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XHE material part of the following pages 

was written during the period of the Négo­

ciations at Lille, and under impreflions in- 

feparable from what the Author regarded 

as at leaft a great public danger and dif- 

honour. He had not, however, courage 

to take upon himfelf fo great refponfibility 

as attaches, in his opinion, upon perfons 

who interfere with the adtual meafures of 

the Executive Government. He çhoofes 

a time for publilhing thefe Reflexions when 

they clafti with no objeX of Adminiftra­

tion ; when the good fenfe and delibera­

tion of the- public may ‘judge of them 

without heat, anxiety or prejudice ; with the
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