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critics generally seem inclined to place not 
earlier than the latter part of the first cen­
tury. The Synoptics all tell us that when 
Jesus expired the veil of the Temple was 
rent. One adds that there was preter­
natural darkness ; a third that the earth 
quaked, that the rocks were rent, that the 
graves opened, and many bodies of the 
saints which slept arose, came out of the 
graves after the resurrection of Jesus, 
went into the holy city, and appeared to 
many. Such apparitions plainly must 
have produced an immense sensation ; 
such a sensation, it may be assumed, as 
would have brought scepticism to its 
knees. This surely must be legendary, 
and the legend must have had time to 
grow.

Though grafts on the same original 
stock, the Gospels are often at variance 
with each other; as in the case of the 
genealogy of Jesus, upon which the har­
monists labor in vain ; in that of the mar­
vels attending his birth ; in that of his 
Last Supper ; in that of the resurrection, 
which again baffles the skill of the har-


