
ono of hii stroiic[hoM3 by a majority of ovor oOO, and 13 only of hi-«

aupportors out ot ii IIous.^ of oO mornl)orrt woro olnctnd,

Tho (rovormnont of wliinli I hiid tho honour to b*) t)io loador bo-

liov«(i that thoy owed a hiu^hor duty to tho country timn tlio miinto-
nanoo of thom^Dlvcs and thuir party in powor. Tfio Inl^nll^o hrou£?ht

in to oxtcmd tho railway to I'ictou on tho St. Tjawn'tico cost us tho

support of tho wostorn motnbors, known as tho Yann >uth school. Tho
nioasuro providing for tho support of schools by direct and compul-
sory taxation, so obnoxious to all younj? countrii's, was sullii iont of

itself to drivti any party from powor and would havo swept us asido

it tho union had nuvor boon heard of. Tho (iovfrnmont W(U'o chirufod
by thoir Oi)pononts with hiving sacri flood tho interests of the finhor-

men to a (Janadian p )licy to issuo fishing liconsog, and th »s > who hivo
lioard my h'm. friend to-night can form some idea of tho otfoct of hi.s

perambul iting the country with tiorco denunciations of that kind, and
with our having taxoil the bread of tho poor man in the int'Tosts of

Canada, because wo bidicved it impolitic to free their (lour (v >m tint

duty imposed by tho repeal of tho Reciprocity Treaty. Tho facts,

however, remained that tho fishing grounds of Nova Scotia wt^ro oc-

cupind by tho fishermen of the United St' t(!S on paymjiit of an insig-

nificant charge, and a duty existed on American flour. This House
can also imagine the consternation and dread excited in the bade set-

tlamonts of the country by tho vivid and heartrending pictures drawn
by my hon. friend of tho youth and manhood of the countrv being taken
from their homes to protect the interminable lino ot the Canadian fron-

tier. While tiio people wi re told on the ono hand that th sy must resort

to direct taxation to austaintho local survices of the countrv, Mi-. If )wi!

had evorvwhiTo assorted the statf.'raent made to-night—tnat the first

effect of confederation would bo to increase the indinict taxation of

the country oO per cent. It would bo no doubt gratifying to tho

House to know that the financial position of Nova Scotia was no good,

but the Finance Minister, who has to find the money, wouM sliow tho

House that, so far, tho Dominion had not made much out ot' that

province. Tho truth was, that to complete the public w )rks on her

own responsibility she would havo boon obliged to largely reduce the

expenditures for the leading services or increase her tariff to at least

lo per cent.

Then, it must not bo forgotten that tho recent election was run
under a franchise created by the Government of my hon. friend and
which came into operation for tho first time at the last election. In
.addition to all this, tho Government was obliged just hnfore the disso-

lution to bring in a new Representation Bill, in order to adapt tho

local Constitution to the new state of things under tho union. Wo
were thus compelled to reduce largely tho representation of several

counties, an act in itself extremely repulsive to tho electors. The
popular cry also was raised that tho union, irrespective of its merits,

had been forced on the people in an arbitrary and unconstitutional

manner.
I need not in this House, I am sure, defend the mode in which the


