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Founders of the Empire.

I.

ALFRED.
THE MODEL OF ENGLISH KINGS.

'7 iln not hnoLU if there has ever been on earth a man

moie worthy of the admiration of posterity than Alfred

the Great." -V'ltairc.

Anvonk wlio i-fiids ihu piu^.'s of Hn,<,dish history

will find iiiuny chiiracters wortliy of his ;i(hnir:Uioii

and rcvor.'iK^e. He will read the story of ureal

kiiiL;s and tjuccns, wise statesmen, hrave warriors

ami honest citizens. The ufreatness of the l^ritish

Kmpire has hem huilt up l>y tlie wisdom, the

eourau'e, and the industry of these men and women,

and every citizen of \}\v Kmpire, worthy of the

name, will always remend>er and h- proud of them.

Hut it is often disapi>ointinu- ti» tind that, in spito

of the ureal (pialities of the'se i»c«»ple, most of

them also possessed the faults eonnnon to man-

kind. Many great kinus au<l i|ueens have been

cruel or unjust, many uri'at statesnuii have been

gn-edv fer wealth or power, and hrave warriors have

often been proud an<l oveibearinu-. The farther

ba< k one reads in KuLdish history the more is thi;-

upvjareiit. In tl le eai aires the world was like a


