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Antoine Ferguson says: "I believe that lliel was insane dur-

infj the rebellion."

Neil Jervais says :
" I thought sometimes that h^; was not quite

sane during the troubles."

Maxime Colin says :
" He acted sometimes as if he had wished

to be taken for an insane man."

John Sanserequet says: " During the trouble I thought that

Kiel was not quite sane."

Cyrille Lafond says: "I thought at certain moments during

the trouble that Hiel wa^ not quite sane."

Charles Lavallee, Sr., says :
" I had known Riel in Manitoba,

and I thought he was not quite the same man during the

troubles."

Pierre Vandal says: "I have said sometimes during the

trouble that Roil seemed not quite sane."

Isadore Lnfontaine says :
" I thought at certain moments that

Riel was not sjieaking like a sane man."

It is true a number of half-breeds also stated that they thought

Riel was not insane. It is to bo remembered, however, that their

pride revolted against the idea of being influenced by an insane

nnm. At the same time, it is not to b( forgotten that these

ignorant men may never have seen an insane man, and of necessity

must have had hazj^ ideas of what insanity really meant. The

more masked and subtle forms of it wouhl be beyond their ken.

This being the case positive statements like the above liave more

than ordinary value.

On July 'JH, 188,j, the writer made a first visit to Riel in the

prison at Regina, iS'orthwest Territory. He was found to be a

stoutly built man and of splendid jdiysique. lie was in good

health, about forty-two years of age. He had a swarthy com-

]»lexi<)n and black eyes of great brilliancy, restless and searching.

Jlis movenu'iits were lu'rvous, energetic- and expressive as are so

characteristic of the French. This was (>vidently a nornnii con-

dition and not from apprehen:-ion as to his fate. He was very

talkative, and his egotisni maiie itself manifest, not only in his

nioveincnls, bu( also in his cx|)resscd pK'asurc in Vicing the central

figure of a State trial, which was likely to become historic. The
writer stated to him that his lawyers were trying to save his life

by pniving that he had been insane. At this statement he got

very much excited, and paced up and down his cell like a chained

animal until his irons ratll«>d, saying with great vehemence and

gcHliculation, " My lawyer.4 <lo wrong to try to prove I am insane.


