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their enemies : they cut off the fcalps and carry them ofF to their

huts to hang up as trophies of their valour and victory. The prifon-

crs are otfeied to thole who have loft frit-nds ; and, he is received into

the family or fentenced to death ; if the former, he is confidered as

& father, a fon, or a hulband that is loft, and no other mark of cap-

tivity remains than a prohibition of returning upon pain of death

;

but if the prifoner is refuled, it is no longer in the power of any one

to fave him. The nation is aftembled ; the fcafFold is raifed, and the

prifoner is faftened to a ftake ; he immediately opens his death fong,

and prepares for the enfuing fcene of cruelty with a moft undaunted

courage, while his perfecutors make ready to put it to the iitmoft

proof, by every torment which the miad of man ingenious in mifchief

can invent: the prifoner endures all their tortures with afionifliing

conftancy and refoluiion, not a groan, not a figh, nora diftortion of

countenance efcapcs him ; he pofreff'is his mind entirely, in the midft of

the moft exquifite anguiili, and only feeks relief from his mifery by

infuliing his tormentors, and endeavouring by the moft contemptuous

reproaches to provoke their rage, that they may at once put him to

death in the height of their fury ; this he fometimes effefts j and this

horrid tragedy, at the recital of which hiunan nature is ready to flirink,

is finally clofed.

6. Unreferved Friendfhip, Funeralsy^c] As the feverity of their

temper on thefe dreadful occafions, feems unparalleled in the hiftory

of any other nation, fo the enthudafm of their friendlTiip feems equally

violent. They delight in their family and friends while they are

Jiving, and when they are reojoved by war or natural death, they

regard their remains with friendfliip and affe^ion : the lofs of one of

their people is regarded by the whole town to which he belongs

;

no budnefs however important, is taken in hand ; no rejoicing how-
ever interefting the occafion, is heard, till they have performed their

ceremonies in honour of the dead : thefe are executed with a great

folemnity. The body is waflicd, anointed and painted ; it is follow-

ed by the whole village, with mourning and lamentation to the

grave, and there interred in the moft pompous ornaments of the de-

ceafed. His bow and arrows, together with the things he moft valu-

ed, and provifions for the long journey they fuppofe he has to take,

are placed by him in the grave. After the funeral thofe who are

nearly allied to him, conceal themfeves a coniiderable time in their

huts to indulge their grief. On thefe forrowful occafions their neigh-

bours come to condole with the afHi£ted, and amufe or cheer them
with prefcnts. After fome time, they revifit the grave, they renew
their lamentations, they clothe the remains of the body in new or-

naments, and repeat the folemnities of the firft interment. Every
eight or ten years they celebrate a feftival, which 'they call the

feaft of the dead, or the feaft of fouls ; the day is appointed in the

public council ; the wealth of the nation is exhaufted on the occa-
sion, and a't the ingenuity of the Indians difplayed ; the neighbouring
people are invited to partake of the feaft, and be witnefles of the fo-

lemnity. The bodies of all thofe who have died fince the laft fefti-

val, are now taken out of their graves ; thofe who have been interred

at the greateft diftance, are diligently fought for by their relations j

who, far from being ditcoura^ed by their infupportable ftench^deanfa
them from the worms, and bring them on their fhoulder.*; throngh

tiroiblQe
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