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tacked by the Americans one after another, and de-

feated with great flaughter.

St Leger, in the mean time, gained a confiderable

vi*Slory over a party of Americans who were marching
to the relief of fort Stanwix. The Indians, however,

fuftaincd fo great a lofs in the engagement, that from
that moment, they became quite fullen and untrac-

tablc. They murdered the unhappy prifoners In cold

blood, and St Leger ufed his utmoft endeavours to in-

timidate the garrifon into a furrendcr, by magnifying

his own power, and the hopelefs fituation the Ameri-
cans were in. The governor, however, could not be

intimidated ; and in the mean time, the Indians hav-

ing received intelligence, that Arnold was advancing

with a confiderable body of troops to the relief of

Fort Stanwix, forced the Colonel to abandon thefiege;

moil of them at the fame time abandoning the army,

and plundering the foldlers and officers of whatever

they could carry off.

The bad fuccefs at Bennington was only a prelude

to greater midfortunes to General Burgoyne and his

once vlftorlous army. General Gates took the com-
mand of the Annerlcan army. They had a great opi-

nion of his abilities, and thtir fplrlts being now raifed

by the fucctffcs they had met with, they no longer

Hood on the defenfive, but attacked the King's army
very fiercely. They even attempted to recover the

fort of Ticondcrago, and thus they would have cut

off all pofUbility of retreat from the unhappy Gene-
ral. This expedition Indeed, was unfuccefsful, but

it abundantly fliewed the Americans were not the con-

temptible enemies they had all along been thought ;

and the fituation of General Burgoyne became every

day more hopelefs.

In the mean time, frefh bodies of militia pc3(ured

in from all quarters to the alTiflance of General

Gates. The numbers of his troops increafed fo

much, and their attacks were fo vigorous, that the

dcftru6lion of the whole army feemcd unavoidable.

In one of thefe was killed the brave Brigadier Gene-
iiij

^SS


