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all dactyls, all trochees, or a mixture of both. But the
fifth foot is always a dactyl, and the sixth a trochee

;

except in very rare instances, where the fifth foot is a
trochee. The following are examples of the various
kmds of hexameter lines :

(«) First four feet dactyls.

This is the
I
f.k^stprim

|
dvil. Th^

| murmuring I pfnes
ind the

| hemlocks. (1. 1.)

(f>) First four feet trochees.

Xdw through
I
rushing

|
chutes a

| mdng green I islands
where

|
plumelike. (1. 7oo.)

(o) First four feet dactyls and trochees mixed.

Slowly,
I
sl6wly

I
sl/.wly the

| d.avs siic
I

ceeded each
I
other. (1.1207.)

Day aft^r
|
diy they

|
gh'ded a

|
down th^ I turbulent

|

river. (1. 753.)
'

(d) Fifth foot a trochee.

Whi'rled them k
|
Idft through the

| a.r at
| dnce from

a
I
hundrM

| hdusetops. (1. 622.)

Longfellow's hexameters were so musical and so sue-
cessful that interest in the metre revived and its value
began to be more widely recognized. Arthur Iln-h
Clough published " The Bothie of Tobcr-na-Vuolich "In
1848. Of this poem he wrote to Emerson : " Will you
convey to Mr. Longfellow that it was a reading of his
' Evangeline

'
aloud, . . . which, coming after a re-

perusal of the Iliad, occasioned this outbreak of hexa-
meters ?

" It is to be supposed that something of the

^^^m


