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The general interest wliicli seems to be taken by

the rural population of Lower Canada, in the o.stablish-

ment of a Landed Credit Institution, Banque dc Credit

Fonder^ in this seelion of the Province, and the im-

portanee of an impartial examination of the arguments

of the promoters of the seheme ; have induced the

author to submit to the public a translation of the most

reliable opinions which have emanated from the lead-

ing political economists of Europe on this subject.

The newspapers of both Upper and Lower Canada,

have, since the meeting of Delegates at the St. Ilya-

cinthe Convention, on 17th December, 1862, treated

the question with marked ability. While those pub-

lished in the French language have, with few excep-

tions, advocated a trial of the scheme, many of tliose

published in English, have condemned its introduction

into the country with arguments which, at first sight,

seem quite conclusive. This may perhaps be ac-

counted for by the absence of works in the English

language which treat o^ the details of the Credit Fon-

der Institution as it has existed in several countries

of Europe, under different forms, since 1770.

We are justified in thinking that it is important that

the Representatives of the people of this country, who

are now assembled in Provincial Parliament, should

be placed in possession of something reliable in the


