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Thus basely perished tliis champion of a ruined

race. But could his shade have revisited the scene

of murder, his savage spirit would have exulted in

the vengeance which overwhelmed the abettors of the

crim Whole tril)es were rooted out to expiate ;.

Chiefs and sachems, whose veins had thrilled w Ji

his eloquence
;
young warriors, whose aspiring hearts

had caught the inspiration of his greatness, mustered

to revenge his fate ; and, from the north and the east,

their united bands descended on the villages of the

Illinois. Tradition has but faintly preserved the

cient confirmation. Carver, who did not visit the Illinois, must

have drawn his information from liearsay. The open manner of

dealing with his victim, which he ascribes to the assassin, is wholly

repugnant to Indian character and principles ; while the gross

charge, thrown out at random against an English governor, might

of itself cast discredit on the story.

I have followed tlie account which I received from M. Pierre

Chouteau, and from M. P. L. Cerre, another old inhabitant of the

Illinois, whose father was well acquainted with Pontiac. The same

account may be found, conoi.<;ely stated, in Nicollet, p. 81. M.

Nicollet states that he derived hii, information both from M. Chou-

teau and from the no less respectable authority of the aged Pierre

Menard of Kaskaskia. The notices of Pontiac's death in the pro-

vincial journals of the day, to a certain extent, confirm this story.

We gather from them, that he was killed at the Illinois, by one or

more Kaskaskia Indians, during a drunken frolic, and in conse-

quence of his hostility to the English. One letter, however, states

on hearsay that he was killed near Fort Chartres ; and Gouin's

traditional account seems to support the statement. On this point,

I have followed the distinct and circumstantial narrative of Chou-

teau, supported as it is by Cerre. An Ottawa tradition declares

that Pontiac took a Kaskaskia wife, with whom he had a quarrel,

and she persuaded her two brothers to kill him.

I am indebted to the kindness of my friend Mr. Lyman C. Draper

for valuable assistance in my inquiries in relation to Pontiac's

death.
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