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tifications muft be fometimes wkh-hcld ; he

that complies with all lawful defires will cer-

tainly lofe his empire over himfelf, and in

time either fubmit his reafon to his wifh-

cs, and think all his dcfires lawful, or diiu

mifs his reafon as troublefome and intru-

five, and refolve to fnatch what he may hap-

pen to wilh, without enquiry about righ^

and wrong.

No man, wh^fe appetites are his mailers,

can perform the duties of his nature with

ftridhiefs and regularity} he that would be

fuperior to external iivfluences muft firft be-

come fuperior to his own paffions.

When the Roman General, fitting at fup-

per with a plate of turnips before him, was fol-

licited by large promifes to betray his truft, he

alked the meflengcrs whether he that could fup

on turnips was a man likely to fell his coun-

try. Upon him who has reduced his fenfes

to obedience temptation has loft its power,

he is able to attend impartially to virtue,

and execute her commands without hefiu-

tion.
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