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OTTAWA LETTER.

[Regular correspondence CANADA LumBERMIAN.]

O 0decision bas yct b.ýen reached in the malter of sawdust
Illegisiation. It il hoped, however, with the lumbermen

of the Chaudiere and those of the Maritime provinces moving

aggressiveiy in one directiosn, Ihat some amndment will be

mnade 10 the iaw as il now stands to come mbt effect on May
is1. Localiy, the question is a serious one for Ottawa. The
distance between the saw milis and lumber limils bas bren
gradualiy increasing in Ibis district until now serre lunîbermen
are talking of the necesaiîy of placing their milis nearer 10 the
limita and thua reducing maîrrially the colt of log driving, as
well as aaving expense in other ways. If the propoard saw-
dust legisialion shouid be rigidly enforcrd, the measure wiil
go a long way 10 cause lumbermen brr 10 take the strp al-
ready, in a measure, premeditaîrd. An estimale bas bren fur-
niîhrd J. R. Booth, showing that il would colt him $6o,ooo to
have bis milis at the Chaiidirre altered 10 Ihat the sawdust be
destroyed by humnera. The Hawkesbury Lumber Co. say that
if the legisiation is rnforcrd they wili be compelird 10 change
the location of their milis, which would mean an expense
bardiy iras than $300,o0.

THE DUTY ON BOOM STICKS.

A atrong deputation of Michigan lumbermen had an inter-

view on th1e 6îh mast. with members of the Cabinet, includîng
Mr. Mackenzie Bowell, Minister of Trade and Commerce, wbo
occupird the chair, and Messrs. Foater, Ouinîrt, Costigan,
Daiy and Angers. The deputalion consisîrd of S. Eddy, S.
0. Fisher, B. Bouteil, S. G. M. Gales, E. T. Carring.
ton and Temple Enirry, of Bay City, and F. R. PotIer and D.
L. White, jr., of Saginaw. Mr. W. R. White, Q.C., Pem-
broke, brother of Speaker White, actrd as Canadian counsel,
and Mr. T. WVeadock, congreasman from Michigan, as Amen.-
can counsel. Me. J. W. McRae, reprrsenîing the lumbermen
of the Ottawa Valley, inîroduced the delegalion lu the Minis-
trs. 1 nerd hardly go &ver aI irngth the arguments prearntrd

by the depulalion, as Ihese have bren fully covered in varions
ways in your columna. I niay say thal the virw of Ibis ques-

lion taken by the LuMBER1MAN bas bren generally approved

of by the Irade in ibis district. Counsel White argurd thal il

wonld take a big stretcbing of any of the clauses of the tariff 10

show Ibat the boom sticks ougbl 10 br taxrd as " packages "
or as manufaclured timber. Sorne 40% of the boom sticks

were Canadian. They wr usrd as sucb for a lime and aftrr-

wards werr sawn up wiîbthe other logs. Witbout Ibese booms
th1e stram tugs would flot be of any value. In fact they were

part and parcel of tbe lug, juat the samne as a barge for lumber

was, or the tow rope. The United States goverfiment did fol

inmpose any such duîy and ils imposition by Canada mighî lead
10 an interference wiîb free lunîber, which wonld injure the

wbole trade. American Counsel Wradock in bis address cov-
rrd largely the saine ground as Me. White. 'He drrw allen-

lion 10 the facl Ibat the alunîpage durs by Qurbrc wrre ce.

movrd, because il was shown 10 br unfair, and no malter bow

il was viewrd tbe duty on boom sticks was simply another way

of imposing an eport duty on logs. The Minialers lisenrd

attrnlively 10, thr case of the American lumbermen, and whilsî

no decision was thbm givrn by the Cabinet, the deputation re-
tied feeling satiafird with the Irratnienl tbey had recrived and
strong in the belief that Ibere would be no furîber trouble in
connertion wiîh Ibis maîtr. Mr. Foster calird the attrntion

of Congressman Wradock 10 the facl Ihat in Britisb Columbia
exportera of cedar 10 the United States bad t0 face a dnty of

25% under the Wilson Bill as againal 15% under the McKinley
tariff. The Arnerican lumbermen expressrd surprise generally

aI this slatement, saying Ibat il was news 10 thrm and thal il

might be expecîrd Ibat Congress wouid remedy the difficuity.

INISIFFERENT LENGTHS.

Bonil, Orr & Co.'s mili bas closed down for the season, and
the cul bas bren onerof the largest made by this firm.

Contracta for 3,000,000 railway tirs bave bren awarded by
the Canadian Pacifie Railway for the road west of Winniprg.

Mr. Thomas Osborne, who bas bren rngaged rach season
in lowing saw logs, says that the number ni loga passinz down

tbe Ottaw? river 10 points below thr capital bas bren vrry large
Ibis summer.

The railway companirs, wiîb tbr object of incrrasing Ibeir
Irade in the sbipping of lumber, bave reduced their charges to

$1.25 a tbousand fret, wbich is equivaienl 10 a reduction of

25c a thousaiid feel on thr oid rate o r $2-50 on a car Ioad.

About 20 miles of valuabîr virgin forrat, heavily limbeed,
bas bren opened ouI lhrougb the construction of the Loîhbin-

irre and Majentir railway. One mili rmploying 6oo men bias
alrcady bren esîablished in tbe district and others wiii likely
follow. The conleactors engaged in the work of 1the road state
thal in tbe course of constructîng the railway the men cul

5,000,000 logs fromi 12 10 16 fret long, 1,000,0oo sîrepers,

300,000 telegraph poles, 3,000,000 fence posta, 200,000 cords
ot pulp Wood, 2,000,000 cordS of cordwood and 350,000 cords
of hemlock bark.

It is said Ihat the lion. J. K. Ward, of Montreal, is nego-
tiating for the sale Of 500 square miles of timber limits on the
River Rouge, which are convÉnient fur taking out pulp wood.
The sale, il is rxpccted, wiii be arranged within a few days,
the price being $ioo,ooo. The limits were worked years ago
by Hamilton & Bros., of ihis city, and also by the Hawkesbury
Co. The River Rouge is a tributary of the Ottawa, which
enlers into the latter near Grenville. The limits are in the
counties of Ottawa, Argenteuil and Montcalm. The sale is
anoîher indication of the attention that is bcing paid 10 the
spruce industry.

OTTAWA, CAN., Dec. 22, 1894.

BRITISH COLUMBIA LETTER.

(Regular coreepondence CANADA LuMBERMAN.]

T HE labor difficulties that had preventrd the running of
the Royal City Milis for a short period, have bren over-

corne, and the milis are now busîly engaged cutting. They
expecl 10 make one of the làrgest sbipments of the season 10

tbe south shortiy.

The barque India is ioading aI Hastings Milis for Vaiparaiso.

The American brque Colorado is loading at the Hastings
Miii for Sidney.

The Brunette Saw Miii, have bren sending some large ship-
ments 10 the east during the month.

The Moodyville Saw Mili is closed down, owing 10 the
bursting of the engine. Vesseis loading aI tbe Moodyville
Milîs will compiete Ibeir cargo aI the Hastings Miii.

The Brunette Saw Milîs have an order from the interior for
4o carioads of lumber, on which they are now at work. The
lunîber, il ta understood, wiii be used in bridge building, re-
placîng the structures swept away by the floods lasI June. The
heavy sticks will ail be cirar of kçnots and flaws and of the
floral Douglas fir.

NEw WESTMINSTER, B.C., Dec. i5, 1894.

NEW BRUNSWICK LETTER.
[Regular correspondence CANADA LuMBERMANI.

T HE outiook in lumber in the Maritime provinces during
the coming winter may, 10 some extent, be gleanrd by

certain expressions of opinion from local lumbrien. Mr. I.
C. Prescoît, of Albert, N. B., whosc firm employs 100 men
and culs 3,000,000 fret a year, dors flot anticipate tbry wili
cul more Ihan haîf their usual quanlity of lumber, but wouid,
probably, increase their handling of hardwood timber. Mr.
Wm. Chisholm, of Halifax, places the lumber cul of Nova
Scotia about the average cut of former years. Mr. D. J.
McLaughlin, of St. John, will saw his usual quanîiîy of fromr
4,000,000 10 5,oo0,0oo fret. He anticipaîrs an increased
trade in American markets flexl year. Mr. Wright, of Salis.
bury, N. B., shares the samne view. His firm saws 4,000,000
and 5,ooo,ooo a year. F. 0. Talbot, of Aima, N. B., wbo
ruts 5,000,000 a year iisualiy, is flot likeiy to increase his
output next year. E. J. Smith, of Shediar, will take ouI
probably 2,500,000. Voung Bros., of Newviile and River
Hierbert, cul last yrar 8,500,000 fret of lumber and 8,ooo,ooo
laths. They expert 10 do fully as Weil the coming season.
The film has over 100 men in the woods. Messrs. C. F. &
T. R. Ealon cul about 6,000,000 frcet of drais aI Eatonvîlle
this season and they will likeiy cul an equal amount next year.

In response 10 pressure broughî upon the Intercolonial
Railway for more favorable freighî rates, Mr. J. G. Forbes,
secrrîary of the lumber association of the Maritime provinces,
bas recrivrd a letter from J. J. Wallace, general frright agent
aI St. John, in which hie laya : " I have your irîter of I111h
mîst., addressed 10 th1e gerieral manager, wiîh refererc 10 the
rebate on lunîber for export, and asking what is meant by the
twenty per cent. rebate. Formerly a car of lumber was
eatimated 10 wrigh 20,000 lbs., which was equal 10 8,ooo
superficial fret Of soft Wood Or 5,000 s'fperficial of hardwood.
Supposing this was charged aI five (5) cents per ioo, Ibs., il
would be $I0. Wr now propose to load the cars up to Iheir
capacity, or minimum Of 25,000 Ibs., equal to 10,o00 super-
ficial fret of sofl wood, or 6,250 fret of hardwood which aI five
(5) cents per i00 iba., would be equal 10 $12. 50. Making a
rebate of 20 per cent. would reduce the charges 10 $Io, thus
carrying io,ooc, superficial fret of soft Wood aI the former rate
for 8,ooo superficial feet. I might say 6,250 fret of hardwood
is estimatrd 10 wrigh about the lamne as 1o,oo0 superficiai fret
of soft wood.

Il is thoughl that the cul of lumber in King's counîy wil
be larger Ibis winter than last.

A large number of smail miii concerns will operate on their

own account this winter, and will dispose of their Iumber
the spring to St. John buyers.

Lumbei dealers say the cul on the St. Croix this winter W1

be between 25,000,000 and 30,000,000 feet, possibly not nile

than 25,ooo,ooo. Last year il was nearly 50,000,000.
Senator J. B. Snowbali has expressed the opinion that the

lumber cut along the North Shore xviii be larger this W1 iter
than last if the operators are flot bîndeird by the snow as tbel

were iast vear.

The Aberdeen miii, operatcd by McDonaid & Fraser,ba
closed down for the winter. It did not commence CttUIn
until August, and the total of the season's work is ooiy aoi

3,000,000 fret.
ST. JOHN, N. B., Dec. 20., 1894.

MICHIGAN LETTER.

t Regular correspondence CANADA LuM SERSIAN. I

TliE deputation of lumbermen that ieft the Saginaw Veille'
J.the early part of the month to interview the govrfl'e

at Ottawa, have returned home weli satisfied with the outc1 ule
of their visit. Truc they have not brought back in their grhi'
sacks any officiai document showing that boom sticks Will be

free of duty in the future. This is not the way poiiticd$ 5

handie the question, but they have every reason to belicyr, fr011

the manner in which their complaint was received, and tlie

reply, thougb in a measure non-committal, from the Hon. Mr.
Boweil and his associates, that their request wiii be graiited-

Such a resuit is going to be beneficiai, not alone lu the 1 nibler
trades of thc two countries, but wili go a long way t0 reinle

any prejudice that may have existed in this country agaillt the
Canadian goverfiment, and help to make it casier in the future
for the two countries to arrive at improvcd methods of tr2de.

With the business of the year, to ail intents and phlrpos5l -
an end, thc oft-rrcurring question of how far the forests'I

Michigan have become deplrted of markeîabie i
cornes again to the front. And the more the subjrct

studird and iookcd into with care and exactnrss, the strot1ge

bccomes the verdict that Michigan has got to depCfld l'O

Canada for hrr white pine. One piece of evidence in is

direction is the statensent made on gond authority that ai9

an average of the ar.nual cut for ten years past, that Of 1894
wilI show a fialling off of about 35%,.

BITS 0F LIJMBER.

The Saginaw Lumber and Sait Co. bas aold and sliiPpe,

30,000,000 fret Ibis season.
It is thought that there will be an incrrased outpult Of har

wood logs in Saginaw this winter. ruSa
From 800 to Iooo men, il is estinsatrd, have gone f01

inaw Valley 10 Canada and Upper Michigan pineries this

Over î51,ooo,000 fret of lumber bas bren movrd by We

from Bay Cit y, whilst sbipmenta by rail show a very large
crease over any former season.

Cleveland heada qff Tonawanda this season in its receiPts
lumber froni the Saginaw river, the figures staýnding 40,712' 13

fret for the former and 39,83 1,147 fret for the latter. et

The following figures, showing the aggregate lake Sii
from the Saginaw river for a series of yrars, may be of ser'e
to readers, as a malter of reference and comparison:

Lumber. Shingles.
1868 ........... 430,128,000 74,141,105
1869 .......... 474,912,425 86,178,500
1870 ..... ..... 487,489,268 130,448,490
1871 ............ 516,629,474 142,661,500
1872 .......... 492,834,90o 87,204,500
1873 ..... .... 452,768,562 38,521,500
1874 .......... 48,707,652 82,164,500
1875 .......... 445,149,155 117,832,500
1876 ......... 456,227,252 105,743,000
1877 ..... .... 539,886,074 1 62,594,250
1878 .... _.«.....525,282,098 86,699,380
1879 ....... 678,298,8M6 222,602,731
i88o ....... *.... 769,573,00o 168,145,400
1881 ........... 833,050,939 149,8I6,000
1882 ........... 858,344,-o 176,376,500

.83.......778,702,067 164,032,000
1884 ........ *... 734,938,469 153,333,000
1885 ........... 659),575,ooo 129,539,005
1886 ........... 591,013,100 117,494,000
1887 ..... ....... 486,285,000 85,698,000
1888 ...... ..... 451,391,0oo 75,892,000
1889 ....... *....432,130,000 98,977,000
î89o ........... 409,972,000 89,249,000
1891 ...... *.....404,577,000 80,487,000
1892 ........... *347,866,091 50,447,000
1893 ........... '173,154,000 12,900,000
1894 ........... 182,6o0,017 12,011,000

0f a contempiated cul Of 20,000,000 fret of loga tsy.fr
Bros. & Co., Canada wiii suppiy 16,ooo,ooo fecet. ri

bas recentiy purchased i00,000,000 fret of Canada PIl bc
Daniel Harden, of Saginaw, at a sum generaiiy statedt
$250,000.

SAGINAW, MICH., Dec. 21, 189)4.
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