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Tvith fix hundred and feventy-one thoufand pounds per annumt

to fight his own battles againft her. If this be not folly, what

are we to call it ? As to the quarrel of 175:44 " It was xe-

" marked by aU Europe," fays Frederick, *' that in her difpute

.« with France, every 'wrong ftep •was on thefide of England^*

'

fiy nine ye^rs of butchery, and an additional debt of feventy

millions ftcrling, we fecured Canada ; bat had Wolfe and hii

army been driven front the heights of Abraham, our grandfons

might have come too early to hear of an American revolution.

As to this event, the circumftances are too fho(;king for leflec-

tion. At that time an EngHfh womanhad difcovered a remedy

for the canine madnefs, and Frederick advifes a French cor-

tefpondent to recommend this medicine, to the ii/e of the Parliament

of Englandy as thtymufi certainly, have heen bitten by a mad dog.

In the quarrels of the Continent we ihould concern ourfelvet

but little ; for in a de&nfive war, we may fafely defy all the

nations of Europe. When the whole civilized world was em-

bodied Under the banners ofRome, het Di^tor, at the head of

thirty thoufand veterans, difembarked for a fecond time on the *

•coaft of Britain. The face of the country was covered with a

foreft* and the folitary tribes were divided upon the old quef-

tion, Whojhall be. king f The ifland could hardly have attained .

^to a twentieth part of its prefent population, yet by his own

jiccount, the invader found a retreat prudent, or perhaps neceip

.fary. South Britain was afterwards fubje^led, but this acquifi-

tioQ was the ta(k of centuries. Every village was bought -with

the blood Qf the legions. We may confide in the moderation

of a Romiui Hidoriani when he it to defcribe the difafters of

hi» countrymen. In a fingle revoltj eighty thoufand of the

Ufurpers were extirpated i and fifty, or, as others afErm, feventy

thoufand foldiers peri(hed in the courfe of a Caledonian cam-

paign. Do the iQafters of modern Europe underftand the art of

war better than Severus, ai|d Agricola, and Julius Ctefar ^ Is

smy combination of hunnan power to be compared with the tju

lents and refources of the Roman empire ? If our naked an-'

ceftors refifted and vanquifhed the conquerors of thefpecies*

,5WlMt have we to fear from any antagonift of thia day ? On fix

.':'. monthi


