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it be, mfiy be one of the aojcncies by which Providence is hasten-

jn<f on the final extinction of bon(la<>;c in tlie Transatlantic World.

A New St. Dominjio, indeed, would never be tolerated in the

midst of An^lo-Saxon li<>;ht and ener<>y ; but tlie Nej^roes of

the States are already a very difterent race of men from those who
sixty years a<::o made a hell of that noble island. Those were

fresh from the African wilds, burninsj wiJi all the fierce lusts of

savage existence, and wrathful under the new thraldom of their white

masters. The others have lonfj; been encircled by many civilising

influences ; their orif/inal hatred to their masters has long passed

away ; the pleasing symj)tom of hundreds redeeming their free-

dom is witnessed every year ; not a few of these freedmen have

distinguished themselves in the humble career thus opened to them,

and probably many more would do so but for the repressive

jealousy of their white brethren.*

True, that improvement is yet in its infancy—true that, standing

side by side with the lordliest type of our race, the inferiority of

the Negro Still seems excessive. But Cimsider the long glory

of the one and the almost inniiemorial degradation of the other.

Cnn the d(!ep debasement of three thousand years be rolled from
off the Nejjro's soul like a mist of die nioininjj? Can half a

century in the green savannahs of America efface the scorching

marks of the sun of Africa—the debasing sterility of its glowing

deserts? The fertile region where now he dwells is not his own

—

its riches, its fruits, its beauty, are not as yet for him ; and can

we, remembering all this, still reject his case as hopeless because

he has not risen nearer to a fellowship with a world which disowns

him. and wlii''h too bitterly thrusts liiin back from its portals ?

Colonel Cunynghaine shrewdly says :

—

' The Airiericatis of the Southern States are very anxious that all

strangers should come to an unfavourahle conclusion respecting the

mental caj)abilities of the black man, invariably statinu: that tiie race

are susee|)tible of no improvement, however much attention is lavished

upon the cultivation of their minds; but that this cannot really be their

* r.i ciilculatint:; the jiiohabilities oi" flie rutuie estiiblisliment. of a great negro
<lon'ini()ii, we must not overlook the myriads of that uiilia|)j)y race in the isl^ds of

the Mexican (iiiif. Tiie decree of llie Provisional Government in 1818, by which all

tlie l)lacks in the Frencii islands were declared fiee. has worked very badly. ' All the

emi<fraiits frotn GiiiKlalonpe and Martinique witi; wlu)m I conversed,' says Marmier,
' foresaw a blooily and tenihOe cata; troplie. Faiiing energetic repression, tliese islands,

like St. Domingo, will be lost to us. But we shall liave the satisfaction, jieriiaps,' he
adds, with misplaced levity, 'of witnessing the foniulation of a new kinirdom of the

blacks, and of manufacturing at Paris the ciown and oceptre of another Faus*i;i I.!' In

the c((uvs<? of ages, should liiere indeed arise a negro dominion in the l\ew VVdrld, it

will probably lie attended by a concentration of llie lilacks from Maryland to Brazil.

A cential position, such as the possession of St. Donii'.go and one or two otln islands

of the Ciulf would atl'ord them, might be best both for themselves and for tln.ir white

bretliren, as at once cuncentrating and isolating them.
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