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tlu'ir oci-iipations, many ot" llif most u>i-lul

ext'ri;iso> bi'iii>{ only a kind of orK«nizi'il pl^v,

and partly by llu-ir increast'd interi-st in tlu-ir

work.
"We roffard it aUo as a vory si^'nitk-ant

testinionv to the valiu' of manual trainini;,

thai wluMfVpr it has been once iiitrodiiied, it

has, with hardly an exception, been lontinned

and extendeil. There has been praitieally no

disposition to \io baek to the old system,

whieh made primary education a'.most exclus-

ively literary in its character ; and after an

experience exlend'njc over some years, there

is a general consensus oi manairers ot schools,

inspectors, and parents, that the yalue ot

primary education has been jjreatly enhanced

by the ch.in^e.

A BASIS NEEDED FOR TECHNICAL

KDLl ATiON.

3. " Lastly, there is a consideration of a

practical character, which seems to us de-

serving of no little weifjlit. A sironjj ilesire

exisis throughout this country, and it is grow-

ing stronger every day, l\>r the introduction

of a general system of Technical Education.

It is thought that a goi>d system of Technical

Educ.ttion wo\ild contribute largely towards

the development of arts and industries in Ire-

land ; and in this opinion we entirely concur.

But the present system of primary education

is so one-sided in its character thai it leaves

the pupils quite unprepareil for Technical

F^ducation. The clever boys trained in the

NatiiMial Schools, if the\ are ilisposed to seek

for ;i higher education, in.iy pass with advant-

age into Internit-diate Schools of the kind now
geni-ral in Ireland ; but they are not fit to

enter a Technical School, even if they h.td

such ;i school , It iln'ir doors. .Now it seems
10 us the changes wi- revMuuiienil would go
far to remeilv this ilefi'cl. The system ot

.National Kducation, modified as we proposi',

woukl give an all-roiiiul training to the f.icul-

ties of the children, ;unl would thus lay a solid

fouiulation for .anv system ot higlu-r eilucation

— literary, siientitic or techiiic.il which might

.ifterw.irds be found suitable to their l.ilenis

and their t ircumsl.uices.
'

TIIK (.MANGE TO UK t.KADlAL.

" We think that the ihanges recomm.'iul.'il

ought to be iiUrodiiced. lun all ii oiue. but

gradually and tenl.uively. Thi-> should he

tried first in tin' large centres, and afterwaids

extended to more remote districts. It would

bi- iiei-essarv, at the outset, lo engage llu'

services ol experts, trom outside the piesent

-.ijitV ;i>" the \;;!:0!!:;! KJucalioHii! Hoard.

who>.e diit\- it wouKl be lo orvi.oii/e the clas-

ses, .md 10 aid the liMchers with their counsel

and instruction. Hut ue ha\enodi>ubt that

this WiirU, .itler .i lUtK' time, could be taken

up In tin- onlin.o y st.dV of the Hoard, .\gain,

it is obviously impoitant th.it .ill teaclu rs

should be trained in the new subji'Cts ; aiul

the progr.imme ol the training Ciilleges must

be frameil lo this end. •vith as little delay as

possible.'

CONlLlSION.

" In presenting this report to yviur Kxcel-

lencv, we ventuie to I'xpress our conviction

that, if our recommendations b.- .iilopted, the

system of edui atii>n carried out in the primary

schools i>f Irel.tnd can be made, within a few-

years, ver\ thorough and complete. .At pre-

sent, no doubt, It is excellent in some respects ;

but in other respects it seems to us seriously

deficient. Insisting too much, as it does, on

the study of bot>ks, it leaves the fai'ulty of

observatiiin and other impoitant faculties

comp.iralivelv uncultivateil ; and it neglects

almost entirely th.it training i>f the hand and

eye which would be so uselul to the children

ill their after life, and which is now regarded

both in Kngl.uid and on the Continent of

Europe as an elenu-nl of gre.il impiirtance in

primary education.

"The development of Manual and Prac-

tical Insiructii'ii, on the lines we have pointed

out, will remedy these defects, and will not,

we are satisfied, inflict any injury on the liter-

ary education which is now given. It will

quicken the intelligence of the children,

brighten the tone o\' school life, and make
school-work generally more interesting and

attr.ictive. Willi the system of National Edu-

cation modified as we propose, the children

will be t.iught not by means vif books only,

but also bv the more simple and elTeclive

agency of things ; .iiid they will be better

prepared for their work in life, which, \or the

great bulk ol Ihem, must consist m.iinly of

m.iiuial oecu|iatioiis.

"Il is h.-irilly necessary to s.iy that the

changes we have n-commeniled cannot be car-

ried out witlunil aconsidi-rable expenditure til

money. Hut we feel confident that the State,

uhich so largeU maint.iins and controls the

system of Natuii.il Educ.itioii m Irel.uid, will

not hesitate to pnnide the iiecess.irv tunds

lor improv iiig that system within reasonable

limits. The progress of the people in wealth

and material prosperity must largely ilep.-nd

on the I'ducation given in the primary sihools;

and to in.iUe that eilucation thoroiighl\ erti-

cienl ;ind lit lor its purpose is a task, we sub-

mit, wlilili may well be undertaken, in the

Inghesi Interesis iif the Suite, whatever the

iiecessar\ cost Tii.iy be."

I liave quoted freely from that Re-

port. I am t,'reatlv imJehted to it. I

• •
'

• " _ - P r
coiisiviei li pecrlCss >.\c!i aiiio!;^ . .t.-

liamentary Blue Hooks f.-r the thor-

ou^'hnessof its information. It.s state-

ments are clear as sunshine, stronjj

with words of wisdom, and conviiicini;

as truth itself.


