
lor of Englancd in J anuary, rias now D'een
piîblished, and will be found in the Weekly
Notes for October î 5 th. The Comrnittee
represented ail branches of the p)rofession,

.of a Judge.
The effect of the rest of the Report is

thus given by the Irish Law Tùnies.-
44T1iýr nft re rmmPnAý-n ; 4-k .

its niembers beinu Lord Chief-Justice Cole- a IaL Cvz1y
b, action shall be assigned to a partiçular Mas-

ridge, the late Lord justice James, Sir teslist ; and that at any time after the writ
James Hannen, Mr. Justice Bowen, Lord 1 appearance, and timé for notice of de fence,
Shand, the Xttorney-General, the Solicitor- a summions for directions may be taken
General, Mr. (now Mr. justice) j . C. Mat- out by either party before the Master to whom
thew, Mr. R. T. Reid, Mr. John Holla, the cause is assigned for directions as to any one
and Mr. Charles Harrison. At this tine, or more of the following matters :-Further par-

when the fervour for the reform of legal pro- ticulars of w~rit, ifurther particulars of defence

cedreis trng n he an, te epot ib or reply, statement of special case, venue, dis-cedue i stongin he lndtheReprt illcovery (including interrogatories), commissions,
be read with great interest. Lt is carefully Z xmntino ins, moeo yra i

reviewed by our.exceI1ent contemporary the'cluding trial on motion for judgment and refer-
Irishz L-aw T/imes, in its issue for Octoberienceof cause),andanyothermatteror proceeding
115th. The article is too long », repro- in the action previous to trial. They, further-
duce in full, but we shaîl make free use of it. more, distinctly approve of the happy-despatch

In the first'place, then, the CQmmittee style of procédure by 'omnibus ' surmonses,

422 November x 5, x881

LErAL PRCEDURE IN ENGLAND.

if not in favour of absolute unanimity, certainlv have decided, after an examination of the Ju-
of requiring a considerable preponderance, ind~~ ttsisfr189 httewi fsm
order to authorize a verdict to be received, so mons in its present form, is effective in
that the decision would have to ericounter the bign eednst eteeta ml
dissent of merely a trifling minority. Forces bringiang defendants to advsaettma anal
entirely out of present calculation may disturb csadta ti ndial omk n
the social system. They may even be of such alteration by uniting with it a plaint or other
a character that the community bas no resource statenient of the plaint:ff's cause of action,
except in a temporary suspension of privileges which would add to the cost oi the first step
which, abused in their exercises, cannot other- in the litigation.
wise ultimately be preserved." The Committee'had next to consider how

This address was followed by a paper by far it wvas possible, in those cases in which
Mr. loseph Brown, Q.C., also on the subject litigation was continued after the appearance

of~~~~~~ pr.oe aleain ý~J' of the defendant, to adopt a procedure (i)
advocated majority verdicts, and the raising for ascertaining the cases in which there is a
et the rating qualifications so as to exclude real controversy between the parties ; (2) for
the less educated classes. With regards to diminishingr the cost of litigation in cases
the former he stated a fact of which we were 'Dîic arcgtott udret.Te r

not war, tat wstof (ie ri/sh oloiesrived at the opinion that, as a general rule,
have reduced the number of a jury and the questions in controversy> between liti-
adopted the verdict of a fixed majority, and gants may be ascertained without pleadings.
have found the change satisfactory after many Anbcodnl tws eovdta h e

yeas'tril.fendant shahl, w ithin, say io days after ap-

pearance, give notice of any special defences

LEGAL PROCE-D URE iNENGLAN.zD. -such as fraud, the Statute of Limitations,
payment, &c. ; after which the plaintiff shail

The epot o th Comitte o Lealgive notice of any special inatter by way of

Thro ed repo t e the ommtre ohnLegl- reply on which he intends to rely; and tha.t
Procdur, apoitedby te Lrd hanel-no pleadings shahl be allowed unless by order
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