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deal of their value iu a stranlge in.arket. lias been made in conformity witb the con-
This system of transportation w%-ll be stilli ditions of the contract with the coinpany.
further improved. It wi be important to This is calculated to reassure the publie,
instruct Our farmners as to t4encsiyo wlîose confidence may. bave been sixaken

being more *careful in the niaking- of thiese by the pessimism of certain newspaperg.

produets, and in the details whiclî contri- There is nothing extraordniary, in a matter

bute to their perfection in a mainner to en- of this magnitude, wbere a compally like

able tlîen to comnpoe witbi Russia, Denniark the Grand Trunk is called lapon to assume

and other producing countries. so lienvy a responisibility. to flnd objections

The general trade of the country bias in- raised and demands tbat seîule modifications

creased in eliorînous propourtions. W'îîcea!s of the contract shall be sanctioned by parlia-

lu1 1896 the total amount of inîports reaclîed mont. These modifications wvill noe doubt

the sunii of $11,011,50S. in 11,«U it rose to '1w explained wvitbout delay by the goverui-

the sumîî of $241.214.1961, an jiuîrease of nient. It is xîecessary that tlis enterprise,

$123.203.293. ln 1896 Our experts were $121,-1 w~hili lîias been received with so nch

013,852; iii 19.03 tlhey %were $225,841),724, au favour, sbould be commieîced soon lu ail its

iiiureaqse of $104,835,872. 11, iSPII o__ -- parts from the Pacifie ocean to Mfojctonl,

p)orts of Canadiau produets rose to the suml passiiîg tlîrougli the richi valley of Pence
of $109,915,337; iii 1903 to the sini of $2)14,- I river, near Lake Manitoba. to the îîodth of

401,1;74, ail incr-ease of $104.48(j,337. Iii 18W~ Lake Nipigon anîd Lake Abitibi, Ilîrougli

our experts et products of lthe tarai were the iiortbi of tbe province of Ontario and

$55,37S.ý407; ili 1903 w-e exported $114,441,- Qucbc, oueing up vast and fertile regions

S63. anl incerease of $59,0J63,Ai56. Iio cnîtivatiohi andl indulistrial developiient.

In 1806'. wlien the Liberal î,atry caille into Prof. Biell, head of Geological Survuey. lu a

power, the debt of Canada wvas $50.963 per, speeclh recently iu Quebec denionsti-ated that

heail. In 1903, under the administration of these regionis of the west, w-hidi he biad lmi-

Sir Wilfrid Laurier. it wva. :47.37, a decrease self explored witb care, are fertile and easy

0f $3.59 per liead. The debt of Caniada bas of access. This new transcontiniental rail-

beexi diiniislied by $9,885.811. It is not way is, tîtoiefore. a great national wvork

astonlisliig tîxat this progress, of our altairs whicbi the legisiators are presenting to the

bias attracted general attention to C!anada, country.

ai( that a consilerable tiow of imumigranýtts A word on the subject of the militia, as

sliould be direeted towards oui counitry. The to ivhicli we ire told a Bill will be preselited

aunotinceilnent of the construction of a iew to parliainlent to increase its effectiveiiess

transcontinental railwvay caunot fail to stiux- anid efficiency. 'Military science progresses

ulate titis miovement of inimniigraqti and the in IcOoio with ail the sciences. Parlha-

desire of a great iiumber of strangers to 1 ment wvill reaûily consent to improve our

become a part of te Canadizan nation. Let irnilitia, thougli the spectre of, war may be
us hope thiat our immigration agents wvi]l far fromn us and thougi, iii view of its geo-

be caretul to ehoose tliese new settlers jgrapitical position. Canada, as a country

among the healtitiest of tite populations of libas noe reason to f ear sncb a contlngency.

Europe and of tbe United States, iu order We bave good niilitary scbools, but I am

tîxat thueir presence here inay be a gain and told that in soune of titem there is a marked

an aid lu the developuleuît of the country. tendency to bestow the best positions to

It is useless to make a long speech on tbe youlig offlers coining as strangers, whio

policy 0f the government coxîcerîiing rail- often have neither tbe knowledge nier te

ways, especially the Grand Trunk Pacific, experience of offilers lu the Canadian ariny.

of whvli se iucb was said îast session. Thie I lhope that witen occasion arises to chioose

governaient bias appointed a rail-,ay coin- betveeni anl outsider and a Canadian officer,

mission, and if we niay judge by wbiat we tbe aie wvill be adopted to give tbe prefer-

see in tbe press, il appears certain that it ence to a fellow--eountryman provided lie hias

wilI reuîder great services. equal qualifications.

As to the Grand Trui Pacific. wvo learx l'ho goverrnient tell us that they will

witli pleasure titat tite deposit of $5,000,000 coininunicate to uis the decision determining


