BRITISH COLUMBIA LETTER.

[Casre - pondence of the CANADA Lustnkkuan.]

ThE question which the lumbermen of this province
emost interested in at the present tme is the securing
'auimporl duty on lumber and shingles coming from
. ghe United States. To this end the aid of the provincial
sshture was sisked, and recently the Premicer intro-
& diced in the House the following resolution

7 t lthereas the manufacture of lumber and shingles in

'.\pro\:incc forms one of the most important industries
B 2o [uenishes

cmployment to a karge number of mechanics
Jlaborers, who constitute an important portion of the
Jation of the province ; and whereas a large pro-
Exation of the supplies used  in connection  with the
usiness is subject to customs duty, which largely in-
reases the cost of production ; and wheveas lumber and
ceptes under the customs taiff of the l)mninion..lrv ad
(pited free of duty 5 and whereas cmnln“ﬁ'ﬁml from the
Lated States in the markets of the Dominion, since the
conal of the customs duty, has deprived this proviace
fa large part of the business formerly done in these
: products 3 and whereas the mining developments in the
“kon and northera part of Beitish Columbia make it
Seovable that important scttlements and sea ports will be
E Syablishied on the northern coast during the present year,
Tawtich there will be an imnediate and Linge demand for
b Jumber and shingles, for the supply of which, under the
E ‘oisent Canadian tarifl, onr lumbermen have no protece
1o againt the competition of the Lmted States saw
fmisy and whereas, under the custom laws of the
il‘mcd States, a heavy duty is imposed on Jumber and
aiogles from this province, which prevents shipments
B 'fom this provmce into the United States markets, the
Yatv i the Umited States being on undressed Jumber S2
:p:r'.\!. on Hooring $3.50 per M, and on .sl!inglcs 30 cents
: ﬁn:r 1,000 ; and whereis it seems to be unjust to this im-
1p\nanl industry that while a large proportion of the

ol {uopphes wed by those engaged in it aire required to pay

- fduy, the products are not protected by any duty, and
« B Luble the naghboring markets in the United States are
2

clned against tns province because of the beany duty
K imoned, the markets of Canada are free ta the products
 omthe United States; Be it therefore resolved, that
fan humble address be presented by this house to the
Leutenant-Lrovernor, praymg hin o move the Domanion
aemment 1o Lthe such steps as are necessary with the
Hiiem of protecting those engagred in the munufacture of
*leaber and shingles in this province by imposing a duty

®
calember and shinggles amported nto the Donumon of
«J ltanada cquat 1o the duty charged by the United States
2k loaumports of these articles from Canada, in order that
Jtkis important industey may be placed upon such 2 foot-
: Hag in competing with the neighborings nutls  the United

Sates as will compensate them for the disadvamages
setout in the preamble to this resolution,”™
Speaking to the resolution, the Premier pointed ount
{ihat the lumber industry wis one of the most important
-Jiathe provmnce, and he hoped thal every member would
wte for the proposed measure.  Speeches iu fuvos of the
$F Trewlution were made by Messes, Rithet, Semlin, Ken.
i3 nedy, Graham, Smith, Cotton and Hunter, and against
: - the measure by Messrs. Sword, Forster and Macpherson.
"*E $e Sword thoughit that the remedy was to take off the
af  beary duties the lumbermen had to pay for thair supplies.
" T%l!c 100k strong exceplion to the position that because the
T 3laned States put on a heavy duty Canada should follow
ok It was not takaag high enough ground in the
wf  gmatter. Az Forster claimed thiat the mensure would put
. ahaavier tax on consumery, and  Mr. Macpherson made
M3 'lbc weak argument that it would show Canadian mill
f 70 10 be less capable than those of the United States.
 fWhen the vote was taken the three members abave re-
I; farad 10 steend alone against the measure.

- wmes

-4 The lumbermen of Boush Columbia have pehitioned
- tegaver nent for a uniform compulsory system of scal-
A 325, The petition, which is signed by 132 lumbermen, is
"I e:\s follow~

i The petitton of the undensigned lumbermen of the pro-
“I fuce of Batish Columbia, humbly sheweth :

That yeur petitioners have been laboring under a want
Ll avstem in sealing logs and timber, to the detriment of
- Je mber rade and those relations of confidene whilh
f;\k‘x‘uld caen betneen the buyer and scller

That 2 uniterm compulsory sy<tem of sealing should be
Aepoed, alike jumt to the government, the buyer and
T {er, the vost thercof 1o be bome by the three interesicd
- qames in cquat proportions. . Scale of costs to be fixed

1 ke L. ienant-Govermor in Council or by statute.
We are of opinion that any competent person first ob-
aming the secomaendation of three respousdle tunher.
f-m. whe s capable of pasung the nccessany examina-
L0 unden e provastons of the ** Official Saalens” M,

i'\‘N." @ Lk provisions, shall be eatitled 1o W appoint.
= et as *Wilicial Sealer.”

3 That officral semers should a0t he paid by salary, but
iy by 1ees for work actually done.

N0 st employ undes wages of buyer or seller to

At as swaler,
3 Particlars of acale, as per form aunexed, to be de-
tered to govermment agent, buyer and scller.

- r

e bt R AR R sy

PR}
‘

»

THE CANADA LUMBERMAN "

Iy catse enther patty objects o the scale, he may im-
meditely call in the services of & second scaler ;i they
do not agree the two scalers may name a thivd whose
measurement shall be final and binding upon all parties,

JORM OF SCALE.
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NEW BRUNSWICK LETTER.
{Conrespordence of the Canana Lusinkkan. |

‘Tur season for stupping lumber has now opened, and
although the year s certam o be a quite one, several
vessels are now loadug at didlerent ports. There appedrs
to be a scarcity of tonmage, some steamers having refused
43s. on deals from St John o British ports.  This will
probably further curtail shipments.

The thirteeath annual mecting of the St. Joha Log
Driving Company was held at Fredericton on April 6th.
Among the lambermen present were the following . W
H, Murray, of St John s F. Ho Hale, M.P., Woodstock ,
R. AL Estey, ). A Morrison, and . F. Fraser, jr., Fred-
encton ;. G. A Muardhie, Calais ;3 Ro AL Nixon, Houlton
C. A. Moore and W, S, Henry, Woodstock 3 W. Al Mc-
Callum, Houlton ; B. F. Mallett and W. I, Cunliffe, of
Fort Kent ; Robert Kemt, Hon. Jas. HHolly, C. F. Woad-
man, F. D. Miles and J. Fraser Gregory, of St. John.
The following were clected directors of the company :
WL HL Murreay, president; G. A. Murchie, vicespresdent ;
J. Freaser Gregory, secretary-treisurer ; R AL Estey, W
B. Mallett and Harey Hilyard, 1t was proposed that the
doving of logs should hereafter be done by the corpora-
tion, the lumber to bear the exocnse, on the prinaple of
which the Sowthiwest Miramichn Drivinge Company operate,
wstead of bewy let 1o tender. The propusition seemed to
meet waith abearty reception from several people, but the
larger operators, who control the largest aumber of votes,
defeated the motion. In he aficrnoon the tenders for
drnang were opencd, and the contract awarded 1o Duncan
McIntosh and Robert Aiken for a tetm of three jeies.
Their tender s a bonus of 22 per cent. of the advertised
rates, which amounts to four and twoufifth cents per
thousand for driving from the uwpper points, namely,
Grand Falls and Aroostook.

The Upper Southwest Miramichi Loy Driving Company
held a meet in Fredericton on March joth,  After routine
business there was an clection of 2 hoad of directors for
the year.  The old boasd-- M. Welsh, Timothy Lynch and
E. Hutchimson—were re-clected. At & later mecting of
the dhrectors Mr. Webh was elected presidest and ], H.
Barry secretary-treasurer. Messrs. Welsh and Lynch
wese appomted 1o ook after the drvang operanons for the
comuny year.  The company drne the logs and 1ax the
lumber for the cost from the different pomts between the
Forks and Hayes” Bar, a distance of 31 miides.

ST. Jous, N.B., April 21,1808,

PUBLICATIONS.

The story of the Swins Uovernment s purchase of the
railronds, as authonzed by the recent referendum vote, 1s
told i the Amenican Monthly Review of Reviews for
April, by Mr. J. R Macdonald.

It s not necessary that one shiould visit the west coast
of the United Siates to know something of the lumber in-
dustry.  In the special number of the West Coast
and Puget Sound Lumberman, recently issued, is to be
found data and illustradions which give a splendid idea
of the magnude and smportance of the lumbur aadustsy
of Washmgton, while consulerable space s devoted
10 Orcgan, Cabforaa amd British Cotumbia.  The naumber
18 an autradine oace, wath green cover, and a libera?
amount of advertinng.

The twenty-first anmvensary speaatinsue of the Tumber
Trades Journal, of Loados, Eog., discounts all former
aticmpls of he publishers, Mesarse W, Rider & Saons.
It contiuns over 300 pages, the speaal feature bang a
very complete deseription of the export pine trade of the
Southern States, 10 wiich sixtyesix pages s devoted,
and which was compuled by their speaal commissoner,
My Edwin Haynes, who, it will be remembered, vivted
Canada last year for a similar purposc. Other featurcs
make the issuc extremely interesting and instructive,

Vancovver, B.C., April 5th, 1898,
o the Editor of the CanAna Lustin gvas:

Duar Smg,—In your March issue a person, C. . May,
vouches for the yarn about an alleged Eoglish mill super-
intendent. These i the facts: No person connected in
any ofticial capacity whatcoever ook a vitdet to Takush
Harbor at any time ;0o Englishman was sent out to fill
the postion of mill superintendent. Seeing that your
correspondent’s alleged facts are not facts, and that they
appear in yaur Eli columns, you can infer what you like
about the rest of his story.

Yours faithfufly,
Awnnert I, Grivetrus,

| Lhe story referied to was not seat in by w correspond-
ent, but appeared s west coast lumber  exchange, o
which ceedit should hase been gonen.  Tue Epnor.|

PERSONAL.

Hon. R. R, Dobell, of Quebec, retarned from Eogland
last month, ’

Mr. Samaed Campbell, anll owaer, of Harland, NUB.,
died last monh, after an illaess of o few weeks.

Mr. Dorat Leauceuy, son of M, Jos, Lemicus, lumber
merchant, Huall, Que., was recently marned to Miss Bert-
rand.

The death occurred on Masch zoth of Mr. E. L. Sewell,
atetired lumber merchant of Quebee, at the age of 51
yeurs,

Mi. Edward S, Waycott, book-keeper for \lex. Gibson
& Sons, of Marysville, NoB., died recently, at the age of
34 years,

Me. E. C. Grang, of the Ottawa Lumber Company, ro-
turned on April st from o business tiip to Grear Britain.,
e will probably visit Germany this summer.

Thos. Madkerel, reprosentng the well hoowa lumber
tirm of Watson & Todd, of Livarpool, Bag., recently ar
raved 1 Ouana, to look after sprng shipmicats.,

Mr. Joseph Lenneus, the well-huowan Jumber  dedler of
Hull, Que., was tecently presented by bis townspeople
with an address, accompamed by a paslor set and a gold
mounted pipe, on the occasion of lus fitticth annnersary.

Mre. W, AL Hadley, of the S, Hadley Lumber Co.,
Chatham, Ont., left on Apeil sth for Duluth, British
Colmmbin and San Francisco, in the interest of the com-
pany.  Before returnng he will vimt the Southern Sates,

By tefegraph from Florida the death was learned re-
cently of Mr. John D. Gilindur, whu retived from the lum-
ber firm of Gilmour & Co., of Trenton, about five years
ago.  Hewas agentlenan who was held in very high
esteam.

M. C. J. Smith, generad freight and passenger agent
of the Canada Athantic and the Odawa, \raprior and

*arry Sound Railway s, has been promated to the position
of gweneral traflic manager of these two roads, and Mr. J.
E. Walsh has been appointed general  passenger and
bagpage agent. Mr. Smith is 2 young man to have
attainedd such prominence in the railway world.

In a later to the Caxana LivserMas, Hon, f. K
Ward, of Montreal, states that fifty three years ago on
the 1sth of March last he first went to work in 2 saw mill,
and that he espedts to finish un his connection with the
same this year. Now 78 years of age, and for mose
than half a century connected with the lumber busi-
nesy, 15 quite an unusual recotd. It is our carnest wish,
as well as that of lumbermen in general, that Mr,
Ward may be permitted 1o enjoy the fruits of his labors
{or many ycars to come.

M. Robert Swam died at Doaktown, N.B., on Mardh
zist. He did quite an entensine humbening business, cn
urely on the southewest braach of the Miranuchi nver and
tnbutaries from 1870 to 1893, when he sold cut his lumber
busmness, timber lands, stores and saw mill 1o Swim & Co.,
consstig of Fo DL Swam, Alonzo Kelly and Heary Swim.
He became the sccand langest stockholder in the South-
west Boom Co., which position hie retained until his death,
Thas stoch was quite remunerative.  \ier sclling out his
lumbenng business i 1593, he bult a woad-working fac-
tory and connceted with it a carding mill, which he owned
and operated also.  In 1893 Monzo Kelly sold out his in-
terest in the business of Swim & Co. to F. D and
Heary Swim, who have owned and operated it sinecunder
the name of H. & F. D. Swim,



