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soventy.five conts for ninoty.-eight pounds of
the finest flour, with lower grades rangirg feom
sixty five to ninety-fivo cents for the tame
quantity, is o stato of the local flour market,
such as has never been reached before in the
history of tho country. It speake loudly not
merely for tho millors who scll at such prices,
but for roliof to the poor farmers, vwho raise
the wheat, which is milled and placed on the
market at such figurce. Tho profit of the mil.
ler, if ho has any, must be slender at thete,
prices, and tho farmer while they last, muat
soll his wheat below the actual cost of produc-
tion, Itisa bad stateof affairs to acknowledge,
but it is only wisdom to acknowledge the truth,
evon when it has an ugly appearance, so that
all interested may kuow it, and sot their minds
to work to find somo means of bettering tho
situation.

If wo were of a spitetul or jealous turn of
mind in Manitoba, we might try to take com
fort from the fact, that if wheat raising is o
source of loss instead of profit here at present,
it is no better anywhere else, and in many
countries it is much worse. It would be & poov
satisfaction, however, to know that whife wo
ware atarviog along on two.thivds rations, other
parties wero trying to do the same on only
half ratione, We want something more prac.
tical than that, and we beliave a great measure
of relief can bo had by the lighteuing of the
present tariff burdens on our farmers. .

If wheat is abnormally low in price, we
usually have a little compensation in the low
price of bread to the toiling masses in our
cities .nd towns. They at least profit to some
extent out of the farmer'ssufferivg. It seems,
however, as if an iron-clad combine between
tho bakers of this city is at presont robbing
the public of even that little advautage, and a
fow figures from reliablesources may be interest.
ing, and wake up many who never stop to
think upon this question of bread for the
masses.

W e have before us at this moment a circular
of a leading milling firm containing testimon.
ials from well known bakers as to the weight
of brend which tbese different bakers have
produced from one #ack or ninety-eight pounds
of the milling firm’s patent process flour, quot-
ed by this same milliog firm at $1.75 a sack.

Having seen the original letters, we koow that.

every testimonial printed in this circular is
bona fide, and not purt of an advertising fake.
The results reached by these bakers differ to a
small extent, but we take the figures of one
thoronghly reliable baker, who claims to have
made one hundred and thirty-cight pounds of
bread from ninety-eight pounds of this flour,
or the flour to make each pound of bread cost
him a shade over ope cent and a.quarter, or in
a two pound loaf a little over two and a half

centz.
If a two pound Joaf can be made from a little

over 24c worth of flour, and about a quarter
cent’s worth of other ingredients, what a roar-
ing profit our Winnipeg bakers must have at
present, selling their two pound loaves at
eighteen for a dollar, or nearly aix cecuts a
piece. This actually beats the mythical Dutch.
man and his one per cent profit, calculated in
his own atyle, namely, cost one dollar and pro-
fit onc dollar.

It is high time this matter should be put
right. The state of affairs in Manitoba at pre-

sent will admit of no system of oxtortion based
upon the price of bread to tho masses. Woaro
passing now through a time of depression and
trial, through which we will passall right, if
wo only put our shoulders together, and make
the burden s far as possiblo a mutual one.
\We canuot, however, tolerate the price of
bread at least thitty per cent higher than it
can be gold at and a good profit made by the
baker who solls oven at the reduced price.

This is a step not often takon by this jouraal,
namely, to interfere with a trade arrangemcat,
calculated to benefit all within its range.
When, however, the arrangement foists u fraud
upon the struggling plor in the price of
their bread, no journnl cognizant of the facts
can afford to be silont, It is not too lato
yot for hakers to remody this acomaly of
cheap flour and dear bread. Let them lower
the price so that the single two pound loof
can bo bought for five cents, and the pur-
chasor of a dollar’s worth of bread will have
two or three over the twenty loaves. At
these prices bakers can still make money
pretty fast, if they attend to their business.
Another bit of advice wo give, is tr have all
two.pound loaves full weight. They havo not.
oll been 8o of late, a8 we know by a number
of tests. !

We hope the bakers will inaugurate the
above named reforms, before another issuo of
Tur ConMERCIAL appears. If they fail to do
80, thon a movement in the direction of found.
ing a co-operative bakery will be in order, and
in this work THE COMMERCIAL is prepared to
take an active part,

HMAREET PROPHESIES.

There is no field in existence where there is
such a prolific annual crop of prophets and sons
of prophets, as there is in connection with
market prices of grain, especially in a grain.
producieg country. If Manitolis could only
raise crops of grain with the game regularity,
and in the same abundance as it raises market
prophets, then we should have a land of plenty
with a vengeance.

Naturally a country dependent so much upon
good grain prices as Manitoba, will raise almost,
entirely prophets of the bull variety. The
bear prophet is a rara aris here, aud he has to
do his bearish growling in very subdued tones,
or he will soon be rated as a traitor to the
country he lives in, aud a person who would
delight in its rain. Oa this question a mar, to
bo considered patriotic, must talk bullish, and
there are so fow people here who do not wish
prosperity to the country they are in, that all
are naturally bulls,

Even the great horde of small farmers and
the host of people in our towas, who are
thoroughly incompetent to judge of the pros-
pects of the near future, have hy their bullish
desires and opinions based upon their desires,
thoir iuflaence in keepiog up the geoerally
hopeful feeling; and it is well o, for the life of
an agricultural pionesr requires him to have a
la.go share of hope infused into him, even in
times of ordinary prosperity, and in a period of
continued depression in markets, like tho past
two yoars, such hope is about the only barrier
between him and actual despair. The bullish

hopes inspired from such sources are-not likely

to bavo any ovil offect, but whon individuals of
known standing aud reputation for shrewdaess
enter tho prophetio field, thoy should keop it
steadily in viow that their words may influenae
for good or evil, aud mare likely for ovil, the
intereats of hundreds, if not thousands of poor
struggliog farmers, who can badly afford to be
misled by bullish market hopes, In faot, it
would be wall for such peoplo to keep out of
the prophotio field altogether,

A marked in_tance of the bad policy of
prominent fudividuals becoming market pro
phets is to be found in the bullish statemonts
made somo two months ago by President Van
Horno, of tho Caoadian Pacific Rallway Co.
Every porsoa in Capnda must admit tho busi.
uess shrewdness of Mr, VanHorno,and his foro.
cast of oighty cents a bushel for cash whert in
Chicago beforo smow flios uo doubt gaided
many o farmer in this province, and so far has
not guidod them for thoir bast interests, The
little heotic rise in price about the end of
August and beginniog of Septomber made
many believe that tho C. P. R. President was
a true prophet, and an equally true friend of
tho farmors.  Subsequent events havo only
gono tn show that doubtless, with the best
of intentions, ho formed and oxpressed o
bullish opinion, which, like many other
such opinions, has turned out incorrect
and cousequently misleading. That expression
of opinion deterred a million or two of bushels
of wheat being sold by our farmers at from five
to aix conts a bushel more, than can be got for
it at the prasent time. To tho farmers who
held back their grain these words of a prophet
were without profit, and it is to be hoped Mr.
Van Horne will keep out of the prophetic fisld
in future. He has not showa himself such an
unparalelled success in that business, as he has
inrailway management. Other prominent mean,
who tako un interest in the affairs of tiie North-
west, would do well also to keep out of the
prophesy business. In that line none of them
seem to go any nearer success thaun the most
reckless guesser, and they only mislead poor
farmers, who cannot afford to be misled.
Every man to his own busiuness is a good old
maxim, and Mr. Van Horne's is.not prophesy.

Production of Molasgses.

Glenuine molasses, according to an American
paper, continues to gradually lessen as the
yeavs roll on; at least as far as an article of di-
reot consumption.  The most of it pasacs into
the hands of the reboilers, who manipulate it
under various names. In fact, for some time
tho local, as well as the couatry’s trade at
large, has been very measurably becoming
smaller every year. The deterioration in quali.
ty is attributed to the gceater uso of centri-
fugal machinery. These machines separate the
sugar from the cane juico more thoroughly
thon formerly, but reduce the quality and
quautity of molasses considerably. * Recently,
the bounty on sugar has leen a considerable
factor in the reduction of the production fof
molasses, especially in Louisiane, whore during
the past season every effort has beea made to
produce sugar to obtain the bounty on it, thus
greatly reducing the production and the quali-
ty, which at times has been so inferior as to
render it a drag on the market and frequently
unsalable,

London, Evg., has insurance risks covereil
amounting to five thousand millions of doliars.




