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eau ho estiniated in money, " to quote froni Sir William Meredith.
lIn the judgment of MAlss. C.J.O., at page 374 of the report, we
have the evidence said to be sufficient. Summarized it is this.
The ehild 'vas healthy, noted for his intellectuai abilîties, and
of use to bis mother in several ways, " being able to go a message
for her if necesiary and other minor things in the bouse. "
That ie ail the evidence as to the cthild, and ail that ie known of
the father is that he is a bookkeeper. Ris means or other
resources âre not ft'rther disciosed.

Thent Mr. Justice Osier says that a verdict for the plaintiff
is wa'rranted l'y the prineiple estallisbied in Pymn v. ll'ie Great
Northerit Ry. Co., 2 B. & S. 750); Fi-ankliin v. The Sout h Eastern
Ry. Co., 3 Il. & N. 211, and a number of other cases which he
cites. None of those cases. however. go so far as the one under
discussion. They are ail authority for the position that a rea-
sonable expectation alone is sufficient. but ini ai except J>in's
case actual benefit aiready received was proved. In Pyni's case
the question of future benefit was the oniy one. A man had been
killeil and bis wife and children lost the educational sud social
advantages they would have enjoyed f rom bis expenditure of
an incarne of £4,0O0 derived froxu a life estate. It was held that
damages could ho given for such boss.

Taking the evidence adduced in the case so far as shewn un
the report and ecosidering the grounds upon which the iearned
judges who afflrxned the verdict carne to that conclusion, the
position appears to bo this: Given a heaithy aud intelligent
child of any age, there is a reasonable probability that he wil
be of pecuniary benefit to his father in the future *hich wiii
entitie the latter to compensation îu, damnages if the child is
kiiied through negligence. It doos flot go quite as far as
counsel for the railway conany suggested to the Court of
Appeai, uarneiy. to cover the case of an nboru chiid, because
their Lordships seeni to consider the health and intelligence
of the chîld to ho essential elernents. But so soon as a heaitby
ehild is old enough ta exhibit mental characteristics, if these
prove ta be of the proper calibre, ail the conditions exist to
give his parents a pecuniary interest in hie life.
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