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notliiiifT was accomplislied, Alioady liiid the French advanced a»

far eastward as the present site of Pittshurjjf; and ai(l«'<l by a

strong force under Do Contrectcur possessed tlietnselves of the

Fort the Virs^inians had here erected. It was at this time that the

colonists were exiiorted to confederacy. Accordingly, on tho

10th of June, 1154, a conference of conunissioners from every

State north of the Potomac met in Albany, to consider a plan

which their own needs and the exigency of the hour demanded.

It was the o|)inion ol every member of the council, that a union of

all the colonies v as absolutely recjuired. From this hour tho

French discovered the English were in earnest ; nor were they

deceived. The '•'"tes having become confederated felt their

duties and re^p >-. '-'"es. Concerted measures were therefore

prepared, not n. j check the advance of the Frencli, but to

drive them out or me country. Massachueetts, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvani.' and Virginia immediately voted supplies for

the campaign, and rnmy of their valiant sons were soon on the

march. The resolves of the colonists quite paralyzed tho

home government. While, however, it was hesitating, the Duke

of Cambridge, early in 177ri, sent over General IJraddock with a

detachment of the army in Ireland, to be used by the colonies as

were their needs. One of the tirst measures adopted by Braddock

after his arrival was calling together the several governors, for

the double purpose of learning the true condition of affairs, and to

agree on some [)lan for united action. This council convened at

Alexandria, in Virginia, April 14, 1755, at which the following

four expeditions were agreed upon : The first was to be directed

against Fort Duquesne, to be commanded by Braddock in person

;

the second, to capture Forts Frontenac and Niagara, under

General Shirley; the third, to seize Crown Point, under the

leadership of General William Johnson ; while the last, under

Lawrence, the lieutenant governor of Nova vScotia, was to reduce

this province, according to the English interpretation of its

boundaries.

It was now that the martial and patriotic spirit of Colonel Peter

Schuyler bt-came again aroused, and that he puts his sword and

life at the control of his country. Since his former campaigns had

made him quite familiar with frontier life, he was at once

ordered to occupy with his regiment Fort Oswego, which

he did, reaching it July 20, 1755. As B»addcck, however,

had just experienced an inglorious defeat, which exposed

the State of New Jersey to the inroads of the French hirelings.


