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liriiiuil or aui,nntntt<l or (letemiincd more
particularly tlic i)rivilfj;c.s previously

grunted to this religious eoi-uiiuuity.

Nevei'tlieless, from tlie very tenor and

wordiiij^ of tlieso Apostolie Constitutions,

we learn that in tlie Intsoni of tliis Society,

seareely out of its cradlt^ yet, ruriiins i/crni'^

afd iKiDi'il, niiil. ifdluiisij Inid siii'li iii/ lifi,

which not only distrucitec! its meinliers,

liut led tliem to scf llicmselres n/i <i<iaiust

the, oUu'v I'elUjlinis iii'ilcrs, iii/innst lli<> xt>cn-

l<i,r Hciyi/, flir II uirfrxitii'.-<, tlir riiUi'i/i'M, lliv

/niliLic xr/ioitls, II nil. iijiniiisl till' ii'i'i/ siinr-

I'tfl'iis wliii lidd J'rlroiiii'il ii ml mlm ittiil

llii'in lull) llirlr trrrilnrit's, und that these

strifes and divisions were stirred up: some-

times about the nature and character of

the vows, the season for admitting the

novices to take these vows, the powt;r of

dismissing them, or of conferring on them
holy orders without a title and without

iiaving ma<le solemn vnws,winch iseontiary

to the tlecisions of the Council of Trent and
of Pius v., our predecessor: sometimes,
about the absolute power tlie Cieneial arro-

gated to liimself and (itlier mattera con-

cerning the goveriunent of the Society;
anil sometimes, about riiriims ilm-.l ruinl

fioiiiiK, excmi)tions and privileges, which'
tile bishops and <jther persons in authority
deemed to interfere with tiieir jurisdiction

and legitimate rights. In a wend, there

was harilly nn urriisiiliint nf Ihr musl w/'-

i.iiu.K ludihi'c that was not liroiight U]i

against this Society: niul the peace and
trani|uillity of Christen' lom were tliereby

disturbed for a long period of time.

'I'hcnce arose llnmnunds nf ioiiii>liii,iils

iii/ii. list Ihix ri'lii/imiK riiiiiiiinuili/, which
complaints were laid liefoie I'aiil IV., I'ius

v., and Si.xtus \'., our predce.ssors, upheld
by the authority of some princes. Philip

II., of illustriou.s memory, King of Spain,
laid before Si.xtus V'., our predcoessor, not
oidy the grave and urgent motives whicli
induced him to take this .step, and the
lirirrnttccN of llw Siumisli T iiiin'ifiltorK witli

regard to the excessive jjrivileges of the
Society- of Jesus and its form of govern-
ment

; \A\ia\iiii d'hipidcd jiniidf accepteil by
several mcmliers (jf the order, even liy

tliose most noted for knowledge and piety:
and he .solicited this Pontiff, for tlie afore-
said rea.sons, to apjioiiit an ajwstolic visit

to til is Sjciety.

As the reipicst and the zeal of Philip
.seemed to be based on justice and etpijty,

Si.xtus V. acceded to it,andnoiiiinatedasai)o,s-

tolic visitor a bishop generally known for
lii.s prudence, iiis virtue and liis scholarship.
Besides this, lie designated a congregation
of cardinals wlio were to .settle these afiiiirs

with the utmost care and vigilance. But
a premature dcatli carried off Sixtus V.,

I
and the salutary project which lie iiml de-

i vised vanished n way and was not carried

j
into execution.
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Cregory XrV., of lilessed memory, had
but ascended the Poiitilical throne, when
he gave anew, by ids bull of June 2stii,

1.^91, uni|Ualitied approval to tiie institu-

tion of the society, lie ratified and con-

tirmed all the privileges whicli had been

granted to it by his |)redeces.sors, and in

particular tliat of exciuding and dismissing

the members (»f this Onler witiaait any
judicial form, that is to say witiiout pre-

viously instituting any ini|niry, witiiout

drawing up any act, witiiout olwerving any
jmliciary rule, nor granting any delay,

though e.s.seiitial, but simply on investiga-

tion of tiie correctness of the fact, and (jiily

taking into consideration the offence oi" a

snilicient reason for exjailsion, the per.sons

and
J
the other cinauustances. Moreover,

he enjoined ab.solute silence and in par-

ticular forbade any person, under penalty

of incurring sentence of excommunication
thereby, to dare attack ilircctly or in-

directly tiie institutions, the ccai.stitutions

or tlie decrees of the society, or even to

think of making any change in them.
Nevertlieless, he left to each one tiie right

of proposing and of representing, to him-
self alone and to the Pope his successors,

either directly, w through tiie Legates or

Nuncios of tlie lloiy-See, aiiytiiing tiiat

sliouhl lie added, retrencheil, or altered.

But all these firrciuitiinisrindd nut idlii
if

III!' rlaiaoi'K riiisfd ii'iii.ln^t Ika Socirti/, 'aor

ri'niiivi' llii.' raiiijiliiinlx made about it; on
the contrary, tiiere arose, in almost the
whole world, the sharpest discu.ssions, con-
cerning the doctrines of tins Order, which
ditilriitr.s many claimed to be cvt'nrlii

ii/iliusi'il to (hilindii.r Fii.itk and to Sound
Movidx.

' The Very bosom of the Society of Jesus
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itself was torn to pieces l)y internal and
I'xternal di.s.sen.sions; and, among tlie many
charges bnaight against that Society,

there was the charge of ser/.-i/nif vilth too

ni.uih I'lii/iTncNs itnd o.rldi.ti/, after Ih'

rirlies of this world. Sucli was tlics(jurci!

of these troubles, which, alas ! are but too
well known, and which iiave cau.sed so

much pain and grief to the Apostolic See;
this also, is the reason why many xoirr-

eiijiis liiiic livi'n iiftjHisi'd to the Si)cii'ti/.

Hence, tliis Religious Order, wisiiing to

obtain from Paul V., of blessed memory, a
nev confirmation of their institutions and
of their privileges, was compelled to re-

(piest l>im to ratify and sanction .some de-
crees published in tiie 5th geneial congre-
gation, and inserted wcjrd for word in liis

bull i.ssued Sept. I4tii, lOOl!.

These decrees declare expressly that the


