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We have for a Century laft paft. been extreme-

ly puzzled, as to the proper Rule of our Behavi-

our, towards a certain Thing called the Ballance

of Europe ; fometimes rifking all for its Service

has been cfteemed the higheft Point of Heroifm,

at other Times it has been regarded as downright

Knight- Errantry ; and as the oppofite Parties pre-

vailed. Men have been admired and laughed at

by turns, for their Attachment to, or Contempt
of this Principle. Nay at this very Hour, fomc
are wife Men and Fools, Saints and Devils, Pa-

triots and Traytors, in different Companies, mere-

ly as People's Notions vary, about the Importance

ofthis fame Ballance of Power. Of late Years in-

deed our Notions have grown narrower in this,

as in moft other Refpefls, and inftead of the Bal-

lance of Power in Europe^ we have chiefly con-

fined our Cares to the Ballance of Power in Ger"

many. If this has been preferved, all in the O-
pinion of our moft knowing People, went well,

but if ever it tottered, or through our being at fb

great a Diftance, if we but apprehended it to tot-

ter, then were we to run one and all to fet it ftrait,

to Ihift the Weights in the feveral Scales, 'till we
thought it ftood even, and upon this perhaps fbmc
of our Neighbours, who were nearer, thought ita-

wry, and then to tugging went they, which brought

us into the Scrape again. Thus we have gone on,

and thus we are like to go on, tothenofmall
Sorrow of fome, who think we are quite miftaken

in our Notions about this Matter, and that ifwe
do not fpeedily difcover our Miftake, we may
bring ourfelves into fuch a Condition, as may ren-

der all Difcoveries too late.

I know the Rifk a Man runs of being thought

a Tory, a Jacobite, or an Incendiary, for talking

at this Rate \ but I know that a Man muft always

rifk


