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whatever. While I arn on my feet, rnay I
ask my hanourable friend to read to the
flouse the statute under which the recent
Reciprocity Treaty was authorized ta be
eigned? It is signed, althaugh, I believe, the
Government had no statutory authority.

lion. Mr. DANDURAND: It was done in
virtue of the gencral policy expressed in the
Bouse of Cammans.

llight lion. Mr. MEIGHEN: Ah!1 but there
was na statute.

lon. Mr. DANDURAND: There was no
etatute.

Right flan. Mr. MEIGIIEN: Is that not
defying Parliarnent?

lion. Mr. DANDURAND: But next week,
or the week after, a resolution will be sub-
mitted ta bath branches af Parliarnent for
appraval af the convention. Sa it will be
followed by enabling legisiatian.

Right Han. Mr. MEIGHEN: Very goad;
but you did not have that enabling legisia-
tion when yau signed the convention. You
deprived Parliarnent of its power in a sense
far more direct than it could possibly be in
the case ta which my hanourable friend is
referring, because there the authority preceded
the exercise of the power, whereas in this case
it is subsequent.

lion. Mr. DANDURAND: My right hon-
ourable friend knaws very wdll that when we
negatiate a treaty it is signed, but it mnust be
ratified by Parliament.

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGREN: Yes.
Han. Mr. DANDURAND: Now we are

caming ta that ratification.
Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: This. ratifica-

tion was before.
lion. Mr. DANDURAND: No; I think my

right honourable friend is wrong. The ratifica-
tion can take place only after Parliament.has
voted for it. The Senate of the United States
cannot ratify, because they have deprived
themselves of the power of ratification by
giving full authority ta the President.

Right lion. Mr. MEIGHEN: To the
Executive.

lion. Mr. DANDURAND: My right hon-
ourablýe friand has alluded -to the amen<knents
which in the Speech fromr the Throne are
announced ta be made te the existing, legis-
lation respecting the Canadian National Rail-
ways, and bas asked in what f orin those
arnendments will be. Well, I confess I can-
net satisfy hi.s curiosity ta any extent befare

the leg-islation is brought down. I would
draw my right honourable friend's attention
ta the statute whieh we .passed, Chapter 33,
23-24 George V, assented ta on the 23rd of
May, 19-33, an Act respeeting the Canadian
National Railways and ta provide for ca-
operation with the Canadian Pacifie Railway
system, and for other purpases. My right
honourahie friand will1 rernember how much
interest was shawn by everybody at that time,
neot only within the precincts of this Chamber,
but throughout the eountry, i 'n the effort ta
reduce aur expenditure on the Canadian
National Railways, which amounted to, vir-
tually $1,.000,000 a week, or more than
$50,000,000 a year. We had great hopes that
the arrangement proývided for in this statute,
by which the Canadian Pacifie Railway and
the 'Canadian National Railways were ta be
brought together in order ta co-operate and
ta abolish conipetition in many directions,
would bring about a better financial situation.
I desire ta draw my right honourable friend's
attention ta the fatet that aur legisiatian of
1933 has been a profound disappointment, not
oniy ta myseif, but, I arn sure, ta him and ail
the members af this Chamber who are within
hearing. The arganization which was set up
under this Act hardly worked at ail, and was
nat even cornpleted by its creator, the late
Government. So the measure foreshadowed
in the Speech £rom the Thrane will be an
attempt ta bring about an irnpraverent in
conditions, something which apparently could
not be accomiplished under that Act. That
is ahl I can say for the marnent.

I should have liked tea peak to-day of
international conditions, ta which allusion is
made in the Speech frorn the Throne, but
shall nat do sa, as I arn sure my right hon-
ourable friend- will find occasion ta lay bei are
us the viesvs recently expressed by him, an
this aide of the line as well as in the United
States, in regard ta the very serious situation
that we are facing. When that occasion arises
I may be able ta give my own views an the
subject.

We are undoubtedly mo'ving tawarde better
times, but apparently the burden af maintain-
ing the existing situation lias been so heavy
upon aur public finances that we are nat yet
out of the danger zone. The condition of
the people throughout the ]and may be im-
praving, but there remaîn many serious prob-
lems ta be solved by -the Dominion, and by
the -provinces and municipalities. I hope that
we shall find a way ta maintain aur whole
financial fabric unimpaired, se that we may
show the world that Canada, a young nation,
bas been able ta weather the ternpest and
keep its flag flying.


