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which would force liiiii into private life, and (h'clarc him fit for ni>thii)ir

else. Tliis scene recalled a still more memoralil" occasion in Kiif,'lish

history—the last a|t|ioarnnco of the <:rcat Karl of Chatluim in the House
of Lords, when in the heiglil of the American revolution ho protested

witli .something of iiis old lire " ajjainst the dismemberment of this an-

cient and most nohle monarchy."

To-day as we take po,>j»ession of Sir AllanV old historic castle

—

henceforth a storeiiouse of science, arts and history—we should not for-

uet its first trenerous owner. He loved this country and its people riirht

Well, and they repaid that aU'ec-tion l»y their c<m>tjint. staunch support

tlirou^'h all the viei.ssitudes of his political and personal fortunes. Ham-
ilton, in hu; life-time, jrrew fr )m ahuniltle villaij-e—soinelimos addressed

l»y mail a.s " Uurlinfrton. near Am aster"'— lo a fine city—not so large

or prosperous or i>eautiful as it is in these di.v>. hiii still sutficienily im-

portant and handsome to he called forty years ago. •' the and)itious. stir-

ring little city." Ancaster on the 'Moi. .lain''' liad it.« unhitions o"ce,

but now it is only a place of ruins, ivdolent of e cioories. Dundas.'*

u ' ,lf| you believe it, had also tin' audacity •<> he the riv;d of infant

Hamilton: hut though its comniercial >i'|>r> macy has long ago been a

dream, yet the brauty of it> sitiuition a.nd surroundings still i^ntitles it

to be called a paradL^^e—not simply for sportsmen jis in old times, but

for the gratiiication of the eye and the |)leasures of life. Sii- Allan .-aw

all these changes in the city he loved so well, and had iiis share in bring-

ing to it the railway which had much to do with its rapid growth for

years. Though his most ardent admirers and friends ccmld never claim

that he was a great statesman, yet he pos.«essed qualities which endeared

him to his fellow-conntrynien. and made him for many years a great

personal force in i)ublic affairs. He had a manly, ,-ynipatlietie mannei'

which invariably made him friends wherever he went. He had none of

the business or (Honondc traits of the canny Scotch race from which he

sprang. The e.\|>enditure rather than the acquisition, or the saving of

monev. was his dominant characteristic. Tie mav be called a Canadian

Epicurean

—

Corpe diem,—enjoy life day by day. was his motto. To him

we could well apply the words of a poet:

" Let to-morrow take care of to-iiiorrnw.

Leave the things of tlie future to Fate,

What's the use to anticipate sorrow ?

Life's troubles come never too late.

If to hope over much be an error,

"lis one that the wise have prefern^d ;

And how often have hearts been in terror,

Of evils that never occurred."


