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2ncl. That it has done tnuoh to arrest and permanently at«>y the there-

ofore conBtantly increasing tide of drunkenness, which had incronsed be>

ween ]8(>9 and 1875 no lees than 8T p«r cent
<* 3rd. That it has, in conjunction with better times and fewer licenses,

caused an actual decrease in the number of committals for drunkenness ;

turning an increase of 87 per cent, between 18R9 and 1875 into a decreaae

of fSl percent, between 1879 and 1881 ; or, taking into account the in-

creased population, into a decrease of 30^ per cent, during this latter

period.

A TORY COMPLIMXNT TO TBK LEADING PRINCXPLS OF TBK
CROOKS AGT.

One of the greatest tributes that could be paid to the Act was that of

the Tory Convention, in that, while professing a desire to place the issue

ilicenses in the hands of the Municipal Councils, they were compelled by
force of public opinion to leave untouched the clause of the Act limiting the
number of licenses.

Depend upon it, the two must stand or fall together. If the issue goe!»

back into the nands of the Clerks of Councils, it will doubtless go accom-
panied by frae trade in licenses, and the country would again be overrun with
houses carried on for the purpose of liquor- selling alone—groggerieu, pure and
simple. The interests of every class are oppoOed to this.

Reverting to the old system would be a reactionary movement, and a

severe blow to the cause of temperance. Temperance people of all classes

and of all shades of political opinion denounce the proposition.

Municipal Councils, compelled to go back to the public annually for

election, would object to being placed under compulsion to refuse many
Applicants, whije granting licenses to others. Under the old system ihey
were not called upon to discriminate. Indeed, the Clerk did the whole
business, and the Council was not consulted at all. No one was refased a

license who could pay the fee, and the work of granting th6 license

was not that of the Council, but that of the Clerk.*

The respectable hotel keeper would not go back to the old system un-
der which tne unlicensed grosgery competed against him at every corner.

.

fie knows he is better off under the present system, and he is not pre-

Sared to destroy the respectability of his business for the sake of putting
[r. Meredith in office.

A TORY TRIBUTB TO THR KITRCTIVBMR88 OF Tkx ACT.

The Mail newspaper, in its issue of the 5th September, 1882, contain?

an interview witha city ex-unlicensed liquor-seller, and we give the fol-

lowing qiwtatioiinrom the article as an unwilling tribute by that organ to

some of the work accomplished by the Crooks Act

:

"Past and gone.—'The old home ain't what it used to be !'—An
UNLICENSED WHISKEY-SELLEK'S LAMENT." « » • •

" Breaking up unlicensed houses was a source of great loss not only
" to the keepers of these places, bitt also to a'number of so-called ' sports,'
" who regularly went down to the Police Court, rn case of a raid on the
" houses Dy the police, imd swore that they wore the bona fide owners,^
" thereby, for a consid^rnion, getting themselves imprisoned, while the

* In England licenses are granted not by the Municipal Couiuiils but by Justices of the
(Uj'rsessiQh.

In New York and most of the other States of the Union, they are not issued by the
Municipal Councils, but by commissioners chosen for that purpose.

In Quebec the Act of 1878 provides that licenses shall be Issued by the Lioens In-

spectors (who are appointed by the Government), except in the city of Montreal. The
same Act provides that in Montreal all tavern licenses shall be issued by a board oi three
or more commissioners appointed by the Government.
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