
to 1848, expended in the construction of rail-

roads, about thirty fivo millions of dollars, and
this immense amount of laboui has been paid
for without foreign assistance, and without
neglecting any other interests. But great as

it IS in the aggregate, when spread over 18

years, and divided among the population

it appears a very light burden. Massachusetts
is as poor, if not a poorer territory than Nova
Scotia, but by judicious combination the inha-

bitants have done more than those ofany other

State in the Unoin. That they have derived

great benefits from their railroads, may be in-

ferred from the fact that these works are stea-

dily upon the increase. In 184o the State

Legislature chartered eighteen ; in 1847, six-

teen ; and in 1848, nineteen railroads and
branches, with an aggregate capital of fourteen

millions and a half of dollars, and this in ad-
dition to eight hundred and eighty miles of

railroad already made. When thit, is com-
pared with the tardy rate at wliicl railroads

Bdvanocd ^om 1830 to 1840, it shows not on-

fy an increased confidence in the value ofthem
oat in the ayailable resources of the country.
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