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on everything that takes place. So long as matters of public concern 077 ye ¥

dealt with, and the individual right to privacy concerning matters in' W,h’c oth
public is not concerned is respected, we see no objection to this brlﬂg’m‘ies i
everything into the full light of day. The old struggle to muzzle the peady t0,
practically over, but parties interested in keeping matters quiet are ever r . oct
put a forced construction on an Act of Parliament which ajms at the Wis€
of allowing the fullest liberty without undue license. gth
The answer, then, which is to be given to the query with which we heama ’
remarks is—VYes ; if the slander has been uttered at a public meeting, the falf

. . . rt!
is of public concern, the publication is for the public benefit,and the rep©
and accurate.—Law Nofes.
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THE DuTIES OF CoOMMISSIONERS TO ADMINISTER OaTHs.—The nurt)?; 1
and important body of commissioners to administer oaths will naturally ¢ ar¥
the charter to which they owe their existence in their surprise at the r,/ vict!
made by Mr. Justice Kay last week. Thev will find in the Act 16 & Itlime' 10
c. 78, s. 2, “ that it shall be lawful for the Lord Chancellor, from time to lnys.lf‘ﬂ ;
appoint any persons practising as solicitors within ten miles from meodeclarai
Hall at their respective places of business, to administer oaths and take 55(39531 «
tions, affirmations, and attestations of honour in Chancery, and to0 POS ‘the‘
such other powers and discharge all such other duties 2 ersonﬁ

masters extraordinary in Chancery’' previously did;
shall be styled ¢London
cery ;’

and such ch”
Commissioners to administer oaths 17 s illi”g '
and they shall -be entitled to charge and take a fee of Onelafatioﬂ:3 ,
and sixpence for every oath adminijstered by them, and for every deger ofthé
affirmation, or attestation of honour taken by them, subject to any OF 4 ofthr ,
Lord Chancellor varying or amending the same.” Then, under S p 50(
Judicature Act, 1873 (36 & 37 Vict., c. 66) all commissioners to take p 0‘“{.
affidavits in the Supreme Court are appointed by the Lord Chancellor- . celloé
ments are open to all practising solicitors on formal application to the C pall hi“"a
accompanied by certificates; the condition being that the applicant sdin t,bh
taken out certificates for the six consecutive years immediately Preceu twl”:ﬂ,
application. There are also one or two of the Rules of the Supreme %ovefy cohe
have a bearing upon the matter. First, by Order XXXVIIL,, r. 5 n al‘dtof
missioner to administer oaths is called upon to express the time whe eed’be
place where he takes any affidavit, or the acknowledgment of an}i]tted 0 &
recognisance ; otherwise the same shall not be held authentic, nor be ad™ Corﬂm d
filed or enrolled without the leave of the Court or a Judge ; and everyo ef 2
sioner is bound to express the time and the place where he does ar‘l‘ywheff3 10
incident to his office. Secondly, by Rule 13 of the same Order : afﬁda"lt
affidavit is sworn by any person who appears to the officer taking the

be illiterate or blind, the officer shall certify in the jurat that the 2
read in his presence to the deponent, that the deponent seemed 0
understand it, and that the deponent made his signature in the pres



